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Worth Over $480 Per Family

Message from the Minister

Melbourne is a spectacular place to be at any 
time of the year, but in spring our city really 
comes alive with a packed calendar of events.

The season wouldn’t be complete in Melbourne 
without the Spring Racing Carnival, capped off 
by the four-day Melbourne Cup Carnival.

The culmination of another incredible AFL season will see the  
AFL Finals Series and AFL Grand Final played at one of our city's great 
landmarks, the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 

This time of year also provides the perfect opportunity to discover 
a new restaurant or bar and enjoy the very best food and wine from 
across the state.

With so much to see and do in Victoria this spring, I encourage you to 
enjoy everything our city and state has to offer.

Hon. Martin Pakula MP
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events
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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of 
Country throughout Melbourne and Victoria 
and recognise their continuing connection to 
land, waters and culture. We pay our respects 
to Elders past, present and emerging and ask 
that during your travels, you respect these 
cultures, peoples and land.

Wominjeka

Minister's Message

Four times the fun with 
Four family passes to
Four great attractions

 Sovereign Hill   

 Puffing Billy Railway  

 Phillip Island Nature Parks  

*Terms and conditions apply.

 + sovereignhill.com.au     + penguins.org.au     
 + puffingbilly.com.au     + zoo.org.au      

 Zoos Victoria  

OFFICIAL GUIDE

Competition

1 of 12 Ultimate Family Experiences
WIN

Click here 
for your 
chance  
to win

WINWIN
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Can you feel that? It seems as 
though everything is fresh and 
new. The days are warming up, 
and our spectacular parks and 
gardens are filled with new growth 
and colourful blooms. That’s right, 
spring has arrived and, with it, 
new opportunities to explore.
 
There’s always something happening in Melbourne 
– and spring is full of sporting events, theatre shows, 
live music, and fashion. 
 
It’s also a great time to head out of town, with the 
regions shining. Snow and foggy mornings are giving 
way to wildflowers, and the weather is perfect for 
exploring hiking and biking trails. Then again, you 
could indulge in the produce and wine for which 
Victoria is renowned. Whether you prefer beach or 
mountains, there’s an escape to suit.

If you’re ready, Victoria in spring has it all.

Enjoy Victoria.

Brendan McClements
CEO Visit Victoria

Enjoy  
Victoria  

Welcome
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At the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Jakobi leads 
visitors through a part of 
Melbourne that continues 
to have a significant 
cultural value to its 
Traditional Owners. 

Nearly every day at 11am, guests 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne gather to join the 
Aboriginal Heritage Walk, an 
exploration of the thriving culture 
and rich history of the First Nations 
Peoples. Jakobi is the Aboriginal 
Programs Facilitator and often leads 
the tours, bringing visitors into a 
world they may not know a lot about.

“Not many people are aware that the 
Birrarung (Yarra River) once carved 
its way through the gardens,” he 
says. “This was before the river was 
straightened and widened to prevent 
natural seasonal flooding in the early 
twentieth century.”

Long before sport was played nearby 
on the MCG or varying landscapes 
were created in the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, this was a significant place 
for people of the Woiwurrung and 
Boonwurrung nations.

Aboriginal Victoria 

Christopher  
Jakobi 

Christopher Jakobi Artra Sartracom
Aboriginal Heritage Walk, 

 Royal Botanic Gardens Artra Sartracom

“The Aboriginal Heritage 
Walk is a raw and 
honest experience that 
challenges the common 
perspective with an 
alternative Indigenous 
perspective.”

“This whole area was where 
thousands of people gathered 
together for ceremony, for trade, 
celebration and to hold inter-nation/
clan business,” Jakobi continues. 

“It is a landscape that provided for 
such a large gathering of people, all in 
one place at one time. The land and 
the river was, and still is, bountiful, 
with an abundance of food, fresh 
water and resources for homes, tools, 
canoes and weaving.”

As he and his guests walk around the 
gardens, Jakobi explains the cultural 
value of this traditional meeting 
place. He also points out native plants 
and their uses.

“Of the 60,000 plants within the 
Melbourne Botanic Gardens, just 

under half of them are natives,” he 
says. “All our flora is unique. They are 
resilient and have formed adaptations 
to dry and hot landscapes. There 
are medicinal plants with cleansing 
aromas and there are culinary plants 
with amazing flavours. Plants don’t 
just have a single use; there might be 
food, utility, medicinal and fibre craft 
uses all in the one plant.”

Most visitors, he says, are surprised 
by what they discover on one of 
his tours. “It’s a raw and honest 
experience that challenges the 
common perspective with an 
alternative Indigenous perspective,” 
Jakobi explains. “A perspective of our 
shared history, of our shared future 
and of the landscape.” 

 + rbg.vic.gov.au

Aboriginal Victoria
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1 Get Racing 

It’s one of the most glamorous 
events on the calendar, and this 
year’s Melbourne Cup Carnival 
(30 October – 6 November) will 
see the return of the finest racing, 
fashion, food, entertainment, fun 
and flowers all at one place, the 
stunning Flemington Racecourse.

 + racingvictoria.com.au 
 + flemington.com.au 

2 Get Grazing 

Don’t want to commit to a particular 
style of cuisine? Then head to 
Melbourne’s newest food precinct, 
Grazeland. This outdoor dining 
experience features dishes from 
across the world served from 
converted shipping containers. 

 + grazeland.melbourne
 
3 Immerse in Art

Transcend through time and space 
on a journey through the works of 
Vincent van Gogh at THE LUME 
Melbourne this spring. Experience 
the powerful and vibrant symphony 
of light, colour and sound as you are 
immersed in the paintings, realising 
them like never before. 

 + thelume.com/melbourne 
 

4 Can Can Can 

The multi-Tony Award nominated 
Moulin Rouge! The Musical has 
made its way to Melbourne’s Regent 
Theatre for its Australian debut. 
Baz Luhrmann’s screen version has 
endless fans, but now it’s time to 
experience this tale of truth, beauty, 
freedom and love on the stage. 

 + moulinrougemusical.com/
australia 

5 Remember Them

Experience incredible stories of war 
and peace during a visit to the Shrine of 
Remembrance. Its current exhibition, 
Between Two Worlds, looks at the 
experience of being a recent veteran, 
while Dean Bowen’s Imagining Centaur 
showcases beautiful and unsettling 
charcoal drawings depicting the 
sinking of an Australian hospital ship 
and the lives lost. 

 + shrine.org.au

6 One to Try 

Mabu Mabu chef-owner Nornie Bero 
has opened her latest venture, an all-
day restaurant and bar in Federation 
Square. Big Esso, which means ‘the 
biggest thank you’ in the Torres Strait, 
will showcase native ingredients and 
dishes, bringing Indigenous culture 
to the plate. 

 + mabumabu.com.au/dining

7 Murray Magic

Indulge in the ultimate pampering 
experience at the SOL Wellness 
Centre at The Sebel Yarrawonga. At 
this day spa on Lake Mulwala, calm 
your mind and body with a range of 
holistic and therapeutic treatments. 
thesebelyarrawonga.com.au  

8 Sip and Chill

Rug up and enter the cool 
temperatures at Ice Bar Melbourne 
where the bar is kept at a surprisingly 
cool -10c all year round. Inside, pull up 
a seat and try one of their favourites in 
the Northern Lights cocktail – a tasty 
gin based cocktail that changes colour.

 + icebarmelbourne.com

9 Tent with a View 

Escape the hustle and bustle at 
Daylesford’s quirkiest accommodation, 
the Skyview Bubbletent. Take hikes, 
nap in the hammock or cook a feast 
in the outdoor kitchen during the day, 
then snuggle up in your luxury cocoon 
as the stars come out. 

 + dayget.com.au/skyview-
bubbletent

10 Uncover Artistry

Discover the creativity and innovation 
of almost 100 years of Animation 
at Disney: The Magic of Animation 
at ACMI. Exclusive to Melbourne, 
this exhibition contains original 
sketches and rare artworks from films 
including Fantasia, The Lion King and 
Raya and The Last Dragon. Be inspired 
by the incredible artistry behind your 
favourite Disney characters.

 + acmi.net.au

Top 
10
Wondering what to get up 
to this season? Here are 
our must-do experiences.

For more ideas and inspiration, head to  
visitvictoria.com/see

Phoebe Powell
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Melbourne is in full bloom in 
spring, with warmer days 
and plenty of sunshine. 

Make a day of it or plan a staycation 
at one of the exciting new hotels that 
have opened recently and take the 
time to explore all that’s new in the 
City of Melbourne.

From sunrise to sunset ,enjoy the 
outdoors in our beautiful parks and 
gardens on the waterfront at Docklands.

Explore our much-loved laneways –  
they’ve changed since you’ve been 
away – with creative artists bringing 
them to life with lights, art and sound.

See what’s new in Melbourne’s retail 
offerings. Peruse the latest spring 

fashion direct from the catwalk to 
our unique laneway boutiques or 
browse designer collections in our 
shopping malls. 

Book tickets to one of the latest 
theatre productions or check out 
the internationally acclaimed 
contemporary art on display at 
one of the city’s many galleries 
or exhibitions.

Wrap up a busy day with a visit 
to one of the city’s sophisticated 
bars, restaurants or cosy cafes 
and experience first hand why 
Melbourne is one of the culinary 
capitals of the world. So many new 
rooftop bars and alfresco dining 
venues have opened across town, so 
there are plenty of options to explore.

To see what’s coming up on our city’s 
calendar of events, visit the What’s On 
Melbourne website. 

I can’t wait to see you in the city again.

Sally Capp
Lord Mayor

A message from the 

Transit Rooftop Bar Amanda Fordyce

Lord Mayor of Melbourne

Lord Mayor's Message
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Treasures of the  Natural World
Melbourne Museum

Melbourne Fashion Week

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces –  
French Impressionism from the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston

On Now 
 
Moulin Rouge! The Musical
Regent Theatre

 + moulinrougemusical.com

Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child 
Princess Theatre

 +  harrypottertheplay.com/au/

Van Gogh at  
THE LUME Melbourne 
Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre 

 + thelume.com/melbourne 

Treasures of the  
Natural World
Melbourne Museum

 + museumsvictoria.com.au

Frozen the Musical
Her Majesty’s Theatre

 + frozenthemusical.com.au

RISING: A Miracle 
Constantly Repeated
Patricia Piccinini
Flinders Street Station Ballroom

 + rising.melbourne

Melbourne Winter 
Masterpieces – French 
Impressionism from the 
Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston
NGV International 

 + ngv.melbourne

Melbourne Winter 
Masterpieces – Disney: 
The Magic of Animation
ACMI

 + acmi.net.au

September  
25 Sep 
Toyota AFL Grand Final
Melbourne Cricket Ground

 + afl.com.au

October  
11–17 Oct 
Melbourne Fashion Week
Various locations

 + mfw.melbourne.vic.gov.au 

November  
Until 21 November
Spring Racing Carnival
Various locations 

 + racingvictoria.com.au

Coming Soon  
Melbourne Food and  
Wine Festival 
Various locations  

 + melbournefoodandwine.com.au

From 5 Dec
Gabrielle Chanel.  
Fashion Manifesto
NGV International

 + ngv.melbourne

26–30 Dec 
Boxing Day Test
Melbourne Cricket Ground

 + cricket.com.au

Regional Events  
See page 84 for all the 
exciting events happening 
in the regions.

What's On

Melbourne Winter Masterpieces – 
Disney: The Magic of Animation, ACMI Phoebe Powell

What’s On

ABOVE: Pierre Auguste Renoir, French 1841–1919, 
Woman with a parasol and small child on a sunlit 
hillside c. 1874–76, oil on canvas, 47.0 x 56.2 cm
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Bequest of John T. 
Spaulding, Photography ©Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston. All Rights Reserved 

 For more events in Melbourne
+ visitvictoria.com/events
+ whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au
Events may change. Check online before visiting.
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Our Boy Wizard
This is the eighth story in the 
much-loved series and the first to be 
presented on stage, and Melbourne’s 
Princess Theatre is the Australian 
home of Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child. In this stage show, Harry is 
all grown up and his youngest son 
Albus is the one struggling with the 
family legacy. Told over two parts, 
this magical performance is sure to 
capture the hearts and imaginations 
of Potter fans, old and new.

 + harrypottertheplay.com/au/ 

French Fancy
Experience more than a hundred 
works at NGV International for 
French Impressionism from the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston (until 
3 October). This year’s Melbourne 
Winter Masterpieces exhibition 
features works by some of the 
world’s best loved painters, including 
Monet, Renoir and Degas. Presented 
thematically, these extraordinary 
works, including 79 never before seen 
in Australia, examine significant 
moments in this artistic movement. 
The 16 canvases by Claude Monet 
depicting his favourite scenes, 
including his Giverny garden is an 
exhibition highlight.

 + ngv.melbourne

Visit Paris, 1899
As a movie, it has endless fans, and now it has come to life. Moulin Rouge! The 
Musical is based on Baz Luhrmann’s cult classic and, 20 years after the film was 
released, brings a world of glamour, excess, beauty and, of course, romance to 
the stage at the Regent Theatre. The stage production features many of the songs 
from the original movie, but new additions from Katy Perry, Sia, the Rolling 
Stones and more ensure even the most dedicated fan will view it with new eyes 
(and ears). With its Broadway production earning 14 Tony Award nominations, 
this is a show not to be missed.

 + moulinrougemusical.com/australia

Spring is here, and so is 
a raft of exciting events, 
from festivals to theatre 
productions, set to fill your 
days and nights with fun 
and excitement. 

Images: Harry Potter and the Cursed Child

Left: Pierre Auguste Renoir, French 1841–1919, 
Dance at Bougival 1883, oil on canvas, 181.9 x 98.1 
cm, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Picture Fund. 
Photography © Museum of Fine Arts, Boston.  
All Rights Reserved
Right: Paul Cézanne, French 1839–1906, Fruit and 
a jug on a table c. 1890–94, oil on canvas, 32.4 x 40.6 
cm, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Bequest of John 
T. Spaulding, Photography © Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston. All Rights Reserved
Below: Paul Cézanne, French 1839–1906, The pond 
c. 1877–79, oil on canvas, 47.0 x 56.2 cm, Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston, Tompkins Collection—Arthur 
Gordon Tompkins Fund, Photography © Museum of 
Fine Arts, Boston. All Rights Reserved.

Matt Murphy

Matt Murphy

Matt Murphy Matt MurphyMatt MurphyTim Carrafa

Mark
Your 
Calendar
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It’s Finals Time
We’ve arrived at the pointy end of the AFL season, with the 
best teams from the home and away rounds now vying 
for a spot at the big dance. Officials are hoping to see the 
return of thousands of spectators to the MCG for the AFL 
Grand Final on 25 September, but as any footy fan knows, 
tickets can be hard to come by. Check out the line-up in the 
three previous weekends if you want to get to a game or 
soak up the atmosphere as footy fever grips the city.

 + afl.com.au

Rock the Runway
We all know Melbourne is the style capital of the country, 
and never is that more obvious than during Melbourne 
Fashion Week (11–17 October). As well as runway shows 
from established and emerging designers at city spaces 
that are both anticipated and edgy, there are also pop-ups, 
talks, exhibitions, workshops and other happenings. Best 
of all, this is an event that anyone with a passion for fashion 
can enjoy, so if you want to check out the latest looks, book 
your tickets now.

 + melbourne.vic.gov.au/mfw

A Colt Following
Get ready, get set, and they’re off for 50 days of the finest 
horseracing action anywhere in the world thanks to the 
Spring Racing Carnival (until 21 November). There are 
meets at all the major courses including Melbourne’s 
Moonee Valley and Caulfield, with the highlight being four 
days at Flemington during the Melbourne Cup Carnival 
(30 October – 6 November). It’s as much about the fashion, 
fun and flowers as it is about stayers and sprinters, with a 
slew of entertainment options sure to keep fans on the edge 
of their seats. 

 + racingvictoria.com.au 
 + thevalley.com.au
 + mrc.racing.com.
 + flemington.com.au 

Melbourne Fashion Week Melbourne Cup Carnival

Spring Racing Carnival

AFL Grand Final AFL Media Spring Racing Carnival, Caulfield

Race to it
Mark
Your Calendar 
Continued
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Glamorous, refined and layered with 
history, Flemington is the beating heart 
of Australian horse racing and home of 
the Melbourne Cup Carnival.

Penfolds Victoria Derby Day 
Saturday 30 October
This is thoroughbred racing at its very best. As one of the 
most prestigious days of spring racing, this is a must attend 
event for racing fans with four exceptional Group 1 races – the 
AUD$2 million Kennedy Cantala, AUD$1.5 million Coolmore 
Stud Stakes, AUD$1 million Empire Rose Stakes and the 
feature race the AUD$2 million Penfolds Victoria Derby.

Lexus Melbourne Cup Day 
Tuesday 2 November 
This is the big one: on that famous Tuesday in November, 
the AUD$8 million Lexus Melbourne Cup takes its 
rightful place as the centrepiece of the entire Melbourne 
Cup Carnival. The eyes of the world will be firmly 
focused on this most iconic of world leading Group 1 
thoroughbred racing.

Kennedy Oaks Day 
Thursday 4 November
The tradition of Kennedy Oaks Day is beauty, femininity, 
style and grace. It’s a day that the racegoer can embrace 
wonderment and escape the normal of a week day. The 
style is not just for the females, the men also take it up a 
notch, making it one of the best days of the year for men 
to dress up and explore fashion. The racing highlight is 
the $1 million Group 1 Kennedy Oaks, which will see the 
best three year old staying fillies battle for victory in the 
ultimate test of their staying credentials.

Mackinnon Stakes Day 
Saturday 6 November
Friends, fun and the finale of Cup Week, Mackinnon Stakes 
Day is a day at Flemington not to be missed. It’s a celebration 
of the week that’s just been, filled with quality racing, fashion 
and entertainment. The concluding day will feature the 
AUD$2 million Group 1 Mackinnon Stakes testing the best 
middle distance horses at Australia’s premier track.

Melbourne
Cup
Carnival
2021

Your ultimate guide to the

 + melbournecupcarnival.com.au
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Have a tipple or indulge in 
an Instagram-worthy feast 
at one of these local spots 

Whisky Business
With limited seating and lantern-lit 
decor, Summer’s Garden Bar has the 
atmosphere of a tiny Tokyo bar. The 
team sources rare whisky – think 
century-old Nikka – along with a 
great range of sakes and wine. Make 
yourself comfortable in the lounge, 
games room or enjoy the warmer 
weather in the garden courtyard.

 + summersgardeninn.business.
site

 
Cinematic Vision
Inspired by Wes Anderson’s film The 
Grand Budapest Hotel, this Carlton 
gem is not to be missed. Spot offbeat 

graphic art, steps that appear to 
go nowhere and kooky furniture, 
making you feel as if you've come off 
the film set. The menu features the 
ultimate brunch with Mentaiko Udon, 
Budapest bruschetta and matcha 
hotcakes mysteriously called Escape 
from the Forest.

 + thebudapestcafe.com.au 

Time to Play
Ballers Clubhouse is the culmination 
of innovation across concept, design, 
tech, entertainment, food and 
beverages. The luxurious space is the 
biggest licensed venue in Melbourne’s 
CBD, featuring 75 taps, 10 private 
function spaces, eight ping-pong 
tables, six stand-up shuffleboards and 
much more. 

 + ballersclubhouse.com.au 

True Brew 
A sustainable micro-brewery and 
brewpub with the capacity to produce 
one million litres of beer a year, 
Docklands' Urban Alley is one to add 
to the list. Alongside its signature 
Urban Ale, the range includes lager, 
dark ale and an American pale ale, 
all produced with strict  quality and 
sustainability benchmarks. 

 + urbanalley.com.au 

For more ideas, visit
 + whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Local  
Loves 

Ballers Clubhouse

City of Melbourne

Explore and discover the 
many facets that make 
up Melbourne’s tiny, 
unique thoroughfares.

Want to see a different side to 
Melbourne? You need to head off the 
main streets and explore the back 
lanes. Of course, street art is a big 
attraction, so seek out the best of it. 
The crowds head to Hosier Lane and 
Centre Place, but check out more 
hidden spots like Caledonian Lane, 
Croft Alley and AC/DC Lane. Along 
the way, you’ll spy cool cafes and bars, 

as well as indie stores and galleries.
If you’re keen to find out more about 
the history of the laneways or uncover 
hidden gems, join a tour. Hidden 
Secrets Tours’ original itinerary, 
Lanes and Arcades, unveils specialty 
retailers, independent designers and 
quirky cafes, as well as street art and 
architecture, all laced together with a 
little history.

If you don’t mind a drink when you 
take a walk, check out Drinking 
History Tours. Boozy History and 
Hidden Bars takes you through the 

laneways, where you’ll learn about the 
city’s love affair with a drink and take 
a tipple at three cool bars.

If you’re more into calisthenics than 
cocktails, join Fit City Tours’ Laneways 
Discovery Running Tour. After an early 
start, you’ll cover eight kilometres as a 
guide shares the stories behind some 
of the most important and interesting 
buildings and lanes.

 + hiddensecretstours.com
 + drinkinghistorytours.com
 + fitcitytours.com.au 

Hidden Laneway
Treasures

Hosier Lane Ain Raadik
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Start by heading to 1  Manchester 
Lane to fuel up on bagels and coffee 
at Manchester Press before flicking 
through the racks at Design A Space. 
 
Next, walk to 2  Crossley Street to visit 
Melbourne institution Pellegrini’s 
Espresso Bar on the corner and do 
a spot of shopping at Lucy Folk and  
Madam Virtue & Co.

After dark, turn to 3  Meyers Place. 
Here you’ll find Argentinian steak 
house San Telmo, intimate cocktail 
bar Lily Blacks, and open spaces at 
Loop Roof. 
 
With the weather warming up,
4  Hardware Lane is the place to be. 

Get a scoop at Piccolina Gelateria and, 
at the end of the day, head to the roof 
at Campari House for sundowners.

Discover 
Melbourne's  
Laneways 

Laneways Map

4

1

3

2

Click here to 
discover more  
hidden gems
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On the Water
There are a few options if you want 
to be your own captain. GoBoat 
rents out electric picnic boats that 
hold eight passengers and you 
don’t need a licence to take one out. 
Another fun option is Aqua Donut. 
These round vessels, complete with 
central barbecue, picnic table and 
shade umbrella, have room for 10 
people. If you don’t fancy playing 
skipper, join Melbourne River 
Cruises on one of its sightseeing 
journeys. The River Gardens tour 
takes in some of Melbourne’s most 
beautiful parklands as well as the 
sporting precinct.

 + goboat.com.au
 + aquadonut.com
 + melbcruises.com.au

Pack Your Basket
Take a stroll around the fountain at 
Carlton Gardens before finding a spot 
beneath one of the huge Moreton 
Bay figs, spreading out your blanket 
and laying out your picnic. With 38 
hectares of beds, lawns and lakes to 
explore, you can always find a quiet 
spot at Royal Botanic Gardens. Or you 
could check out Sonica Botanica, a 
sound experience comprising stories, 
music and sounds experienced in one 
of the landscapes. 

 + Carlton Gardens, 1–111 Carlton 
Street, Carlton
 + rbg.vic.gov.au

 

To Market, To Market
Leave the shopping mall behind and 
find inspiration at the city’s markets. 
Queen Victoria Market is a historical 
landmark bustling with producers 
and makers. Shop for your weekly 
vegetables, stop for a coffee or check 
out local artists and designers along 
String Bean Alley. Whether you’re a 
fan of fashion or looking to brighten 
up your home, you’ll find unique, 
handmade designs and art at Rose 
Street Market. It is a showcase for 
Melbourne’s finest makers, with more 
than 120 stalls providing inspiration 
every weekend. There are more 
gorgeous designs and handmade 
goods at Arts Centre Melbourne’s 
Sunday Market.

 + qvm.com.au
 + rosestmarket.com.au
 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

GoBoat Emily Godfrey Carlton Gardens Josie Withers Queen Victoria Market

Adrenaline Surge
Take it to great heights when you head 
to the 88th floor at Eureka Skydeck. 
From 285 metres above the city, you’ll 
be able to see right across the suburbs 
to the Dandenong Ranges and Port 
Phillip Bay. If you want to test your 
mettle, try the VR Plank Experience, 
where you don virtual reality goggles 
and avoid strong winds and diving 
birds to get to the end of the plank. 
Hit heights of a different kind when 
you join Global Ballooning on a dawn 
flight and watch the city from above 
as it starts to wake up.

 + eurekaskydeck.com.au
 + globalballooning.com.au

Things to Do
We can guarantee you’ll never be bored when you hit 
the city. There are attractions galore, including plenty 
going on outdoors, to fill your days.

There’s nothing better than the feeling of spring in the air: the days are warming, 
people are coming out of their winter cocoons and the city has an aura of 
renewal. It’s enough to make you want to find new experiences and adventures. 
The lush gardens and parks are full of flowers and people getting some of the 
sun’s rays on their faces. There are all sorts of free activities to enjoy, and sport 
continues to occupy our thoughts. 

Eureka Skydeck

Things to do
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Actor Des Flanagan  
takes us on a tour of his 
hot spots.

It was the movie that brought the 
romance of Paris in 1899 to the screen, 
and now Moulin Rouge! The Musical 
is lighting up the stage of Melbourne’s 
Regent Theatre. And Des Flanagan is 
ready to take on the role of a lifetime, 
playing lovestruck writer Christian.

“It’s an honour to be part of this 
production, especially now, as it has 
such a resonance to the arts industry 
coming out of COVID,” he says. “

It’s a story of artists from all walks of 
life banding together to put a show on 
at all costs.”

Here, Des tells us about some of his 
favourite spots around town.

Where do you get your 
day-starter coffee?
I often find myself at Coin Laundry 
Cafe in Armadale. Not only is the 
coffee brilliant and the people 
beautiful, but the cafe is also on the 
north-eastern corner of a block, so the 
sun streams in. 

Go-to spot for a  
quick lunch?
Bowery to Williamsburg is a New 
York-style bagel cafe in Oliver Lane. I 
can’t go past the Reuben, something I 
became addicted to after visiting New 
York in 2019.

Is there a store where you 
could browse for hours?
I often go to boutique homewares shop 
The Panton Store in Prahran when 
I need to buy people gifts. If people 
receive a gift from me, they can be sure 
it’s come from there.

Where would you suggest 
friends go for a drink 
before the show?
Eau-De-Vie where the Élysée 
Montmartre cocktail is named after a 
burlesque theatre similar to the Moulin 
Rouge in Paris.

Best spot for a 
celebratory dinner?
Flinders Lane’s Supernormal is always a 
win. It’s easy to get to and has delicious 
Asian-inspired food that can be shared. 
My personal favourites are prawn and 
chicken dumplings and the duck bao. 

Do you have a favourite 
place to take friends 
visiting Melbourne?
Whenever friends visit, we spend the 
day in the Royal Botanic Gardens and 
National Gallery of Victoria.

Where do you meet 
people when you’re 
finished for the night?
Melbourne cabaret institution The 
Butterfly Club on Carson Place. This 
intimate, quirky and eccentric space is 
a great place to escape.

 + moulinrougemusical.com/
australia

“It’s a story of artists from 
all walks of life banding 
together to put a show on 
at all costs.”

24 Hours in
Melbourne 

Royal Botanic Gardens Rob Blackburn The Panton Store

Butterfly Club Cormac HanrahanSupernormal Josie Withers

Des Flanagan Steven Grace

Moulin Rouge! The Musical Matthew Murphy 
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Keep the kids and 
teens entertained this 
school holidays at these 
Melbourne attractions.  

The 
Young 
Ones

Get On the Games
Experience live social gaming at 
Fortress Melbourne. Head to Arcade 
Alley to rack up points on all your 
favourite retro video games. Or you 
can get some uninterrupted time 
gaming on your own or with friends in 
the PC Gaming section. 

 + fortressmelbourne.com
 

Furry Friends
There’s nothing quite as amazing as 
meeting animals, so Zoos Victoria has 
introduced two new experiences. The 
Early Morning Savannah Experience at 
Werribee Open Range Zoo lets you see 
the plains animals, including giraffes, 
rhinos and ostriches, before the 
general public arrives. Plus, you’ll get to 
help the zoo keepers with the morning 
feed. Head to Healesville for the VIP 
Sanctuary Tour, where you’ll get up 
close to everyone’s favourite critters, 
including koalas and kangaroos.

 + zoo.org.au

High Flyers
During spring, kids fly free at 
Melbourne Star, the giant observation 
wheel where you can take in all the 
sights in a full 30-minute rotation.  
If you’re looking for other fun options, 
you can book kids’ parties in the 
private cabins – they come with an 
extra rotation so they get to enjoy 
the fun. 

 + melbournestar.com

Save the Planet
Federation Square welcomes 
Sustainable September. As part 
of the festivities, it also hosts the 
Little Food Festival (18 September 
– 3 October), focused on kids and 
encouraging them to care for our 
planet. They can learn about worm 
farms, recycling and cleaning up 
their neighbourhoods from a host of 
sustainability superstars.

 + fedsquare.com
 

Fortress Melbourne Werribee Open Range Zoo

Melbourne Star 
Observation Wheel
You have never seen Melbourne like this before! 

Melbourne Star Observation Wheel is located right in 
the heart of the Docklands, is the city's star attraction. 
Tantalise your taste buds when you book a private catered 
cabin experience like an indulgent Sky-High Tea crafted 
by Peter Rowland. Celebrate school holidays with the Kids 
Fly Free* off er. Prepare for take-off  at Melbourne Star. 

Special off er: Present this ad for 20% off  full-price 
general admission tickets. *T&Cs apply

Open: Daily; May–Aug 11am to 6.30pm; Sep–Apr, 11am to 
9.30pm; Christmas Day and ANZAC Day 1pm to 9.30pm
Ticket sales end and gates close 15 minutes prior to 
advertised closing time
Tram: Route 35, 70 or 86 to stop D11, free from CBD
101 Waterfront Way, Docklands
t 03 8688 9688   
w melbournestar.com
Find us on:   

Melbourne Zoo
Meet more than 320 diff erent animal species from around 
the world, just 10 minutes from the city centre!

Stroll through lush rainforests where tigers and 
elephants roam and monkeys swing in the trees. See koalas 
and kangaroos then head into an underwater world with 
little penguins and seals. Join a keeper's talk and learn 
about the animals they care for and the zoo's critical 
conservation work.

Zoos Victoria is a not-for-profi t conservation organisation 
committed to fi ghting wildlife extinction.

Become a Zoo member with unlimited entry to Melbourne 
Zoo, Werribee Open Range Zoo, and Healesville Sanctuary. 
Kids visit free on adult memberships. 

Tram: 58 to stop 26 Melbourne Zoo  
Train: Upfi eld Line, Royal Park Station

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm   

Elliott Avenue, Parkville
t  1300 966 784   w  zoo.org.au  
Find us on:     

Melbourne Star
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Don’t miss
Melbourne

The 
Young 
Ones
Continued

A Sporting Chance
Head to the Australian Sports 
Museum and make straight for the 
Game On! exhibition. Here, there are 
plenty of interactive experiences to 
bring out their competitive edge. They 
can shoot hoops, test their reflexes, 
kick for goal and see how their stills 
stack up against some of our favourite 
Aussie athletes. 

 + australiansportsmuseum.org.au
 

Find the Treasure
Charles Darwin’s personal collection. 
The world’s biggest butterfly. A 200 
million-year-old Ichthyosaurus 
fossil discovered by an 11-year-old. 
They’re all part of Treasures of the 
Natural World, the new exhibition at 
Melbourne Museum. 

 + museumsvictoria.com.au/
melbournemuseum

 

More Than Reading
If you thought the State Library 
Victoria was just filled with books, 
try again. There’s plenty happening 
there for kids, including Wednesday 
morning Playdate at the Library 
for pre-schoolers and the Pauline 
Gandel Children’s Quarter, where 
kids up to the age of 12 can play and 
read in a two-storey castle. During 
school holidays, there’s also the Kids’ 
Takeover (30 September), where the 
whole library will be transformed into 
an interactive playground.

 + slv.vic.gov.au
 
Chilling Thrilling
If they love a scary tale, take them 
to Old Melbourne Gaol for Ghosts? 
What Ghosts! During this night-time 
tour you’ll find out all about the 
gaol’s dark past and hear stories of 
unexplained happenings. This tour 
is conducted in the dark, and isn’t 
recommended for children under 12 
years of age. Or scaredy cats. 

 + oldmelbournegaol.com.au

Australian Sports Museum Michelle Couling

Treasures of the Natural World at 
Melbourne Museum
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The excitement of the 
AFL Finals Series is here.

Everyone’s weekends are now being 
organised around the games. But 
you don’t just have to sit back and 
watch. Get organised and plan a 
few activities around your team’s 
moment in the sun.  

If you’re heading to a night game at 
the MCG, go early and drop by the 
Australian Sports Museum, where 
you can see artefacts from some of the 
best moments in our sporting history, 
learn about the greats from many 
popular sports, and get stuck into the 
interactive experiences.  

If, after the game, you’ve got your 
competitive juices flowing, there are 
plenty of options to release them. 
Round up the crew and get ready 
to kick some serious putt at Holey 
Moley, where you can play nine 
themed holes of indoor mini golf. 
When you’ve had enough, hit the 
karaoke room and discover if you’re 
Adele or Kanye.  

If you’re hungry, the kitchen at 
Butchers Diner – serving toasties, 
burgers, steaks, skewers and more –  
is open until 2am every night.  

 + australiansportsmuseum.org.au 
 + holeymoley.com.au 
 + butchersdiner.com

Holey Moley

Australian Sports Museum at the MCG Michelle Couling

It’s  
Game  
Day
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MCG and Australian 
Sports Museum

Tram: Route 
48 or 75 to 
stop 12 or 70 
to  stop 7C  
Train: To 

Richmond or Jolimont Station 
MCG Tours: Daily, every 30 
minutes between 10am to 3pm 
Australian Sports Museum: 
Daily from 10am to 5pm
Alternative trading hours apply 
on event days. Please visit our 
website for information.
Gate 3, MCG, Yarra Park, 
Jolimont
t 03 9657 8879 
w mcg.org.au
w australiansportsmuseum.
org.au
Find us on:     

Explore the inner 
sanctum of the Melbourne 
Cricket Ground and 
discover Australia’s rich 
sporting culture.

Follow in the footsteps of 
greatness at the MCG
Ever wanted to explore behind the 
scenes at the mighty G? Experience 
an unforgettable access-all-areas MCG 
Tour as you step into the world of our 
greatest sporting legends.

You’ll be able to explore exclusive 
spaces, including player change 
rooms, the Ron Casey Media Centre 
and member-only areas of the 
Melbourne Cricket Club such as the 
Long Room, or take a walk along the 
sidelines of the hallowed arena.

Come play at the 
Australian Sports 
Museum
The Australian Sports Museum is no 
ordinary museum. It’s an exciting and 

ever-changing experience where the 
latest technology has been used to 
create immersive exhibits and galleries. 
Discover all the greatest sporting 
stories from cricket, AFL, the Olympics, 
Sport Australia Hall of Fame, Victorian 
Racing Gallery and the reimagined 
Game On! interactive space.

Collect your sweatband and interact 
with the exhibits as you learn about 
Australian culture through sport.
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IceBar Melbourne
Keeping things a fun and frosty -10°C 
here in Melbourne all year round!

Get rugged up before you head inside 
Australia’s only ice bar. It’s the perfect 
place to cosy up with a date, party 
with friends or chill with 
the family! 

Special off er: 15% off  Deluxe Entry. 
Includes snow gear, cocktail and a 
shot. Use code: deluxe15.
Online bookings essential.
The Atrium, Federation Square, 
Melbourne
t 1300 ICEBAR   
w icebarmelbourne.com   
Find us on:     

Around and About 
Travel and 
Planning
Get your friends or family together 
for a private tour exploring Victoria. 
See the Great Ocean Road, Phillip 
Island, Wilsons Prom, Gippsland, 
the Grampians, Mount Macedon, 
Daylesford or the Yarra Valley wine 
region. Around and About Travel 
off ers you the chance to see your 
own backyard on a small group tour 
with only 10 passengers. Book now 
to receive a discount.

We pick up from most Melbourne 
city hotels and hostels. 
t 0414 637 072   
w aroundandabout.com.au   
e info@aroundandabout.com.au    
Find us on:    

Port Phillip Ferries
Escape the city and take a cruise to 
the coastal towns of Portarlington or 
Geelong. Enjoy wineries, seafood and 
the charm of Portarlington on the 
Bellarine Peninsula, or the vibrant 
cultural city and attractive waterfront 
of Geelong. The experience is beyond 
just a ferry service. Think onboard 
licensed cafe, free Wi-Fi, free bike 
racks, charging stations, friendly staff  
and endless scenic views. And there’s 
always a chance to spot a dolphin, seal 
or penguin.
Tram: Route 35, 70 or 75 to stop D3  
Train: To Southern Cross Station
Schedule: Visit portphillipferries.
com.au for the most up-to-date 
schedule.
131 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands   
t  03 9514 8959   
w  portphillipferries.com.au   
Find us on:     

IcebarPort Phillip Around and About
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Craft
Discover Australia’s best contemporary makers in the 
heart of Melbourne. Located off  Flinders Lane, Craft 
showcases immersive exhibitions and one-of-a-kind 
collectable objects by leading Australian artists and 
designers working across mediums including ceramics, 
jewellery, glass, textiles and more. 

Be part of our annual Craft Contemporary Festival this 
October; a month-long celebration of new approaches, 
ideas and experimentation by today’s makers through 
a dynamic program of exhibitions and events across 
Victoria and online. 

Tram: 1, 3/3a, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67, 72 
Train: Flinders Street Station

Watson Place, Off  Flinders Lane, 
Melbourne 
t 03 9650 7775
w Craft.org.au
Find us on:     

Live the French way

There's a point of view, then there's a sweeping city view.

Sofitel Melbourne On Collins

25 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria

Book your stay at sofitel-melbourne.com.au

PARIS - MELBOURNE - SYDNEY - LONDON - NEW YORK - BEIJING - BALI

Image: 50th floor Deluxe Suite

Here are a few ideas to 
start your staycation 
itinerary. 
 
Day One
Check into the Sofitel Melbourne 
On Collins  in the city’s East End, 
before taking a stroll through nearby 
Fitzroy Gardens to Cooks’ Cottage. 
Afterwards, order a classic cocktail at 
the Sofitel’s stylish Atrium Bar On 35.

 Day Two
Are you an early riser? Jump on a 
tram or walk across the city to Queen 
Victoria Market. You’ll be able to grab 
breakfast – borek or a panini, perhaps 
– and great coffee before you hit the 

stalls. If you’re interested in history, 
head to Melbourne Central and check 
out Coop's Shot Tower, built in 1889 
and now one of only three of its kind in 
the country. There’s a small museum 
near the RM Williams store. Duck back 
to home base in time for Melbourne’s 
highest tea at No35 Restaurant at 
the Sofitel Melbourne On Collins. It’s 
tradition served with a side of views.

Day Three
Make the most of your final day by 
walking to Fed Square early, where 
there are often free tai chi, qigong and 
meditation classes. Afterwards, head 
back along the Yarra River to the park 
at Birrarung Marr. Here you’ll find 

the Birrarung Wilam Aboriginal art 
installation and Deborah Halpern’s 
two-headed Angel sculpture. 

Check out more staycation ideas at:
 + visitmelbourne.com/staycation
 + sofitel-melbourne.com.au

Stay and Play

Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne
Reconnect with nature in an inner-city oasis. Home 
to breathtaking landscapes, Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne is considered among the world's fi nest 
botanic gardens.

Venture inside to explore curated Living Collections and 
discover specimens from across the globe, as well as rare 
native species. Wander between succulents erupting 
from the earth at Guilfoyle’s Volcano (pictured) and step 
beneath the lush canopy in Fern Gully. Or simply roll 
out a picnic rug by Ornamental Lake and spend your 
day relaxing.

Tram: Route 3, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67 or 72 to stop 19

Open: Daily, 7.30am until 5.30pm (until 4 October) 
Daily, 7.30am until 7.30pm (from 4 October)

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne,
Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne
t 03 9252 2429
w rbg.vic.gov.au
Find us on:     

Sofitel Melbourne Josie Withers
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queen victoria market
Queen Victoria Market is Melbourne’s most iconic 
market and has been the heart and soul of the city 
for more than 140 years. Home to over 600 small 
businesses, it’s a great place to discover fresh and 
specialty produce, handmade and local products, 
great coffee and food, souvenirs and clothing.

Shopping at the Market has always been one of 
life’s great pleasures. It’s not just the abundance 
of fresh food, it’s the friendly banter with the 
traders, the vibrant and multicultural atmosphere, 
the special events and festivals, and the sense of 
belonging that comes with a trip to the much-loved 
Queen Victoria Market.

Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Also open seasonally on Wednesday 
evenings for themed night markets. For trading 
hours and what’s on visit qvm.com.au

qvm.com.au

A great way to explore the Market is 
with the Ultimate Foodie Tour, 

a guided walking tour where you’ll 
indulge in some of the best food 

the Market has to offer. 

Bookings essential at 
qvm.com.au/tours

INDUSTRY PARTNER

vviissiitt

Melbourne River Cruises
Enjoy sightseeing or a trip to Williamstown and discover 
the best of what Melbourne has to off er.

Yarra Sightseeing Cruises: One- or two-hour cruises 
Daily from 10.15am to 4pm departing every 30 mins
City & Williamstown Ferry: One-way or return trip 
Daily from 10.30am to 3.30pm departing every hour

Open: Daily, 9am to 4pm
Special off er: 20% discount on all cruises*
Use code MRC20 when booking 
Tram: Flinders Street Station stop 4
Train: Flinders Street Station
Ticket kiosk: Southbank Lower Promenade 
Berth 2 (below Southgate food court)
t 03 8610 2600
w melbcruises.com.au
Find us on:    

*T&C: Valid for adult and child tickets only. Cannot be redeemed with any  other off er. 

Parliament House
Visit Victoria’s Parliament House, one of Australia’s oldest 
and most architecturally distinguished public buildings. 
Free guided tours are provided on non-sitting weeks, 
Monday to Friday. Groups of six or more must book. On 
sitting weeks, come and see Parliament in action.

Public tours: Non-sitting weeks, Mon–Fri, 9.30am; 11am; 
1pm; 2.30pm; & 4pm 

Spring Street, East Melbourne
t  03 9651 8568   
w  parliament.vic.gov.au/visit   
Find us on:     

QVM MRC Day
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Spirit of Melbourne 
Cruising Restaurants
Enjoy a relaxing three-hour Yarra River dinner cruises 
when you book a place on the Spirit of Melbourne 
cruising restaurant. Cruise includes:

 + Entrée tasting platter
 + Main course (one selection per guest)
 + Dessert platter 
 + Cheese tasting platter 
 + Tea, coff ee and chocolates 
 + Premium selection of Victorian red, white and 

sparkling wines, beers and spirits
 + Port or liqueur

Adult: $145 | Child (14–17): $95 | Child (2–13): $60

Special off er: 10% off  booking. Use code SOM10*
Operating hours: Thu, Fri, Sat: 7.30pm to 10.30pm
Offi  ce and booking hours: Daily, 9am to 5pm

Southbank Lower Promenade Berth 1
t 03 8610 2600
w melbcruises.com.au

*T&C: Valid for adult and child tickets only. Cannot be redeemed with any  other off er. 

Shrine of Remembrance
Built in 1934, the Shrine of Remembrance is the war 
memorial of Victoria and one of Melbourne’s most 
recognisable landmarks.

Find peaceful refl ection in the Sanctuary and explore 
the Galleries of Remembrance, where more than 800 
artworks, historical artefacts and personal eff ects 
illustrate the experiences of Australian veterans from the 
1850s to today. The Balcony off ers breathtaking vistas of 
Melbourne and oversees the Shrine’s 13-hectare Reserve 
and Second World Memorial Forecourt where the Eternal 
Flame has burned since 1954.

All are welcome to observe The Last Post Service every 
Sunday at 4.45pm, complete with buglers, bagpipers and 
Shrine Guard in historic uniform.

Tram: Stop 19, St Kilda Road

Open: Daily, 10am to 5pm

Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne
t 03 9661 8100
w shrine.org.au
Find us on:     

Arts Centre Melbourne 
is the centrepiece of the 
city’s arts precinct. Every 
day it hosts world-class 
performances across its 
stages – theatre, music, 
dance, circus and more. 

Home of Culture
Arts Centre Melbourne is bigger 
than most people realise. With three 
venues, the Theatres Building (under 
the Spire), Hamer Hall and  the 
outdoor Sidney Myer Music Bowl, 
it is home to Melbourne Symphony 

Orchestra, Opera Australia, The 
Australian Ballet and Melbourne 
Theatre Company.

More to See
Delve into our contemporary music 
scene through immersive digital 
experiences and incredible iconic 
objects at the Australian Music Vault. 
Also check out the Sunday Market, 
where local artisans sell handmade 
goods, including arts, crafts and 
delicious delicacies.

Child’s Play
See Alison Lester AM’s classic book 
Magic Beach (24–28 November) come 
to life on stage as text, song, light, 
shadow and movement combine in 
a show for children aged three to eight. 

Refresh Yourself 
Before your show or during the day, 
there are a number of eateries to sate 
appetites. For a quick lunch or coffee 
try Protagonist on the forecourt. After 
dark, classic cocktails and a modern 
Australian menu feature at The Barre.

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

Advertorial

Heart  
of the  
Arts

Beneath its landmark spire,  
Arts Centre Melbourne delivers  
the best of the city’s creative scene.

MRC Night
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Make It Live
Music lovers should check the 
schedule at Forum Melbourne, where 
superstars, including Soul II Soul (11 
November) and Rolling Blackouts 
Coastal Fever (5 November), will grace 
the stage. She’s a comedy festival 
favourite and hit the big time when 
her Netflix special Nanette went viral. 
Now Hannah Gadsby is ready to debut 
her stand-up show, Body of Work 
(26 October – 7 November), at the 
Comedy Theatre. If cabaret hits your 
high notes, check out the schedule at 
The Butterfly Club, which features a 
number of shows each day. 

 + forummelbourne.com.au
 + marrinergroup.com.au
 + thebutterflyclub.com

New and Noteworthy
Adventure right into art with Van 
Gogh at THE LUME Melbourne, an 
epic, interactive gallery where you 
can walk directly into works by the 
legendary Vincent van Gogh. Stare in 
wonder as works with which you’re 
likely familiar – Starry Night, The 
Bedroom – come to life on walls. After 
many years of pop-up exhibitions, 
Science Gallery Melbourne now 
has a permanent home in Carlton. 
Enter through the multimedia 
installation, Digital Bricks, to find a 
world where art and science meet. 
The first exhibition, MENTAL, offers a 
welcoming space to confront bias and 
stereotypes around mental health. 

 + thelume.com/melbourne
 + melbourne.sciencegallery.com

 

First Nations Knowledge
Naarm (Melbourne) has a rich 
Indigenous history and thriving 
culture. Find out more about it on 
one of Koorie Heritage Trust’s guided 
walking tours along Birrarung 
Marr (Yarra River). At Melbourne 
Museum, Bunjilaka allows visitors 
to experience Indigenous culture 
through storytelling, language 
and contemporary and historical 
artworks and objects. There’s also 
the chance to tour Milarra, the 
Indigenous garden, which features 
native plants and a pond. At NGV 
Australia, Maree Clarke: Ancestral 
Memories (until 3 October) is the first 
major retrospective for the artist who 
is known for reviving and sharing 
elements of Aboriginal culture that 
have lain dormant since colonisation.

 + koorieheritagetrust.com.au
 + museumsvictoria.com.au/
bunjilaka
 + ngv.melbourne 

Must Sees
Hidden for decades, Flinders Street 
Station’s mysterious ballroom has 
opened its doors for RISING: A 
Miracle Constantly Repeated by 
Patricia Piccinini (on till January). 
See the ballroom’s architecture 
with enormous dioramas, sentient 
saplings, nurturing marine mammals 
and enormous life-sustaining foliage, 
showcasing how technology and 
nature coexist and combine. This year 
the Victorian Opera’s annual Youth 
Opera is Schubert’s The Friends of 
Salamanca (19–20 November), a rom-
com romp set in Spain. It will be a 
thrilling experience for all ages when 
the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra 
plays a live soundtrack for Harry 
Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 
(28–30 October).

 + rising.melbourne 
 + victorianopera.com.au
 + mso.com.au

Arts & Culture
Expand your mind and get a different view of the world 
when you immerse yourself in Melbourne's art, music 
and theatre offerings.
 
Melburnians are a creative bunch, which is lucky since incredible cultural 
experiences can be found in theatres, galleries and venues right across the city. 
Transport yourself to Spain at Goya: Drawings From the Prado (until 3 October) 
at NGV International or discover a century of creativity and innovation at 
ACMI’s exhibition Disney: The Magic of Animation. You can even take it outside, 
exploring laneways filled with street art or following public art trails in parks 
and gardens.  

The Friends of SalamancaVan Gogh at THE LUME Melbourne Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural CentreDisney: The Magic of Animation at ACMI
Bambi, 1942, Disney Studio Artist, Story sketch, colored 
pencil and graphite on paper © Disney Enterprises
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Enter, 
Stage Right

This is a city that loves 
being entertained. We 
see it every weekend 
when sporting venues are 
packed, but it happens 
at the other end of the 
spectrum too. At the 
East End of the CBD, in 
the blocks bordered by 
Swanston, Flinders, Spring 
and La Trobe streets, 
there’s a plethora of 
theatres bringing music, 
theatre, comedy and 
musicals to the masses. 

Hot tickets at the moment include 
Moulin Rouge! The Musical at the 
Regent Theatre and Harry Potter 
and the Cursed Child at the Princess 
Theatre, but there’s more to see and do. 

Returning to Melbourne and the 
Comedy Theatre is Once (17 September 
– 3 October), the musical inspired by 
the 2007 movie starring Grammy 
Award winners Glen Hansard and 
Markéta Irglová. Toby Francis and 
Stefanie Caccamo take on their roles, 
with Jay Laga’aia also joining the cast. 
Bring your tissues.

Across the road at Her Majesty’s 
Theatre, Frozen the Musical (until 
mid-October) continues its hit run. 
This story of sisterhood, and its song 
‘Let It Go’, is a favourite with tweens 
the world over. They’ll be mesmerised 
when Anna, Elsa and Olaf bring the 
story to life in front of them.

Get your tickets to Ghost Stories 
(5 October – 13 November) at the 
Athenaeum. Written by Jeremy 
Dyson (The League of Gentlemen) and 
Andy Nyman (Peaky Blinders), this 
terrifying stage phenomenon is sure 
to have you jumping in your seat.

But it’s not just art on the stage that 
makes the allure of the East End so 
strong. This is an area with more than 

its fair share of dining and drinking 
experiences to top and tail a night 
out. Hit Chinatown for dumplings or 
enjoy oysters and a glass of bubbles 
at The European. After the show, 
put your heads together at swanky 
cocktail bar 1806 or head to the 
rooftop at Siglo, where red wine, 
martinis and its famous sausage rolls 
fuel late-night sessions.

 + eastend.melbourne
Frozen the Musical Lisa Tomasetti

Moulin Rouge! The Musical
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Old Quad
Emu Sky Open from August 2021 

Explorations of Aboriginal science, 
language and land management 
practice invite the audience to 
consider the depth and breadth 
of Aboriginal knowledge of, and 
responsibilities to, Country. Bringing 
together the works of art, research 
and storytelling of more than 30 
Aboriginal collaborators, Emu 
Sky off ers an illumination and an 
opportunity to listen and explore 
new ways of seeing.

Tram: Route 1, 3-3a, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67, or 
72 to Melbourne University 
tram stop

Train: Melbourne Central then a 10 
minute walk up Swanston Street

Open: Tues–Fri, 10am to 4pm & 
Sat 11am to 4pm. Free admission

Building 150 (Parkville Campus) 
The University of Melbourne, 
Parkville
w about.unimelb.edu.au/old-quad

Science Gallery 
Melbourne
MENTAL: Head Inside 
20 July – 4 December 2021 

See more than 20 experimental 
projects from local and international 
artists and research collaborators 
that refl ect a range of diff erent 
perspectives on mental health and 
ways of being. This is a place to 
explore, empathise and question 
what it means to be human using 
science, technology and creativity.

Tram: Route 1, 3-3a, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67, or 
72 to Melbourne University 
tram stop

Train: Melbourne Central then a 10 
minute walk up Swanston Street

Open: Tues–Sat, 11am to 5pm.  
Free admission

700 Swanston Street, Carlton
e info@melbourne.sciencegallery. 
 com
w melbourne.sciencegallery.com

Buxton 
Contemporary
This is a poem
9 July – 14 November 2021

Conceived to creatively animate 
the Michael Buxton Collection, this 
exhibition brings art, artists and 
poetry into orbit with audiences, 
through an experimental and 
experiential exhibition that 
explores the longstanding tradition 
of ekphrastic poetry. Curated by 
Melissa Keys.

Image: Mitch Cairns, ‘Studies for 
This is a poem’ 2020, letraset on 
A4 paper © The artist

Open: Wed–Sun, 11am to 5pm. 
Mon & Tues, closed. Free admission

Cnr Southbank Boulevard and 
Dodds Street, Southbank
t 03 9035 9339
e buxton-contemporary@
 unimelb.edu.au   
w buxtoncontemporary.com

Located in the heart of the city, State 
Library Victoria is the perfect place to 
spend the day with your family.
 
Discover a cultural playground with 
a dedicated children’s zone, family 
programming and free daily tours 
and exhibitions. Refuel your family 
adventure at the library’s onsite cafe 
Mr Tulk, then treat the kids with a visit 
to Readings bookshop located in the 
library’s Russell Street Welcome Zone.
 
To view the full schedule of State 
Library’s family experiences, visit 

 + slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on

Tram: Route 1, 3, 3a, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67 or 
72 to stop 8; and 30 or 35 (free City 
Circle) to stop 7  
Train: Melbourne Central Station

Open: 10am to 6pm, seven days a 
week. Closed Good Friday, 25–26 Dec 
& 1 Jan
328 Swanston Street, Melbourne
t 03 8664 7000 
w slv.vic.gov.au
Find us on:     

State 
Library 
Victoria

Pauline Gandel Children’s Quarter  
Trevor Mein

46 47

http://slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://slv.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://buxtoncontemporary.com?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://melbourne.sciencegallery.com?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://about.unimelb.edu.au/old-quad?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


Melbourne Theatre 
Company
A much-loved cultural institution, Melbourne Theatre 
Company is your ticket to the city’s best entertainment this 
spring. Award-winning playwright Anthony Weigh brings a 
fantastical touch to the uniquely Melbourne story of Heide 
Museum of Modern Art in Sunday, Declan Furber Gillick 
delivers a whip-smart and moving world premiere, Jacky, and 
Simon Phillips brings Melbourne another spectacular slice 
of Shakespeare with As You Like It, featuring music by Kate 
Miller-Heidke. See what’s on during your stay and discover 
more at mtc.com.au. 

Tram: Route 1 to stop 17    
Train: To Flinders Street Station

Southbank Theatre 
140 Southbank Boulevard, Southbank
t 03 8688 0800   
w mtc.com.au   
Find us on:      

Pullman Melbourne 
on the Park
‘It's game time’. Melbourne is the undisputed sporting 
capital and a mecca for entertainment. The freshly 
renovated Pullman is your new home at the epicentre of 
the action. Positioned perfectly next to the MCG, close 
to Rod Laver Arena and AAMI Park, it puts you right in 
the fi eld of play to explore all this precinct has to off er. 
Discover brand new premium rooms, world-class food 
and beverage in The Cliveden and sweeping views of the 
city all at your fi ngertips.

Our world is your playground.

Tram: Route 75 & 48 to stop 11
Train: Jolimont Station

192 Wellington Parade, East Melbourne
t 03 9419 2000
w pullmanonthepark.com.au
Find us on:   
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Take it Higher
Want to kick back with a spritz and 
view of Parliament House? The 
rooftop at Imperial Hotel is a sun-
soaked, relaxed spot, with screens that 
show the footy. Up an unassuming 
staircase on Swanston Street, you’ll 
find Dom’s Social Club. It has three 
levels, the top one being a rooftop 
with terrazzo-topped tables. The 
cocktail list features classics with 
a twist, with a focus on Australian 
spirits. There’s an Italian vibe to the 
drinks and menu at Carlton’s Johnny’s 
Green Room with its views back 
towards the city skyline.

 + bourkestreetimperial.com
 + domssocial.club
 + johnnysgreenroom.com

Eat & Drink
This is a city of tastemakers, and that is a distinct 
advantage for all of us. Make the most of the 
restaurant scene at all hours of the day and night.

Whether you’re catching up with friends for coffee or planning a family 
celebration, there are so many options in Melbourne’s dining scene. You can 
choose to eat from European-inspired menus of the finest seasonal ingredients 
or sit down to a sharing table of yum cha. Bowls of ramen or juicy burgers are 
just the ticket after a long night out, especially if you’ve been imbibing at one of 
the fine cocktail or rooftop bars. 

Johnny’s Green Room

Street Talking
It’s the city’s first zero-carbon kitchen, 
and Atiyah serves up delicious and 
healthy Lebanese street food – lamb, 
cheese, spinach and other tasty 
fillings wrapped in manakish – from 
Fed Square. Tuck into some of India’s 
best snacks – pani puri, chaat, dosas 
and much more – at Delhi Streets. It 
might be from Naples but some say 
New Yorkers do it best, so get to Sal’s 
Authentic New York Pizza for some 
legendary pie.

 + atiyah.life
 + delhistreets.com.au
 + salspizza.com.au

 

New Kids in Town
Chef Karen Martini is back and 
pleasing crowds at Hero. Come by at 
lunch for the excellent crumbed fish 
sandwich or later on for Italian fare. 
There’s a menu that spans the globe at 
Lollo, Adam D’Syvla’s new restaurant 
at W Melbourne. His heritage is 
Indian and Italian, so there’s chicken 
cotoletta alongside his famous 
red duck curry. Even committed 
omnivores will be converted to the 
joys of veganism – especially the juicy 
Classic Smash Burger from the all-day 
dining menu – at Shannon Martinez 
and Ian Curley’s Lona Misa at South 
Yarra’s Ovolo Hotel. 

 + acmi.net.au/hero
 + marriott.com.au
 + ovolohotels.com

 

Classic Connections
 A Bourke Street staple for more than 
a decade, Florentino is a luxurious 
Italian restaurant draped in tradition. 
Take a seat outside for a more relaxed, 
but no less delicious, outing. For 
almost half a century, diners have 
marvelled at the fine technique and 
Cantonese flavours at Flower Drum. 
Choose the banquet menu to get the 
full experience. On the other hand, 
Gimlet at Cavendish House is an 
opulent newcomer, but everything – 
from the late-night supper menu to 
the fun and knowledgeable service 
– is the epitome of what a dining 
experience should be.

 + florentino.com.au
 + flowerdrum.melbourne
 + gimlet.melbourne

LolloAtiyah Gimlet at Cavendish House Sharyn Cairns 
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A Sporting Chance
It’s footy finals season. Catch all the 
action at either The Pub or Sports 
Bar, where strategically positioned 
big screens mean you’ll never miss 
a goal. Or meet up at one of Crown’s 
restaurants and bars before or after a 
game at the MCG or Marvel Stadium. 
Once the footy is over, the fun of 
spring racing begins. Celebrate in the 
sun at one of Crown's terrace venues 
overlooking the Yarra.

Fashion Fling
There’s no better time of year to 
refresh your wardrobe than spring, 
the season of renewal. Crown is home 
to a number of luxury fashion houses, 
including Prada, Salvatore Ferragamo 
and Louis Vuitton.

Dine In Style
The Crown Riverwalk comes alive this 
spring with classic French bistronomy 
at Bistro Guillaume, fresh seafood 
from The Atlantic or the famous 
fusion flavours of Nobu.

 + crownmelbourne.com.au

Live a  
Little Finer

Bistro Guillaume

It’s the place to be this spring. Crown Melbourne 
offers entertainment, dining and fun for everyone.

Nobu
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Not Breakfast,
Not Lunch

packages: Basic gets you two hours 
of unlimited mimosas, sparkling 
wine, beer or cider, while the Baller 
is all that plus espresso martinis and 
Aperol spritzes.

You’ve got a choice at Prahran’s 
The Smith. On Saturday, the venue 
hosts Gospel Brunch, while it moves 
to the other end of the entertainment 
spectrum on Sunday with Drag 
Brunch. Think bottomless drinks and 

the choice of dishes, including lobster 
and prawn rolls and berry hotcakes.

You might not necessarily equate 
Mexican food with brunch, but 
Bodega Underground takes it up a 
notch. From Friday to Sunday, with 
three sittings each day (including 
the sleep-in friendly time of 3.15pm), 
it serves up five dishes – elote, tacos 
and churros included – as well as 
bottomless Mexican drinks. There’s 

the Mexi-Mimosa, which blends 
prosecco and guava, micheladas (a 
salty, spicy, tomatoey beer), classic 
palomas and batangas consisting of 
tequila, cola and lime with a salt rim. 
There’s a vegan menu, too. 

 + darlinggroup.com.au
 + evies.net.au
 + thesmithprahran.com.au
 + bodegaunderground.com.au

Higher Ground Rebecca Newman Evie’s Bar & Diner

It’s something Melburnians take very 
seriously, so it should come as no 
surprise that there’s a whole range of 
brunch options available right across 
the city. Of course, you can simply get 
up late and head to a favourite cafe 
for coffee and your favourite dishes, 
whether they involve eggs, avocados 
or an altogether more exotic option 
(Higher Ground’s spanner crab 
benedict is a favourite). Or you could 
seek out something more fun and 

make the weekend just a little more 
special. Whether you make plans for 
afterwards or head back to bed for a 
nap is completely up to you.

Each weekend, Evie’s Bar & Diner in 
Fitzroy hosts a bottomless brunch. 
The fun, sparkly atmosphere is the 
perfect way to start (or end) the 
weekend. There are a number of 
dishes to choose from, including 
some vegan options, plus two drinks 
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In One Place
Local labels like Kloke and Assembly 
Label, as well as international 
designers and high-end street style 
and sneakers, can all be found at 
QV Melbourne, which is designed to 
emulate the city’s famous laneways. 
There’s a full floor of Australian 
designers – Scanlan Theodore, Diida, 
Bec + Bridge  and Bassike – at sleek, 
chic Emporium. The Café Court is a 
standout here, too. At The District 
Docklands you can shop at H&M, 
Uniqlo and Bonds, as well as stock 
the pantry at Market Lane, its fresh 
food precinct.

 + qv.com.au
 + emporiummelbourne.com.au
 + thedistrictdocklands.com.au

 

Fast Fashion Be Gone
At Sister Studios, all the cute and 
fun clothing is made in Melbourne 
from natural fabrics and dead stock 
(leftover fabric that might otherwise 
go to waste). Nobody Denim also 
creates all its garments in Melbourne  
and traces fabric production, reduces 
water use, offers a repair service 
and donates garments to women’s 
shelters. If you love beauty mega 
stores, check out Saint Francis Place. 
Its curated collection of natural 
skincare and beauty products comes 
from independent brands and small-
batch producers.

 + sisterstudios.com.au
 + nobodydenim.com
 + saintfrancisplace.com.au

 

Local Gems
Browse the works of Melbourne’s 
finest craftspeople at Guild of Objects. 
Whether you’re after screen-printed 
cushions to spruce up the sofa or 
handmade ceramics for the kitchen, 
you’ll be spoiled for choice. If you’re 
in the market for contemporary 
jewellery, Pieces of Eight is a gallery 
and store showcasing the work of 
Australian makers. SO:ME Space 
in South Melbourne Market is an 
incubator space with permanent and 
pop-up stalls for emerging designers 
and creative small businesses.

 + guildofobjects.com
 + piecesofeight.com.au
 + southmelbournemarket.com.au

Bassike at Emporium Ain Raadik Nobody Denim Pieces of Eight

Hey, Cute Stuff
Everything from fun printed t-shirts 
to kitsch Australiana salt and 
pepper shakers fill the shelves and 
racks at Monsterthreads. It stocks 
all Australian designers, including 
Geelong-based Penny Scallan who 
creates gorgeous backpacks and 
umbrellas printed with cartoon 
characters. Get collaborative pieces 
from artists across the world at 
Third Drawer Down, which is as 
much a gallery as a store. She has 
superstar fans, including Beyoncé 
and Jessica Biel, but you can buy Lucy 
Folk’s quirky jewellery, eyewear and 
accessories from her petite boutique.

 + monsterthreads.com.au
 + thirddrawerdown.com
 + lucyfolk.com

 

Shop
Get retail ready. Spring is a great time to refresh your 
wardrobe, spruce up your home or surprise a friend 
with a thoughtful gift. 
 
You can get it wandering the mall. You can get it strolling a high street. You 
can get it exploring a market. As a matter of fact, no matter where you are in 
Melbourne you can be struck by shopping inspiration. When you’re ready to 
splurge, check out the work of local designers and makers, who all have their 
own distinctive styles. New collections arrive in the stores nearly every week,  
so there’s always something new to check out. 

Lucy Folk
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The Rose St. 
Artists’ Market
Found in the heart of eclectic 
Fitzroy, The Rose St. Artists’ Market 
showcases everything from quirky 
homewares and stunning fashion 
through to intricate jewellery and 
unique paintings. So if you’re a lover 
of all things handmade then look no 
further. Come along and experience it 
for yourself.

Tram: Number 11 or 96 from city to 
stop 16 

Open: Saturday and Sunday, 
10am to 4pm

60 Rose Street, Fitzroy
t 03 9419 5529    
w rosestmarket.com.au   
Find us on:    

Spencer Outlet 
Centre
Shop Melbourne CBD’s only outlet 
centre, conveniently located next to 
Southern Cross Station, in the City’s 
Free Tram Zone.

Discover more than a hundred of 
your favourite fashion, food and 
homeware brands including the 
CBD’s only TK Maxx, Harris Scarfe, 
Cotton On Mega, as well as Chemist 
Warehouse, Coles supermarket and 
Liquorland. You’ll fi nd great bargains, 
every day. 

Open: Sat – Wed 10am to 6pm, 
Thu & Fri 10am to 7pm 
Food court open from 8am daily 

201 Spencer Street, Melbourne 
t 03 8689 7577 
w spenceroutletcentre.com.au    
Find us on:    

Lightning Ridge 
Opal Mines
Join the Le Souëf family to learn about the most beautiful 
gemstone in the world. With more than 50 yearsʼ 
experience mining, cutting and exporting opals, we can 
teach you about all eight varieties available in Australia 
and how they are cut, polished and valued.

Visit our showroom for a unique, interactive, obligation-
free lesson, then browse our huge range of internationally 
guaranteed opals.

Tram: Route 19, 57 or 59 to stop 2

Open: Mon–Fri, 9.30am to 5.30pm  
Weekends by appointment

94 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne
t 03 9654 4444
w opals.net.au
Find us on:    

The Tea Rooms 
1892
Located at the Block Arcade, The Tea 
Rooms 1892 is home to the original 
Hopetoun Tea Rooms. Indulge in a 
truly unique experience from the 
historic settings to the delectable 
selection of savouries and sweets. 
Book your high tea online.

Open: Mon – Fri 8am to 5.30pm, 
Sat – Sun 9am to 5.30pm

Shops 1 & 2, The Block Arcade, 
280 Collins St, Melbourne
w thetearooms1892.com.au   
Find us on:     

Rose St
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Of course, you’ll need to top off the 
look with the perfect hat or fascinator. 
Wendy Scully Millinery creates 
one-off headpieces in a huge range of 
styles – from vintage to avant-garde 
looks – to match your perfect outfit.

If the racecourse isn’t your scene, 
there are still plenty of fun fashion 
options to brighten up the day. 
Textile designer Cassie Byrnes’ label 
Variety Hour is a riot of colour and 
pattern, with dresses, tops, jumpsuits 
and more created in small batches. 
Miranda Murphy – the label by 
Melbourne designer Miranda Bourke 
– is only available online but has great 
easy-wearing pieces in vibrant hues 
and engaging patterns.

One label you can never go wrong 
with is Obus. Creative director Kylie 
Zerbst founded her company more 
than 20 years ago, and set up her 
workshop and flagship store in 
Northcote. Her colourful designs, 
often inspired by her travels, are ones 
that can be worn for years and from 
one season to the next. 

 + racingvictoria.com.au
 + melbournecupcarnival.com.au
 + diida.com.au
 + facebook.com/birdskinau
 + wendyscully.com
 + varietyhourstudio.com
 + mirandamurphy.com.au
 + obus.com.au

Spring  
Has
Sprung

Flowers are blooming, 
baby birds are tweeting 
and love is in the air. But 
there’s another part of 
spring we can’t resist – 
and that’s stripping off 
the winter layers and 
brightening up our outlook 
with colour and pattern. 

People often say that Melburnians 
are clad in black from top to toe every 
day, but that’s just a myth. And there’s 
no better time of year to brighten 
your fashion outlook than the season 
of renewal.

One of the prime reasons to add a 
touch of colour and flair is the Spring 
Racing Carnival, especially during 
November. Each day during the 
Melbourne Cup Carnival has a theme, 
and while Derby Day is all about 
classic black and white, all the others 
– and particularly Melbourne Cup Day 
celebrate a festive approach. 

Try Diida for strong, confident looks 
in gorgeous jewel colours, or seek out 
the work of Geelong designer Ali Rauf 
and her label Bird Skin, which took 
out the Emerging Designer Crown 
during last year’s Melbourne Cup 
Fashions on the Field.

ObusBird Skin Carmen Rose Variety Hour
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Neighbourhoods Map

Plan your 
journey
Use the free PTV app or visit the 
website below to plan your journey 
and get travel updates. 

 + ptv.vic.gov.au

Explore Further
Shop Till You Drop Pg.64 .... 1  – 5

Life’s a Beach Pg.68 ...................  6

Take a Ride Pg.70 ................. 7  – 9

All Points North Pg.72 ......... 10  – 12

The Great Outdoors Pg.74 .. 13  – 18

Go West Pg.76 ....................... 19  – 21

  

Footscray 21

In the late afternoon, catch a train to 
Footscray Station and you’ll arrive 
in the midst of this eclectic suburb.
Grab some Vietnamese food – salt 
and pepper quail, prawn and ginger 
dumplings, crispy fish salad – at Sapa 
Hills, then head to Back Alley Sally’s. 
This multi-storey warehouse serves 
local beers, Victorian wines and 
house cocktails. 
 
Fitzroy 3

Hop on a number 11 tram from 
the city towards Brunswick Street. 
Spend the day exploring boutiques 
such as HoMie for locally produced 
streetwear, with profits going 
towards supporting young people 
facing homelessness and hardship. 
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Head out into the suburbs to discover shopping experiences 
far removed from those you’ll find in the CBD.

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Shop Till You Drop

The Fashion Capital 1

With more than 550 stores, you’ll be able to browse the day away at Chadstone. 
Most of the luxury brands, including newcomer Longchamp, can be found here 
under one roof, so prepare to splurge. It’s also the only place in Melbourne where 
you can visit Alexander McQueen and Tod’s stores. When you’re done shopping, 
there are a number of dining precincts, as well as options for entertainment. 
Treat the kids to a visit to Legoland or take a load off at Hoyts. There is truly 
something for everyone, including accommodation. Connected via a canopied 
walkway, Hotel Chadstone Melbourne MGallery by Sofitel offers a luxury retreat 
for when you're finished shopping and ready to relax. 

 + chadstone.com.au
 

North Star 2

Those seeking out local designers and 
independent boutiques should take 
a stroll along High Street, Northcote. 
At I Dream A Highway there’s an 
excellent selection of Australian 
designer fashion, accessories and 
gifts. Give your home a spruce with 
the gorgeous pieces at The Phoenix 
& The Turtle. Try Before March for 
slow and sustainable fashion that also 
looks amazing. There are also loads of 
cool cafes and bars for recharging.

 + idreamahighway.com.au 
 + phoenixandturtle.com.au
 + beforemarch.com

 

Inner Hub 3

It’s one of the most happening spots in 
Melbourne. Smith Street, which runs 
through Fitzroy and Collingwood, 
is lined by vintage traders, designer 
stores and eateries serving flavours 
from around the world. It’s hard to 
pick favourites, but it’s always worth 
checking out the selection of books 
and gifts at Happy Valley, followed by 
lunch at Alimentari.

 + happyvalleyshop.com
 + alimentari.com.au

 

Another World 4

On Foster Street in Dandenong, 
you’ll find the Little India Cultural 
Precinct. Here, the windows are filled 
with the bright colours of sarees 
and sherwanis. Check out Heritage 
India for one of the largest displays of 
traditional festive wear in the country, 
then enjoy a lunch of samosa channa 
at Calcutta Sweets & Indian Curry 
House.

 + facebook.com/
melbourneheritageindia 
 + facebook.com/
calcuttasweetsdandy

 

A World Away 5

Get away from the crowds at 
Yarraville Village. Browse a while at 
Sun Bookshop, buy yourself a plant 
at Mosey, and stock the pantry at 
Plump Organic Grocery. Lunch at 
Indigenous-owned cafe Mabu Mabu 
and round out the day with a movie at 
the art deco Sun Theatre.

 + facebook.com/yarravilletraders

Chadstone Happy Valley Calcutta Sweets & Indian Curry House Sun TheatreBefore March, Northcote

Venture Melbourne Shop
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St Kilda Esplanade Market
Discover handmade, artisan goods and local food 
products at Melbourne’s best outdoor market by the bay.

Set against the iconic backdrop of St Kilda Beach, this 
vibrant makers’ market features more than 80 unique 
stalls of artwork, jewellery, fashion and accessories, beauty 
products, delicious food and so much more. 

The market runs from Luna Park all the way to Fitzroy 
Street, and is a great place to start when exploring St Kilda 
with friends and family.

Tram: Route 3a, 16 or 96 to stop 138   

Open: Every Sunday from 10am

Upper Esplanade, St Kilda
w stkildaesplanademarket.com.au   
Find us on:     

South Melbourne Market
Since 1867, South Melbourne Market has been a much-
loved destination for locals and visitors.

The market has more than 150 stalls off ering specialty 
food, fresh produce, artisan goods, fashion and gifts, plus 
a restaurant precinct, food hall and oyster bars.

Just fi ve minutes from the city centre, catch the 96 tram or 
enjoy two hours' free parking in the undercover car park.

Open: Wed, Sat and Sun, 8am to 4pm & Fri, 8am to 5pm

Restaurants open 'til late 

322–326 Coventry St, South Melbourne
t 03 9209 6295 
w southmelbournemarket.com.au  
Find us on:     

Luxury resides in the fabric of details

*T&C Apply

Indulge in this carefully curated package showcasing the best of
Hotel Chadstone Melbourne and Chadstone - The Fashion Capital 

The Be Our Guest package includes luxury overnight accommodation in a Superior Room, breakfast 
for two in restaurant and valet parking at Hotel Chadstone, a $50 Chadstone Dining Terrace 

voucher, two HOYTS movie tickets, a $20 Chadstone Gift Card and Hands Free Shopping.

Only $299* (valued at over $550)

To book, visit www.hotelchadstone.com.au and use the promotional code CHADDY21
Call +61 3 9108 3333 or Email HB2U8@accor.com

(Valid for stays to 31st October 2021)
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A landmark on the St Kilda seafront, 
The Esplanade Hotel – most people 
know it as The Espy – has been slaking 
thirsts and entertaining the masses 
for more than 140 years. And it’s still 
doing that, but now punters have the 
choice of three onsite restaurants and 
12 bars from which to choose. Arrive 
for lunch and stay for the rest of the 
day, exploring all that’s on offer.

Raise a Glass
On a sunny day, there’s no better place 
to sit than in the front courtyard or on 
the terrace of the main bar. You get 
views of the water and a relaxed vibe. 
As the night progresses, head upstairs 
to the third floor to find a cocktail bar 
inspired by the life of former resident 
Alfred Felton.

On the Plate
The Espy Kitchen is back with its 
own menu that matches its moody 
ambience. Executive chef Ashly Hicks 
has restyled the offering to elevate 

pub classics using the finest seasonal 
ingredients. Upstairs, Mya Tiger 
and its chef Sarah Chan serve up a 
fun-filled feast of Cantonese cuisine, 
including dumplings, as well as 
cocktails infused with Asian flavours 
and a side of spectacular sunset views. 
If you’re looking for something casual, 
the Espy Main Bar and Terrace has a 
menu of classics like wood-fired pizza, 
burgers and chicken parmigiana.

Keeping It Fun
It’s always been one of Melbourne’s 
favourite music venues, and the 
tradition lives on with the Gershwin 
Room hosting bands. Head down to 
The Basement for open mic night on 
Tuesday and local acts performing 
every Thursday night. Every Friday 
and Saturday night, DJs get the party 
started. Bring it all home during the 
Sunday sesh, when live acts close the 
weekend between 3pm and 5pm. 

 + hotelesplanade.com.au

Life’s a Beach

The Esplanade Hotel

Mya Tiger The Espy KitchenBeer Garden Ain Raadik

Everyone’s favourite seaside pub is back. And with 
a huge range of dining, drinking and entertainment 
options, The Espy is the place to be this spring.

Venture Melbourne Life Beach
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A Little Sunshine 7

Wherever you are in Melbourne, it’s 
easy to get to Footscray Station, one 
of our major transport hubs. When 
you arrive, transfer to the Sunbury 
Line and get off at Sunshine. This is 
an interesting neighbourhood that 
offers great dining and important 
historical sites. 

Head to Brimbank Community and 
Civic Centre to enjoy the award-
winning design and view the art 
collection. There’s also one of HV 
McKay’s Sunshine Harvesters hanging 
from the ceiling. They were made here 
from 1906 to 1992 – in fact, the suburb 
was named after the company.

When you’re ready for lunch, take 
a seat at Cố  Đô for traditional 
Vietnamese soups that go beyond 
pho. And if you want to stock your 
pantry before heading home, Tai Phat 
Supermarket has a bounty of Asian 
ingredients, vegetables and fruits.

 + brimbank.vic.gov.au
 + facebook.com/
bunbohuecodosunshine
 + facebook.com/
taiphatasiangrocery

 

Western Delights 8

Ready for a day of animals, roses 
and winery visits? Then jump on the 
Werribee Line and head to its final 
stop. When you get off at Werribee, 
you’ll need to jump on the 439 bus 
to Werribee Open Range Zoo. Once 
you’ve safari’d to your heart’s content, 
walk to Werribee Park Mansion. There 
you can tour the historical house, 
visit the Victoria State Rose Garden, 
admire the sculpture walk or head 
onwards to Shadowfax Winery, with 
its cellar door and restaurant.

 + zoo.org.au/werribee
 + parks.vic.gov.au
 + shadowfax.com.au

Beach Bus 9

Most people living on the north side 
of the Yarra see the beach as a faraway 
destination. But jump on the 903 bus, 
which runs through Coburg, Preston 
and Heidelberg, and you can go to 
Altona Beach in one direction and 
Mordialloc in the other. Head south 
and, at the end of the line, wander 
along Mordialloc Pier and the beach. 
Stop for a meal and perhaps a cocktail 
at SunnyBoy Beach Club, set right on 
the foreshore.

 + sunnyboybc.com.au

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Take a Ride

SunnyBoy Beach Club

Co DoBrimbank Community and Civic Centre

Werribee Park Mansion Ken Stepnell Shadowfax Winery Werribee Open Range Zoo

There’s no better or greener way to explore outside your own 
neighbourhood than by public transport. Here are a few suggestions for 
new adventures.

Venture Melbourne Ride

Plan your journey
 + ptv.vic.gov.au
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©URBNSURF, Tullamarine Living Legends, Greenvale

Goona Warra Vineyard, Sunbury

Visitor Information Hub 
Hume Global Learning Centre 
44 Macedon Street, Sunbury, Victoria 
Call (03) 9356 6860 

Just 20 minutes north 
of Melbourne CBD

Follow @discoverhume to find out more 
and tag #DiscoverHume

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

All Points North

Preston City Limits 10

Something new pops up here every 
week. While bustling Preston Market 
is still popular with locals for the 
weekly shopping, there’s more to 
explore. Check out Stray Neighbour, 
which is – wait for it – a bakery, coffee 
shop, bar, eatery, bottle shop and 
produce store. If you’re looking for 
neighbourhood vibes, check out 
Surly’s Bar & Garden. 

 + prestonmarket.com.au
 + strayneighbour.com.au
 + facebook.com/surlysbarpreston

 

Sunbury in Spring 11

It’s the home of the Ashes and a 
number of historical homesteads, 
including Emu Bottom, but Sunbury 
is fast becoming known for its dining 
options. The daytime choice for most 
locals is The Spotted Owl, where 
the pork belly benny is perfect for 
breakfast or lunch. Further along 
the cafe strip in O’Shanassy Street is 
Vic’s Food & Wine, with its excellent 
Italian fare.

 + thespottedowl.com.au
 + vicsfoodandwine.com.au

 

A Wine Time 12

Did you know there’s a fine wine scene 
in the north? Taste the offerings at 
Marnong Estate – from fiano to shiraz 
– at its Atrium Bar. For more than 
four decades, Pat Carmody has been 
making wine at Craiglee Vineyard. 
Guests can taste his renowned shiraz 
and chardonnay at the cellar door on 
the first Sunday of each month. Settle 
in with a glass of wine and a cheese 
platter at Arundel Farm Estate, a 
family-owned farm and winery, and 
check out the view.

 + marnongestate.com.au
 + craigleevineyard.com
 + arundelfarmestate.com.au 

Stray Neighbour

Head further north and discover much more to explore.

Venture Melbourne North
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Water Works
Set beside a lake in Broadmeadows you’ll find Jack Roper 
Reserve 15  . There’s an excellent adventure playground 
and a tiny jetty from where to contemplate the world. It’s 
also somewhere you can throw in a line and fish for trout 
(especially around the school holidays) and carp. If you want 
to catch a wave, but don’t have time to travel to Torquay, head 
to Tullamarine and Urbnsurf 16  . The huge pool serves up 
ocean-like waves to suit all abilities from dawn until night.

 + hume.vic.gov.au
 + urbnsurf.com

 

Pedal Power
It covers 29 kilometres, starts at Southbank and passes 
some of Melbourne’s most famous sights. But the Capital 
City Trail 17  also traverses Royal Park and follows Moonee 
Ponds Creek back to the start. Give yourself at least 
four hours to travel the full distance. Jump on your bike 
to explore the Hobsons Bay Coastal Trail 18 . It tracks 
for 23 kilometres along bayside beaches, starting at 
Scienceworks and heading towards Williamstown, Altona 
and Skeleton Creek.

History Repeats
At its heart is a 150-year-old 
homestead, but wander further 
afield at Woodlands Historic Park, 13

located 22 kilometres north of the 
CBD, and you’ll likely spot wildlife in 
the bushland. There’s a picnic area 
beneath red river gums, a number 
of walking trails, and a retirement 
‘home’ called Living Legends for some 
of the country’s finest racehorses. 
Closer to the city, Rippon Lea Estate  14  
was once a self-sufficient farm, but 
is now home to acres of gorgeous 
gardens – flower beds, a fernery and 
orchards – to explore. Take a picnic 
and spread out a blanket by the lake. 
On the first Sunday of each month, 
there’s a makers’ market on the 
sprawling lawns featuring handmade 
art and design.

 + parks.vic.gov.au
 + ripponleaestate.com.au

Whether you’re into hiking and cycling, history 
or horsies, there’s some fun to be had outdoors 
this spring.

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

The Great Outdoors

Rippon Lea Estate

Woodlands Historic Park Brian Thomas Altona Beach

URBNSURF Ed Sloane

Venture Melbourne Outdoors

7574

M
e

lb
o

u
rn

e
’s N

e
ig

h
b

o
u

rh
o

o
d

s
C

h
e

ck o
n

lin
e

 b
e

fo
re

 visitin
g

http://hume.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://urbnsurf.com?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://parks.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://ripponleaestate.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


Sassy Spotswood 19  
Kids will love the incredible interactive 
exhibits at Scienceworks, but adults 
will appreciate the planetarium and its 
Dome Under Festival (9–10 October), 
showing the best fulldome films 
from around the world. Grab a table 
in the taproom and settle in to taste 
the offerings at Two Birds Brewing, 
which is, this year, celebrating its 
tenth anniversary. New to the suburb 
is Grazeland, a huge food park with 
flavours from all over the world and 
live music on the weekends.

 + museumsvictoria.com.au/
scienceworks
 + twobirdsbrewing.com.au
 + grazeland.melbourne

 

Welcome to Werribee 20  
There’s so much to see here, you 
could stay overnight at the gorgeous 
Lancemore Mansion Hotel – it has a 
fantastic day spa and restaurant – to 
ensure you don’t miss anything. 
Spend a few hours at Werribee Open 
Range Zoo communing with nature 
and cruising the savannah, before 
heading to the Victoria State Rose 
Garden to see more than 5,000 roses, 
many of them in bloom

 + lancemore.com.au
 + zoo.org.au/werribee
 + vicstaterosegarden.com.au

 

Newport Power 21

This is a suburb with an industrial 
history, and it’s been used to great 
effect at The Substation, which 
has been transformed into a 
contemporary gallery, performance 
space and dance studio. Newport 
Lakes was once a bluestone quarry, 
but is now the centrepiece for a 
33-hectare park with a nature trail, 
picnic areas and abundant birdlife.

 + thesubstation.org.au

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Go West

Victoria State Rose Garden Lancemore Mansion Hotel

Two Birds Brewing

Grazeland SDP Media

Newport Lakes

Venture Melbourne West

Life can be peaceful there, but plan your 
day properly and it can also be lots of fun.

Werribee Open 
Range Zoo
Experience an African adventure 
on more than 200 hectares just 30 
minutes from Melbourne.

Enjoy a complimentary Safari Bus 
Tour spotting rhinos, giraff es, zebras, 
ostriches, antelopes and more. See 
lions, gorillas, meerkats and hippos 
on the Pula Reserve Trail.

Don’t miss the new Australian Trail 
where emus, kangaroos, koalas and 
more roam.

Make your visit extra special by 
adding a unique animal encounter or 
small group tours – from cheetahs to 
an early morning savannah tour.

Train & Bus: Werribee Line to 
Werribee station then Bus 439 to 
Werribee South

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm    

K Road, Werribee 
t 1300 966 784   
w zoo.org.au/werribee
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Spring is for Birdwatchers 
World class sites for 
keen birdwatchers with 
thousands of migratory 
birds from as far as Siberia, 
Japan and Alaska making 
their way to the region each 
spring. Significant sites 
include Cheetham wetlands 
and the impressive Western 
Treatment Plant, considered 
second to only Kakadu for 
birdwatchers.

SPRING EVENTS

State Rose & Garden Show 
6 & 7 Nov 2021 
The roses are in full bloom and the perfect 
time to explore the garden. Expect tips  
and tricks from gardening experts and 
guided tours.

Australian International Airshow 
3 – 5 Dec 2021 
Brace yourself as the skies above erupt 
over Avalon Airport.

visitwerribee.com
VisitWerribeeandSurrounds

Roses for days and the 
rolling plains of Werribee 
Open Range Zoo. 

Where a Meerkat moment 
becomes a lifetime memory 
and wines have a world-
famous bouquet. 

Land your next adventure in 
the Werribee Park Precinct 
– world-class attractions 
all within easy access of 
each other. Located just 30 
minutes from the City and  
on route to the Great  
Ocean Road. 

Shadowfax Wines 
Descend the red spiral 
staircase to enjoy a wine 
tasting in the underground 
barrel hall. Enjoy a 
Mediterranean inspired  
lunch or enjoy a picnic 
hamper in the adjoining 
gardens. Bookings Essential.

Corked Wine Bar 
Unlock the hidden door at 
Werribee’s new ‘hidden’ wine 
bar. Discovering the location 
itself is half the fun.

DISCOVER SOMETHING NEW

Victoria State Rose Garden

Spring is for Birdwatchers 
World class sites for 
keen birdwatchers with 
thousands of migratory 
birds from as far as Siberia, 
Japan and Alaska making 
their way to the region each 
spring. Significant sites 
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and the impressive Western 
Treatment Plant, considered 
second to only Kakadu for 
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Hop on a V/Line 
service and discover 
the regions for 
yourself.

Explore Bendigo 
Take one of the regular V/Line 
services from Melbourne’s Southern 
Cross Station to the gold rush town of 
Bendigo, about two hours away. 
 
When you arrive, jump on a Vintage 
Talking Tram to get your bearings and 
learn about the town’s history. 
 
Next, be sure to check out the latest 
exhibition at the excellent Bendigo 
Art Gallery and recall history at 
Golden Dragon Museum, which 
examines the lives of Chinese 
immigrants to this region. 

There are many fantastic places to 
eat, but favourites include Masons of 
Bendigo, a champion of paddock to 
plate dining, and The Dispensary for 
crafted cocktails. 
 

 + visitvictoria.com/bendigo

Victoria

For more information within 
regional Victoria, visit the local 
Visitor Information Centre.

 + visitvictoria.com/information/
visitor-information-centres

Regional Map

Plan your 
journey
Use the free PTV app or visit 
the website below to plan your 
journey and get travel updates. 

 + ptv.vic.gov.au
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All On Board
If you’ve always wanted to learn to 
hang 10, Phillip Island’s Smiths Beach 
has some of the most beginner-
friendly waves in Victoria. Tee up 
a lesson with the folks at Island 
Surfboards – they offer both group 
and private options – and you’ll soon 
be riding those waves back to shore.

 + islandsurfboards.com.au
 

It Makes Scents
If you just can’t get enough of the 
glorious spring aromas, sign up 
for one of the monthly perfume 
masterclasses at Sweet Fern in 
Ballarat. Explore the world of 
boutique fragrances, learn about the 
history of perfume and discover your 
signature scent.

 + sweetfern.com.au

On the Farm
Relax and unwind in the luxury 
cottages at Fellcroft Farmstay in 
the Macedon Ranges. The Crozier 
family has worked this land for six 
generations, and guests can either 
kick back and enjoy the epic views or 
see what life on the land entails.

 + fellcroftfarmstay.com.au

Local Tastes
Having worked with Jamie Oliver 
and Gordon Ramsay in London, local 
chef David Kapay headed back to 
the Murray region and opened Miss 
Amelie. Set in the historical Wodonga 
train station, the restaurant has a Euro 
bistro-inspired menu created using 
local produce.

 + missamelie.com.au
 

Raise a Glass
He’s had a successful career in 
hospitality, including as the co-owner 
and front of house guy at Melbourne’s 
Cumulus Inc, but Jayden Ong is also 
a lauded Yarra Valley winemaker. 
Earlier this year he opened his Winery 
& Cellar Bar in Healesville, where 
guests can taste a selection of the 
wines he makes under four different 
labels and order from a menu 
featuring snacks cooked on the grill.

 + jaydenong.com

In the Saddle
There’s nothing better than taking 
to horseback to explore the golden 
sands of a gorgeous beach. And that’s 
exactly what you can do at The Ranch 
on the Mornington Peninsula. Even 
if you have little experience with 
horses, you can join a Bush ’n’ Beach 
Ride through the property and along 
beautiful St Andrews Beach. 

 + theranchmp.com.au

Jayden Ong Winery & Cellar Bar

Fellcroft Farmstay Tiffany Warner Miss Amelie Rob Blackburn Sweet Fern Anthony Evans

Regional

 Victoria’s Regions 

Spring into
the Season
Discover some of Victoria’s finest attractions.
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Ballarat International 
Foto Biennale 
28 August – 24 October
Work by the world’s best 
photographers, including a number 
of local luminaries, is on show at 
venues across the city. Don’t miss 
Linda McCartney: Retrospective, is 
an exhibition curated by her family 
and features 200 prints depicting the 
Beatles, the McCartneys and photos 
taken when she travelled Australia 
between 1975 and 1993.

 + ballaratfoto.org  

Seriously Shiraz 
4–5 September
The cool climate of the Grampians 
offers the perfect growing conditions 
for award-winning shiraz, and over 
the course of this weekend you can 
celebrate in style. With dozens of 
wineries in the region and a full 
program of events, there’s plenty to 
taste, explore and enjoy.

 + visitgrampians.com.au 

More to See
Get your dancing shoes on and head 
to Bendigo Blues and Roots Music 
Festival (4–7 November), where more 
than a hundred acts will bring tunes 
to this community event. More than 
30 Macedon Ranges wineries will 
throw open their doors for tastings, 
picnics, markets, entertainment and 
more during the Budburst Festival 
(20–21 November). 

 + bendigoblues.com
 + macedonrangeswineandfood 
fest.com.au

Festival 
Fun

Mount Langi Ghiran Winery, Grampians Robert Blackburn

When it comes to events, there’s no shortage this 
spring. Supercharge a weekend away when you 
plan it around a local celebration.

Linda McCartney: Retrospective, Ballarat International Foto Biennale
Linda McCartney, Mary, Paul and Heather, Scotland, 1970

Bendigo Blues and Roots Music Festival

Budburst Festival

Regional Festival Fun
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And... Relax
Rejuvenate your body in Daylesford and the 
Macedon Ranges after winter’s long hibernation.

Daylesford Country Retreats Sky High Rob Blackburn Das Kaffeehaus/Coffee Basics

Shizuka RyokanGranite Hills Wine Chris Turner

Daylesford Cider Rob Blackburn Animus Distillery

Shizuka Ryokan 
Shizuka Ryokan is a traditional Japanese inn with an 
Australian twist. Hundreds of years ago, ryokans – 
traditional Japanese inns close to natural springs – were 
a place for Japan's samurai warriors to rest and reflect. 
With the same philosophy, Shizuka Ryokan is a quiet, 
minimalist space that will soothe and revive. 

 + shizuka.com.au

Granite Hills
This is one of Australia’s highest and most picturesque 
vineyards at 550 metres altitude, and only an hour north 
of Melbourne. Since the first plantings in 1970, it has 
amassed over 500 awards at Australian and international 
wine shows. At the cellar door, experience some of the 
most exciting varieties of wines, including grüner veltliner, 
riesling, chardonnay, pinot blanc, gamay, pinot noir, merlot, 
cabernet sauvignon and a benchmark peppery shiraz. 

 + granitehills.com.au
 
Das Kaffeehaus/Coffee Basics
Das Kaffeehaus will put a spring in your step. It’s their 
generous Viennese food, the smell of coffee beans roasting, 
and the way the staff greet you like you're the most 
important person to enter the door. Arrive expecting to 
be treated to European glamour and leave with a stash of 
freshly roasted beans.

 + coffeebasics.com

Animus Distillery
Take a short trip to Kyneton to discover the delights at 
Animus Distillery.  Sink into one of the chesterfields and 
soak in all the aromas of a working distillery as fresh 
botanicals are prepared on-site and the gin flows generously 
from the still. Celebrate spring and linger with one of the 
signature cocktails, martinis or an Animus Gin Flight.

 + animusdistillery.com
 
Daylesford Cider
Daylesford Cider’s established apple orchard is a 
spectacular sight in spring.  The beautiful blossom of its 17 
different English heritage varieties can be seen from the 
English-style tavern's cellar door. It is open daily for tastings 
of its variety of award-winning ciders.

 + daylesfordcider.com.au

Daylesford Country Retreats 
Daylesford Country Retreats is an exciting mix of over 90 
properties. It offers spectacular mid-century architecture 
with soaring ceilings and natural light, cottages and 
mountain top retreats with gorgeous gardens views. 
There is never a better time than spring to plan a retreat. 
Go on, make a booking you deserve it.

 + daylesfordcountryretreats.com.au

Scan the QR code to discover more 
inspiration or visit:

 + daylesfordmacedonlife.com.au
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Anther Distillery
Visit Anther Distillery, the cocktail and local spirit 
gateway to the Bellarine Peninsula and Great Ocean 
Road. Glimpse the makers of Australia’s champion gin 
at work, and be guided through the wonders of native 
fl avours while you sip on cocktails or discover your 
favourite gin and tonic.

Train: 15 minutes’ walk from North Geelong Station

Open: Wed–Thurs, 12pm to 5pm; Fri, 12pm to 8pm; 
Sat & Sun 12pm to 6pm 

PH3 Federal Mills, 33 Mackey St, North Geelong 
Under the big chimney. Free parking
t 0424 781 543   
w anther.com.au    
Find us on:       

DISTILLED
AUSTRALIAN

GIN

ANTHER

Peppers Mineral Springs 
Hotel
Located in the heart of Victoria’s spa country, just over an hour 
from Melbourne’s CBD, Peppers Mineral Springs Hotel is one 
of Victoria’s premier regional conferencing destinations.

With nine unique and fl exible function spaces across the 
property, an elegant portfolio of 38 accommodation rooms, 
menus for all occasions designed by our executive chef 
and onsite mineral spa, this is the perfect place to let the 
experienced team create the ultimate destination getaway 
for your event.

Open: 7 days   

124 Main Road, Hepburn Springs
t 03 5348 2202   
w peppers.com.au/springs  
Find us on:     

Start planning your next adventure

Sip and Taste 
Take the scenic route and hop on one of Port Phillip Ferries' 
regular services from Docklands to Geelong. 

Once you’ve arrived, make your way to the historical 
Federal Mills. Here you can take a distillery tour or pull up 
a seat for a local gin tasting at Anther Distillery. Taste three 
bespoke gins, including a delicious cherry-flavoured one, 
with matching tonics and garnishes. 

If you’re feeling a little peckish or want to accompany your 
tasting with some food, partner restaurant 1915 offers 
lunch and dinner with a focus on local ingredients. 

 + portphillipferries.com.au 
 + anther.com.au
 + 1915.com.au

Stay and Play 
Venture approximately 75 minutes from Melbourne to the 
quaint township of Daylesford for an indulgent getaway. 

Start with a trip to the Daylesford Sunday Market to taste 
local produce and buy crafts from makers who live in the area 

Continue tasting local produce with a trip to The Surly 
Goat, a restaurant and bar with a focus on seasonality and 
sustainability, and Guildford Vineyard & Cellar for a drop 
or two of homegrown red. 

Stay a while and indulge at Peppers Mineral Springs Hotel 
for a dose of Victoria’s spa country. Try a private bath or 
pamper yourself with a variety of treatments. 

 + daylesfordsundaymarket.com.au
 + thesurlygoat.com.au
 + guildfordvineyard.com.au
 + peppers.com.au 

Weekend Away
Guildford WineryAnther Distillery

Port Phillip Ferries Peppers Mineral Springs Derek Salwell

Anther
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With spring in the air 
there’s never been a better 
time to explore the many 
attractions of Geelong and 
the Bellarine Peninsula.

Why not start in the city on this 
outdoor adventure? Head to the 
relaxing Geelong waterfront, stroll 
along the esplanade checking out the 
bollards painted as historical figures, 
dip your toes in the sand and even 
go for a swim at the Eastern Beach 
sea pool. You’ve probably worked up 
an appetite by now, so take a table 
at The Beach House, once a bathing 
pavilion and now a cool cafe. 

Make the most of the sunny day, 
and visit Geelong Botanic Gardens. 

Established in 1851, it’s now home to 
trees and beds that were planted across 
three centuries. At the front gate, pick 
up a map for a self-guided walk.

Take a drive around the Bellarine 
and visit cellar doors, farm gates, 
breweries, restaurants and cafes on 
the Bellarine Taste Trail. Looking 
for something a little more active? 
Bring your bike and pedal along the 
32km Bellarine Rail Trail and admire 
the lush landscape and its new 
spring growth.

 + thebeachhousegeelong.com.au
 + geelongaustralia.com.au/gbg
 + thebellarinetastetrail.com.au
 + railtrails.org.au

Take it Outside

Barwon Heads Belinda Van Zanen  

The Beach House

Bellarine Taste Trail Matt Dunne
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Mind the Gap
At Halls Gap Lakeside Tourist 
Park, you don’t even need to bring 
your own tent. It has a number of 
glamping options that mean you 
can enjoy the great outdoors and 
all the comforts of home. The safari 
tents even have decks complete 
with barbecues. Plenty of wildlife, 
from kangaroos to emus, inhabit 
the park, but it’s also a great base for 
the many hikes in the Grampians 
National Park. 

 + hallsgaplakeside.com
 + parks.vic.gov.au

Beach Days
Set yourself up for a beach adventure 
at Warrnambool’s Surfside Holiday 
Park, about an hour from the 12 
Apostles on the Great Ocean Road. 
Campers have access to a camp 
kitchen, barbecues and a laundry, 
plus it’s just a short walk to the beach. 
If you’re visiting in September, you 
might see some of the final migrating 
southern right whales at Logans 
Beach. More marine adventure can 
be found at Flagstaff Hill Maritime 
Museum and Village, where you’ll 
discover why they call this the 
Shipwreck Coast.  

 + surfsidepark.com.au
 + flagstaffhill.com

 

Go For Goldfields
Big 4 Castlemaine Gardens Holiday 
Park is in a great spot and has both 
powered and unpowered sites, as 
well as set-up safari and bell tents you 
can book. Situated right on Barkers 
Creek, it overlooks Castlemaine 
Botanical Gardens and is just a couple 
of hundred metres from The Mill. 
This converted woollen mill in the 
goldfields town is now a hot spot for 
foodies and vintage lovers. 

 + big4.com.au
 + millcastlemaine.com.au

 

Hit the Heads
Recharge by the sea at Barwon 
Heads Caravan Park on the Bellarine 
Peninsula waterfront. Take a stroll 
over the bridge (older readers may 
remember it from the ABC television 
series Seachange), which leads to the 
town of Ocean Grove. For those who 
fancy a few holes, the Barwon Heads 
Golf Club is nearby, and the park is 
adjacent to At the Heads, an excellent 
seafood restaurant on the jetty.

 + barwonheadscaravanpark.com.au
 + barwonheads.golf
 + attheheads.com.au

Glamping at Halls Gap Lakeside Tourist Park Julian KingmaWarrnambool Robert Blackburn

Pitch 
Perfect
Spring is the perfect time of year 
to hit the road with your tent 
and camping gear to explore the 
coast, mountains and every place 
in between. 

The Mill, Das Kaffeehaus, Castlemaine Michelle Jarni

Barwon Heads Andrew Paoli

Regional Pitch Perfect
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Healesville 
Sanctuary
Explore a bushland haven for 
Australian wildlife at Healesville 
Sanctuary, just one hour from 
Melbourne and part of the 
Yarra Valley.

See endangered Australian animals 
- from Platypus, Mountain Pygmy 
Possums, Tasmanian Devils to all 
our iconic koalas, dingoes, wombats 
and more. Pop in to the Australian 
Wildlife Health Centre and see how 
our vets treat injured wildlife.

Don’t miss the daily Spirits of the 
Sky bird show, the Wurundjeri Walk 
which celebrates the life of Elder 
William Barak and the many nature 
play zones for the kids.

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm   

Glen Eadie Avenue, Healesville  
t 1300 966 784   
w zoo.org.au/healesville

Ballarat Wildlife 
Park
There’s around 100 free-roaming 
kangaroos waiting to be hand-fed as 
well as other Australian animals to 
be seen up close, including koalas, 
wombats, little penguins, dingoes 
and Tasmanian devils. 

An impressive reptile house is 
home to Crunch the fi ve-metre-
long super croc as well as snakes, 
frogs and lizards. 

Around the park visitors will also see 
Sumatran tigers and much more.

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm (except 
Christmas Day)

250 Fussell Street, Ballarat
t 03 5333 5933
w wildlifepark.com.au
Find us on:    

Arthurs Seat 
Eagle
Get ready to soar. Board a state-of-
the-art gondola and fl y over the state 
forest to the highest point of the 
beautiful Mornington Peninsula. 

Located just over an hour from 
Melbourne, The Eagle off ers 
breathtaking views across Port 
Phillip Bay to the Melbourne city 
skyline from the safety and comfort 
of a contemporary cabin. 

At the summit you can enjoy a 
casual dining experience at The 
Eagle Café, with its amazing views 
and an expansive outdoor deck. 
You’ll also fi nd locally inspired 
giftwares and fun souvenirs to 
remember your visit.

Open: Daily, from 10am 

1085 Arthurs Seat Road, Dromana
t 03 5987 0600
e info@aseagle.com.au   
w aseagle.com.au 

Fun for the whole family 
straight to your inbox

 Sign up to Visit Victoria today 

Click the screen or go to 
visitvictoria.com/subscribe
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Go Bush
Set yourself up in tranquil bushland 
on the edge of Beechworth at the 
Woolshed Cabins. There are four 
individual dwellings, each sleeping 
four people in two bedrooms, set on 
five hectares of fully fenced land, which 
is great for your four-legged mate. 
Walk to Woolshed Falls at the end of 
the road or stroll through the town 
and check out the historical buildings. 
Hungry? Head to Bridge Road Brewers 
to tuck into delicious wood-fired pizzas 
and local craft beer, all set in a huge 
dog-friendly courtyard.

 + thewoolshedcabins.com 
 + bridgeroadbrewers.com.au

 
Hit the Beach
Get a gang together and head to 
Country House Retreat, set in dairy 
country in Gippsland. The modern 
and comfortable home set on 20 
hectares of rolling pasture sleeps up to 
10 and has a fully enclosed dog yard. 
The property is a 15-minute drive from 
Lakes Entrance, so hit Ninety Mile 
Beach for epic walkies. Also nearby is 
Metung Hotel, where you can enjoy 
lunch overlooking Bancroft Bay. Well-
behaved dogs are welcome.

 + jettyroadretreat.com.au/
country-house-retreat
 + metunghotel.com.au

 

Cruise Control
If you’re looking for a break on the 
water, Mildura Houseboats has five 
pet-friendly vessels for hire. Spend 
sunny days on the Mighty Murray 
fishing, swimming and sightseeing 
from the deck. At Robinvale, moor the 
boat and take a picnic to the beautiful 
gardens of Robinswood Homestead, 
built in 1926 and considered very 
modern for its time. Among its 
amenities was piped hot water to the 
bathroom and kitchen.

 + mildurahouseboats.com.au
 + mildurahouseboats.com.au 

 
On the Farm
You don’t have to wonder why the 
owners of Wiggley Bottom Farm, 
a doggo-friendly homestead in the 
Yarra Valley township of Healesville, 
chose the name. There’s plenty of 
space for your pooch to run around 
and a fenced area if you want to leave 
them behind while you go out. Three 
separate dwellings are set on farmland 
that’s home to geese, mini goats and 
horses. Book a tour with Pooches & 
Pinot, and your driver will take you to 
pup-friendly wineries in the region.

 + wiggleybottomfarm.com.au
 + poochesandpinot.com.au

Dog Days

Wild Valley Gippsland Greg Elms

The Metung Hotel Rob Blackburn Bridge Road Brewers, Beechworth

When you pack the car for a few days away, you 
shouldn’t have to worry about that special member of 
your family. Here are four great options for travelling 
with your pet.

Regional Dog Days
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Scan here to 
find out  

more about 
Mildura:

art created as part of the annual 
Rochester Mural Festival. 

Colbinabbin Art Silos
Nearby, grab a coffee and some local 
produce at the Colbinabbin General 
Store, or experience a traditional 
pub meal at the Colbinabbin Country 
Hotel. You can also visit one of the 
nearby wineries in the award-winning 
Heathcote wine region.

Kyabram Goulburn Valley  
Water Tank
Nearby, stop by The Kyabram Town 
Hall Gallery showcasing regional 
artists, touring exhibitions and a 
changing exhibition program of 
vintage clothing. Visit the nearby 
town of Tongala and marvel at the 40+ 
street murals painted on buildings 
and fences around the town centre.

Picola Art Silo 
Nearby, visit Barmah National Park 
and take an eco boat tour through 
the narrowest part of the Murray with 
Kingfisher Cruises.

Visit echucamoama.com to view 
the Silo Art Trail itinerary and video 
tour, and discover all the arts and 
cultural experiences you can see 
along the way.

It's the closest Murray 
community to Melbourne 
at just 2.5 hours drive, 
and the Echuca Moama 
region is home to three 
spectacular art silos and 
one art water tank.  

The Silo Art Trail takes in the small 
towns surrounding the Echuca 
Moama region, showcasing their art, 
cultural experiences and wine 
regions, with wineries located just 15 
minutes drive from the Colbinabbin 
Art Silos.

Rochester GrainCorp Silos
Nearby, visit the Iddles Lane mural 
commemorating former Victoria 
Police homicide detective, Ron Iddles.
Also check out the town's mural 
park with its selection of oversized 

Echuca Moama
Silo Arts Trail Colbinabbin Art Silos

Rochester GrainCorp Silos
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It’s always been a city with a creative 
edge, but now with the Shepparton 
Art Museum’s (SAM) new building 
opening there’s an extra reason to 
visit. This new five-storey gallery, set 
on Victoria Park Lake, will be a beacon 
for arts and culture in the area. 

Join the Celebration 
Everyone is invited to SAM’s opening 
weekend (15–17 October), when 
there will be celebratory exhibitions, 
activations and cultural programs. 
Don’t miss Kaiela Arts , a gallery that 
presents local Indigenous work, and 
get ideas about what to do in the 
region from the friendly team at the 
Greater Shepparton Visitor Centre, all 
located within the SAM building. 

Art Escape 
Make the most of the sunshine and 
explore Dana Djirrungana Dunguludja 
Yenbena-l, a series of local Aboriginal 
street art murals. More colour can 
be seen in the form of 90 life-sized 
painted cows scattered around the 
region that make up Moooving Art.  

Venture Outside 
Stretch your legs on a stroll around 
Victoria Park Lake. There’s a two-
kilometre walking track, as well as 
barbecue facilities, skate park and 
multiple playgrounds. For local Yorta 
Yorta history, head to The Flats, which 
became home to many Aboriginal 
people after the Cummeragunga 
Station walk-off in 1939. Interpretive 
signage along the Flat’s walk shares 
stories and facts from the walk-off and 
about life on the flats. 

 + visitshepparton.com.au

Show and Tell
Art, nature and local history get top billing in 
Greater Shepparton this spring. 

Aboriginal Street Art

Victoria Park Lake
Shepparton Art Museum (SAM) 
Building 

Providing a serene respite from the 
hustle and bustle of everyday life by 
drawing inspiration from the land 
itself – the salt, sun and clay direct 
from mother nature. Enabling each 
individual to feel enlightened by their 
wellness experience.

SOL Wellness is the perfect escape 
to retreat, relax and indulge in 
much needed self-care. Focusing on 
organic skincare and effective spa 
treatment protocols, chosen to calm, 
heal, soothe and repair, ensuring you 
leave relaxed, revitalised and looking 
forward to your next visit with us.

Take time to reflect upon the rippling 
water views across Lake Mulwala 
and the stillness of our private 
sunlit garden enclaves adjoining 
each Spa Suite.

Reset your mind and body with 
a range of therapies from our 
comprehensive spa menu that allow 
guests to choose from existing services 
or create a bespoke experience.

SOL Wellness Centre  
at The Sebel Yarrawonga
22-40 Silverwoods Boulevard, 
Yarrawonga
t 03 5745 9103 
w thesebelyarrawonga.com.au
Find us on:    SOL Wellness Centre at The Sebel Yarrawonga Andrea Sissons

SOL Wellness
at The Sebel Yarrawonga
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There’s only one peak 
season to spot whales off 
Wilsons Promontory. And 
it’s right now.

Long a popular beachfront 
destination for hikers, campers and 
wilderness lovers, at this time of year 
there’s yet another reason to immerse 
yourself in the stunning beauty of 
Wilsons Prom. From late August to 
mid-November, humpback whales 
are leaving Australian waters to head 
back to Antarctica and you can often 
spot them off the coast. 

One of the best ways to ensure you 
see them – as well as the spectacular 
coastline – is to join a coastal cruise. 

Pennicott Wilderness Journeys' has a 
2.5-hour Wilsons Promontory ecotour 
that explores Victoria’s largest Marine 
Protected Area. You’ll depart from 
the beach at Tidal River, then journey 
along the rugged coast past Skull 
Rock, the Glennies and other islands, 
visit an Australian fur seal colony and 
keep watch for dolphins, sea eagles 
and migrating whales.

For those ready to relax, the six-hour 
Wildlife Coast Cruises' Wilsons Prom 
Whale Cruise is an ideal choice. 
Departing from Port Welshpool, this 
boat trip explores remote bays along 
the east coast of the Prom, including 
Rabbit Island, Sealers Cove and 
Refuge Cove. 

Whatever you choose, you’re  
almost guaranteed to see giant 
marine mammals while you’re out  
on the water.

 + promcruises.com.au
 + wildlifecoastcruises.com.au

All at Sea

Pennicott Wilderness Journeys', Wilsons Promontory Cruises

Wildlife Coast Cruises
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Get out of your car and 
pull on your boots. It's 
the best way to see the 
beauty of the Great 
Ocean Road.

In its entirety, the Great Ocean Walk 
is an eight-day trek stretching for 
more than a hundred kilometres 

between Apollo Bay and the 12 
Apostles. Each section is unique, 
and you can tackle it as a multi-
day hike or ease into nature with 
a gentle day walk. Pitch a tent at 
remote campsites or unwind in 
luxury accommodation. The choice 
is yours. 

Walk This Way
Looping 250km from Portland, 
the remote Great South West Walk 
weaves around Discovery Bay, pristine 
Glenelg River and into untouched 
forests. Tackle a shorter section, like 
the eight-kilometre Blowholes to 
Bridgewater Bay walk, which takes in 
the petrified forest and a seal colony. 

Choose Your Path
Start your day with a latte and end 
it with wine on the Surf Coast Walk. 
Stretching from Torquay to Aireys 
Inlet, this 44km trail meanders across 
spectacular clifftops, through eucalypt 
forests and along sandy beaches. 
The easy 1.6km Yellow Bluff to Point 
Danger section is close to Torquay.

New In Town
Ready to be explored this spring is a 
spectacular 4.6km trail connecting 
Wye River to Kennett River along the 
coast. Even better, there’s a cold (or 
warm) beverage waiting at either end.

 + visitgreatoceanroad.org.au

Wreck Beach, Great Ocean Walk 
Lauren Doolan

Torquay, Surf Coast Walk Zoe Strapp

Cape Bridgewater,  
Great South West Walk

12 Apostles, Great Ocean Walk Belinda Van Zanen

On the  
Right Track
Blaze a trail through the Great Ocean Road  
region this spring.
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Single Vision
It’s the highest single-span falls in Victoria, and is easily 
accessible along a 200-metre walking track. Agnes Falls, 
near Toora in Gippsland, is set in a scenic reserve where 
towering southern blue gums and silver wattle grow in a 
gorge that’s part of the Strzelecki Ranges. It’s a great place 
for birdwatchers, and there are lovely grassed areas perfect 
for picnics. Stretch your legs here if you’re heading to 
Wilsons Prom. Detour to Waratah Hills, a small, family-
run vineyard, where you can have a glass of pinot noir or 
chardonnay teamed with a cheese or charcuterie platter.

 + waratahhills.com.au
 
Water Wonder
On a trip to Daylesford and the Macedon Ranges, be sure to 
head to spectacular Trentham Falls on the Coliban River. 
It plunges 32 metres into a gorge, and there’s a viewing 
platform from where to take in the majesty. Make a day of it 
in the region by booking a hike with Hanging Rock Llama 
Treks. The three-hour experience with these beautiful 
animals includes a five-kilometre walk to Hanging Rock 
where there are excellent photo opportunities.

 + facebook.com/hangingrockllamatreks

Going Down
It’s been popular with visitors for more than a century, 
after local residents cut a track to it in 1866. Steavenson 
Falls, about four kilometres from Marysville in the Yarra 
Valley, has five cascades that drop a total of 84 metres. The 
trail to the falls is only 900 metres long (and is lit in the 
evening using electricity generated by the falls), but there 
are a number of longer hikes through the woodlands. This 
is also a great region for mountain biking, with a shuttle 
service between Marysville and the trails at Lake Mountain 
Alpine Resort.

 + lakemountainresort.com.au
 
Forest Find
There are a number of waterfalls in the Otway Ranges on 
the Great Ocean Road, but a favourite is Erskine Falls, with 
lush rainforest surrounding the 30-metre cascade. Head 
down the steep stairs to the second lookout to leave most 
of the crowd behind. There’s a 7.5-kilometre walk from 
the falls back to Lorne, where you can reward yourself 
with a delicious sustainable lunch – bowls, smoothies and 
gourmet toasties – at HAH, overlooking the beach.

 + hahlornebeach.com.au
Trentham Falls Robert Blackburn

A Big Splash

Head into the great outdoors to marvel at wonderful waterfalls. They’re one of 
nature’s great spectacles and a balm for the soul. 

Steavenson Falls Robert BlackburnAgnes Falls Josie Withers

Regional Big Splash
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Ready to explore 
a region alive with 
stunning wildflowers, 
raging waterfalls and 
lush vineyards? Then 
you’re ready to drive the 
Grampians Way road trip. 

More Than a Trickle
Start the 330km circuit at Halls Gap 
where you’re in close proximity to 
many of the region’s most spectacular 
falls, now flowing at their peak 
thanks to winter rain. One of the 
most majestic is MacKenzie Falls 
(Mikunung wira), which is at the end 
of an easy, one-kilometre walk.

Flowering Brilliance
The southern plains of the region play 
host to a riotous display of colour in 

the form of bluebells, pincushions, 
red and green correas and other 
flowering shrubs. There are great 
displays along the Halls Gap to 
Dunkeld Road and from the summit 
of Mount William (Duwul).

Grape Expectations
The Grampians is known for its 
excellent shiraz and sparkling wines. 
Vineyards are spread throughout the 
region, but plan a stop at Best's Great 
Western. It’s home to two of the most 
established and respected wineries in 
Victoria. The cellar door at Best’s dates 
back to the 1800s. Choose some local 
cheeses and charcuterie to enjoy with 
your tastings. There’s an underground 
tour at Seppelt, where wine has been 
made since 1863.

 + visitgrampians.com.au

Take the Wheel
Explore the riches of the Grampians during a 
spring road trip.

Mount William (Duwul)  Ain Raadik

Salingers Cafe, Great Western
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In the Wild
When spring arrives, so too do the 
Grampians wildflowers. There are 
more than a thousand species of 
flowering plants here, including about 
20 that can’t be found anywhere else 
in the world. While the ranges are a 
riot of colour, head to the plains of the 
southern Grampians for bluebells, 
pincushions and correas, as well as 
native grasses. When you’ve filled 
your eyes with colour, head to the 
Royal Mail Hotel for destination 
dining at Wickens and a range of 
accommodation.

 + royalmail.com.au

Gardens by Design
On the shore of Lake Wendouree, 
Ballarat Botanical Gardens is one 
of Australia’s most significant cool 
climate gardens. With 40 hectares 
divided into four zones, there is 
an abundance of opportunities to 
explore. When you’re done, check in 
to the Provincial Hotel and tuck into 
European-inspired fare created using 
local produce at its bistro, Lola.

 + ballaratbotanicalgardens.com.au
 + theprovincialballarat.com.au

Alpine Ambience
For half of the year, Dinner Plain is 
covered in a layer of snow, but when 
spring arrives that white is replaced 
by a riot of colour. There are many 
hiking trails in the region , but the 
gentle JB Plain Walk heads to cattle 
yard remnants at JB Hut and passes 
vast swathes of alpine wildflowers. 
After a long walk, head to Hotel High 
Plains for a meal at its Stone’s Throw 
Restaurant or to play pool at the 
Cobungra Bar.

 + hotelhighplains.com
 

Peninsula Posies
When Dame Elisabeth Murdoch died 
in 2012, she left Cruden Farm to the 
people of Victoria to enjoy as much 
as she did. Located at Langwarrin on 
the Mornington Peninsula, the garden 
is best known for its long driveway 
planted with more than a hundred 
lemon-scented gums. Head to the 
Picking Garden, so named because 
it once grew vegetables, to enjoy 
thousands of blooming plants. If 
you’ve never had the chance before, 
this is the perfect opportunity to head 
to Arthurs Seat Eagle for a gondola 
ride with extraordinary views.

 + crudenfarm.com.au
 + aseagle.com.au

Grampian wildflowers

Cruden FarmBallarat Botanical Gardens Chippy Rivera

Life in Bloom
Spring brings new growth to gardens and wilderness 
areas right across the state, so there’s never a better 
time than now to head outside for natural inspiration.

Regional Life in Bloom
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Stop by Melbourne’s Visitor Services and let our friendly staff and volunteers help 
you rediscover and unlock the secrets of the city.

Melbourne Visitor Hub at Town Hall 
Melbourne Town Hall
Closed: Christmas Day 

Melbourne Visitor Booth 
Bourke Street Mall 
Closed: Christmas Day and Good Friday

Fitzroy Gardens Visitor Centre &  
Cooks’ Cottage 
Fitzroy Gardens, Wellington Parade
Closed: Christmas Day 

Queen Victoria Market Visitor Hub 
Corner String Bean Alley and Queen Street 
Closed: Good Friday, Melbourne Cup and Christmas Day 

City Ambassadors
Key locations along Swanston Street 
Excluding: Good Friday and Christmas Day

Melbourne Greeter Service 
Melbourne Visitor Hub at Town Hall 
Bookings are essential

City of Melbourne

 Visitor Services 

Opening of the Visitor Services may change as a 
result of COVID-19 restrictions. For details visit 
whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/visitors  
or call 9658 9658 

t 03 9658 9658
e visitor@melbourne.vic.gov.au
w whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/visitors
 /whatsonmelb
 @CityofMelbourne
 @whatsonmelb
 @CityofMelb

Fitzroy Gardens Visitor Centre

Visitor Information 
Centres
Make the most of your stay in 
Victoria by dropping by a local 
Visitor Information Centre, staffed by 
friendly local volunteers. Find reliable 
information on attractions, activities, 
events, accommodation, tours and 
more wherever you go.

 + visitvictoria.com/information/
visitor-information-centres

Free Wifi
Need to FaceTime your mum to let 
her know you’re having fun? Fast, 
free public wifi is available across 
the central city. Just look for the 
VicFreeWifi network and accept the 
terms and conditions. You don’t need 
to sign in and there’s no advertising.

Accessible Melbourne
Improving accessibility to 
Melbourne’s public transport, 
visitor attractions, events, 
venues and amenities for 
people with mobility needs is a 
major priority of the Victorian 
Government and City Council.

Accessible Maps and 
Resources
The City of Melbourne offers 
downloadable Mobility Maps on 
its website, covering the different 
city precincts. Lonely Planet also 
offers a free Accessible Melbourne 
e-book, packed with tips and 
recommendations for travellers with 
special needs. Other useful online 
resources for accessible travel and 
recreation throughout Victoria and 
Australia are provided by AFDO.

 + melbourne.vic.gov.au
 + shop.lonelyplanet.com
 + disabilityloop.org.au

Public Transport 
For information about getting around 
in Melbourne and regional Victoria 
on trains, trams and buses, visit the 
PTV website or download the app to 
plan your journey with ease and get 
real-time travel updates.

 + ptv.vic.gov.au

Luggage Lockers
Lockers are available for hire at 
several locations throughout 
Melbourne. Various sized lockers are 
available at Southern Cross Station 
and costs range from $6 to $12 for 24 
hours. Travellers Aid offers short-
term luggage storage at Flinders 
Street Station between 8am and 8pm 
daily (same day only, not overnight). 
For costs, visit the website. 

 + southerncrossstation.com.au/
luggage-services
 + travellersaid.org.au

Traveller Tips

Lensaloft

Dylan Buckee

Tips to help your trip 
run smoothly.
Tips to help your trip 
run smoothly. 

Traveller Tips Visitor Services

David Hannah
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Getting
Around
All you need to know about public 
transport in Victoria.

Tickets
myki is the reusable card for travel on all trains, trams  
and buses around Melbourne and some parts of  
regional Victoria. 
 
myki Explorer
Enjoy a ready-to-use card with one day’s unlimited 
travel on public transport in Melbourne. Your pack 
also includes handy maps and access to great visitor 
experience discounts.

You can buy a myki Explorer from:
 + SkyBus ticket booths at Melbourne Airport and 

Southern Cross Station
 + PTV Hubs
 + The concierge desk at many hotels and  

accommodation providers
For more information, visit:

 + ptv.vic.gov.au/mykiexplorer

Buy your myki card and top up
You can buy and top up your myki at hundreds of shops 
(including all 7-Eleven stores), myki machines and station 
ticket offices. As a guide, $10 will get you around Melbourne 
for a day with a little change. For more on fares, visit:

 + ptv.vic.gov.au/fares

Plan your journey with the PTV app
Use the free PTV app or visit the website below to plan your 
journey and get travel updates:

 + ptv.vic.gov.au

Covid-safe travel
To help you stay safe on public transport we’ve made some 
changes including:

 + Disinfecting and santising all services, stops and stations
 + More options to travel outside peak times 
 + And plenty of cashless ways to top up your myki 

While travelling on the network, you must wear a fitted face 
mask covering your nose and mouth for your entire journey. 

To help with coronavirus contact tracing efforts, register 
your myki online. Registering your myki is also a great way 
to keep track of your balance, top up automatically, and 
protect your balance if your card is lost or stolen. For more 
information, visit:

 + ptv.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

Free tram travel
Melbourne’s Free Tram Zone can be used without 
touching on your myki. It runs through the city centre, 
with major stops at places like Queen Victoria Market, 
Docklands, Spring Street, Flinders Street Station and 
Federation Square. 

The City Circle Tram is also free and doesn’t require a myki. 
Hop on and off the historic tram whenever you like. 

Regional Victoria
Victoria’s trains and coaches can take you to many parts 
of our beautiful state. Simply make your way to one of the 
V/ Line’s booking offices at Southern Cross Station and the 
staff will help you plan your next adventure. 

PTV Hubs
Find out more about public transport in Melbourne and 
Victoria by visiting a PTV Hub located at:

 + Melbourne – Southern Cross Station (on concourse near 
the corner of Spencer and Collins streets)

 + Geelong – Westfield Shopping Centre, 95 Malop Street 
(ground floor near the Target entrance) 

 + Bendigo – Bendigo Marketplace, 37 Garsed Street (near 
the Bank of Melbourne)

Getting Around Tram map

114

https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/tickets/myki/buy-a-myki-and-top-up/myki-explorer/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/fares?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://ptv.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://ptv.vic.gov.au/coronavirus?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://ptv.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


Train Map
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SkyBus Airport Transfers
SkyBus Melbourne City Express is famous for running 
24/7, 365 days a year and every eight minutes during 
peak times. Our Southbank, Docklands, St Kilda, 
Peninsula Express and Western Express services operate 
seven days a week. We also service Avalon Airport. 
Enjoy free wifi  onboard and unlimited luggage. Ticket 
booths: Melbourne Airport at kerbside, CBD and SkyBus 
Gateway Terminal at Southern Cross Station. SkyBus 
Link free transfer service between Southern Cross 
Station and accommodation in Melbourne’s city centre 
is available to all Melbourne City Express and Avalon 
City Express passengers. 

Open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. For tickets 
and fare information visit our website.

Melbourne Airport at kerbside (T1, T3 & T4) CBD 
SkyBus Gateway Terminal at Southern Cross Station 
t 1300 SKYBUS
w skybus.com.au
Find us on:     

Avalon Airport
If you want to touch down and drive straight out to enjoy 
the sights, choose Avalon Airport. Avalon is the most 
effi  cient and economical airport in Australia.

It’s only 40 minutes from Melbourne’s CBD, which is now 
easier than ever to reach on the SkyBus Avalon City Express.

Avalon Airport is also the closest international airport to the 
Great Ocean Road, Bells Beach, Geelong and the 12 Apostles.

Drive straight up the highway, park out the front, grab a 
drink or meal and stay connected with free wifi , while 
charging all your devices in comfort right by the gate. 
It really is fl ying made easy.

Bus: SkyBus Avalon City Express to/from Southern Cross 
Station via Werribee, or SkyBus Geelong Express to/from 
Geelong, the Bellarine and the Surf Coast

Open: Daily, 4am to midnight

80 Beach Road, Lara
t 03 5227 9100
w avalonairport.com.au
Find us on:     
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Now is the time
...to get your vaccination

WIN a dream  $10,000 trip  every month
Enter now at 
melbourneairport.com.au/win

Victoria, we’ve been through many lockdowns together. 

We know just how difficult it is to be kept apart from 
our loved ones, our workplaces, schools and sporting 
matches. 

We cherish seeing our favourite barista, dining out, and 
being able to attend the footy, but as COVID cases 
fluctuate around the country we hold our breath in 
anticipation for our own state’s daily COVID update. 

Life returning to normal does feel distant right now, but 
Australia’s vaccine rollout is progressing and it will be  
the key to a full recovery. If we can all get the jab when  
we are eligible to do so, then we can all help keep each 
other safe. 

At Melbourne Airport, we want to reward Victorians for 
rolling up their sleeves and being vaccinated, which is 
why we will be giving away a $10,000 gift card each 
month for the rest of 2021. 

If you’ve had both doses of the vaccine enter our 
Vaccination competition today.

Now is the time to make those travel dreams a reality! 

Safe travels,

Melbourne Airport

Open to Victorian residents age 18+ who have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19. The competition commences at 9.00am 
AEST on 15th July 2021 and ends 11.59pm AEST on 16th December 2021. Melbourne Airport reserves the right to extend or 
vary this competition at any time without notice. All images are for illustrative purposes only. For full terms and conditions, visit 
melbourneairport.com.au/win

Safe, secure and hygienic
We care about getting every passenger from A to B safely. We have a variety of safety and hygiene 
programs operating in all of our terminals to make sure your journey is safe and seamless. 

• Masks are mandatory within all 
terminals 

• Increased cleaning and sanitising

• Increased sanitising of high touch points

• Hundreds of hand sanitiser units for 
public use

• Contactless payments

• Physical distancing aids

Along with these measures, our staff are 
trained to make sure that our passengers 
safety is our number one priority.

Safe travels and we’ll see you next time you 
fly from Melbourne Airport.

w melbourneairport.com.au
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Melbourne 
Airport

With four terminals servicing arrivals and departures, 
Melbourne Airport is Victoria’s gateway to the world, 
and there are plenty of ways to spend your time before 
your plane takes off. 

Terminal 1

Home to Qantas’ Melbourne domestic aircraft, 
Terminal 1 offers a broad range of products and 
services. Whether it’s the latest fashions, a new 
magazine or just some travel essentials, there’s 
something for everyone. Throw in a number of 
cafes, bars and fast food outlets, and there’s a 
meal for any traveller. 

Terminal 2

Melbourne Airport’s international terminal 
showcases the sophisticated essence of 
Melbourne city. This international terminal 
houses some of the most desirable brands in the 
world, the next-generation Melbourne Duty Free 
and a variety of new shopping and world class 
dining experiences.

Terminal 3

Virgin Australia operates from Terminal 3 
which sits directly adjacent to the International 
Terminal. Experience the best of Melbourne 
with a variety of boutique cafes, shops, bars and 
eateries that will give you a true Melbourne 
send-off.

Terminal 4

Terminal 4 features an expanded departure lounge 
and a large selection of shopping and food choices. 
Have a bite in some of Melbourne’s favourite eateries, 
cafes and bars that are on hand to provide a tasty way 
to spend your time before flying off on your Jetstar or 
Rex flight.

w melbourneairport.com.au

Getting you there with care

Melbourne Airport cares about getting every passenger from  
A to B safely. We have a variety of safety and hygiene programs 
operating in all of our terminals to make sure your journey is safe 
and seamless. Masks are mandatory within all terminals, offering 
contactless payments in our carparks and retailers, physical 
distancing aids, hundreds of hand sanitiser units across all terminals 
for public use, and a rigorous sanitisation and cleaning program with 
increased cleaning of high touch points like hand rails and lifts are 
just a few. Along with these measures, our staff are trained to make 
sure that our passengers safety is our number one priority.
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to spend your time before flying off on your Jetstar or 
Rex flight.

w melbourneairport.com.au

Getting you there with care

Melbourne Airport cares about getting every passenger from  
A to B safely. We have a variety of safety and hygiene programs 
operating in all of our terminals to make sure your journey is safe 
and seamless. Masks are mandatory within all terminals, offering 
contactless payments in our carparks and retailers, physical 
distancing aids, hundreds of hand sanitiser units across all terminals 
for public use, and a rigorous sanitisation and cleaning program with 
increased cleaning of high touch points like hand rails and lifts are 
just a few. Along with these measures, our staff are trained to make 
sure that our passengers safety is our number one priority.

https://melbourneairport.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=spring-2021-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
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Coupons

While every attempt has been made to ensure accurate information at the time of going to press, the publishers accept no responsibility for supplied 
information or omissions.

This guide uses paper from internationally 
certified sustainably managed forests and 
is printed at a plant that holds the ISO14001 
Environmental Management System certification.

Melbourne Official Visitor Guide is supported and endorsed by the following organisations:

Keep up to date with the latest events, 
attractions, activities, food and drink with the 
Melbourne and Victoria Official Guide online: 
visitvictoria.com/officialguide

Published by Visit Victoria
Victoria’s Tourism & Events Company
visitvictoria.com 

Get in touch with the team today: ovg@visitvictoria.com.au or find 
out more at corporate.visitvictoria.com/resources
To order guides contact ovgorders@visitvictoria.com.au

Click here to access 
special deals and  
save to your phone.

Includes Four Family Passes to Four Great Attractions:
+ Sovereign Hill

+ Phillip Island Nature Parks
+ Puffing Billy Railway

+ Zoos Victoria

 Sovereign Hill   

 Puffing Billy Railway  

*Terms and conditions apply.

 + sovereignhill.com.au     + penguins.org.au     
 + puffingbilly.com.au     + zoo.org.au      

 Zoos Victoria  

OFFICIAL GUIDE

Competition

Be the Lucky Winner of
1 of 12 Ultimate Family Experiences

Worth Over $480 Per Family

Scan the 
QR code for  
your chance  

to win

WINWIN

 Phillip Island Nature Parks  
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