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Message from the Minister

Welcome to Victoria. There’s plenty on offer this winter 
and our hotels, restaurants, and regional destinations are 
so happy to welcome you. 

After a bumper Autumn, Melbourne is ready to 
showcase the best of everything on offer. I encourage 
you to embrace the Melbourne spirit and pack plenty 

into your stay. This guide offers hundreds of ideas to help you plan the perfect 
mini-break or extended holiday.   

There are great events on this winter with Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
and HAMILTON lighting up our theatre district, The Picasso Century at the 
National Gallery of Victoria, and Manchester United in town for two matches 
in July – to name just a few.  

Beyond Melbourne, you don’t have to venture far to experience the diverse 
natural beauty of regional Victoria. Enjoy fine food and wine at eateries 
showcasing local produce, embrace the walking trails and ski slopes, or take 
the time for a road trip along the Great Ocean Road.  

From the city to the country, we are so pleased to welcome visitors and share 
what we love about this great state. I hope you find plenty of inspiration in this 
guide and enjoy every moment during your time in Victoria. 

Hon. Martin Pakula MP
Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events
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Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the First Peoples throughout 
Melbourne and Victoria and recognise their 
continuing connection to land, waters and 
culture. We pay our respects to Elders past  
and present. We ask that during your travels, 
you respect these cultures, peoples and land.

Wominjeka
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Enjoy Victoria

Wominjeka. In the Woi Wurrang 
language, belonging to the people of 
the land on which Melbourne or Narrm 
is built, that word means 'welcome' (to 
come with purpose). And we're excited 
to welcome you to Victoria.

Winter in Melbourne is 
a beautiful time of year, 
and there’s much going 
on: exciting theatre 
productions, the year’s 
biggest exhibitions and, 
of course, the always 
happening, world-class 
food and wine scene. 

Melbourne doesn’t slow down in 
winter. There’s still so much going 
on – exciting theatre productions, 
epic art exhibitions and, of course, 
delicious bites to sample at our 
newest bars and restaurants. 

In this issue, we welcome the 
students and faculty of the Royal 
Melbourne Institute of Technology 
(RMIT) Marketing discipline, who 
are kicking off a series of articles 
capturing Melbourne's vibrant 

RISING, The Wilds Eugene Hyland Mt Hotham Robert Blackburn

culture inspired by their research 
findings. This season, under the 
guidance of Professor Francis Farrelly 
and Associate Professor Bernardo 
Figueiredo, they unpack the origin 
of Melbourne's coffee legacy, why 
Melburnians love their caffeine, and 
why many call this city the world's 
coffee-culture capital.

He's a well-known advocate for 
Gippsland's produce and now, chef 
Alejandro Savaria is opening a new 
restaurant at Federation Square. 
For our cover story, he tells us about 
the new venture, called Victoria by 
Farmer's Daughters, and what he has 
discovered while out researching 
Victoria’s local produce to showcase 
at the restaurant.

As snow gathers on the mountains 
of the High County, it’s the perfect 
time to hit the slopes and go skiing, 
snowshoeing or dog sledding. Or 
recharge at one of the incredible spa 
experiences right across the state for 
a day of indulgence that will leave you 
relaxed and rejuvenated.

Enjoy all the season has to offer in 
Melbourne and Victoria.

Brendan McClements
CEO Visit Victoria

Enjoy
Victoria  
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After two winters hibernating 
indoors, Melbourne is back this year 
with a festival of wintery delights to 
warm your heart and fill your camera 
roll. Check our What’s On guide on 
the following pages to curate your 
winter calendar, or take inspiration 
from my recommendations. 
 
Refresh your winter 
wardrobe without the wait 
The past few winters have been 
spent indoors with nary a chance 
to dress up. Our world-renowned 
international and independent 
boutiques are stocked, ready for you 
to update your winter uniform – no 
need to wait for postage. Pick out 
a jacket to steel yourself against 
Melbourne’s inclement weather, 
and get sized up for that new pair of 
winter boots. Just remember to leave 
room for those woolly socks. 
 
Hibernate some place 
cosy or bundle up for the 
great outdoors 
The candles are lit at some of our 
most popular dining destinations, 
just waiting to welcome you in from 
the cold and tempt you with new 
winter menus.  

Nothing quite beats finding a cosy 
place to warm hungry bellies, but 
some prefer to pack a thermos, layer 
up and cheer on their team at one of 

our many sporting stadiums. Side 
by side, you’ll brave the elements, 
as all good barrackers should. 

Seek bright lights and 
settle in for a staycation 
With daylight hours diminished, 
there’s no better time to be dazzled 
by the bright lights of our arts, 
entertainment and theatre districts. 
 
I’m looking forward to welcoming 
HAMILTON to Her Majesty’s 
Theatre, to the music and 
performance of RISING, to 
wandering the NGV’s Architecture 
Commission and dusting off my 
moves on our many dancefloors.  
 
Be a local for a night and book a 
stay at one of the new hotels that 
have popped up around the city 
over the past two years. You’ll have 
Melbourne’s famed nightlife on your 
doorstep and our Insta-worthy cafes 
ready to welcome you for a well-
earned brunch the next morning. 
 
I cannot wait to welcome you to 
Melbourne this winter. 

Sally Capp
Lord Mayor

Need more tips? Stop 
by one of Melbourne’s 
Visitor Services.

Melbourne Visitor Hub at 
Town Hall
Swanston Street

Melbourne Visitor Booth
Bourke Street Mall

Fitzroy Gardens Visitor  
Centre and Cooks Cottage
Fitzroy Gardens and  
Wellington Parade

Queen Victoria Market 
Visitor Hub 
Corner String Bean Alley and 
Queen Street
 
City Ambassadors
Talk to our red coat volunteers 
along Swanston Street and 
Federation Square
 
Operating hours may vary.  
For more details, visit whatson.
melbourne.vic.gov.au/visitors  
or call 9658 9658

David HannahCaffé E Torta Rebecca Newman

Love Melbourne 
Winter

City of Melbourne Love Melbourne Winter

Lord Mayor Sally Capp

HAMILTON at Her Majesty’s Theatre 
What’s On Melbourne / City of Melbourne

Melbourne was made 
for winter: warm 
coats, steaming coffee 
and a stroll along our 
cosmopolitan laneways. 

98

C
h

e
ck o

n
lin

e
 b

e
fo

re
 visitin

g
M

e
lb

o
u

rn
e

 C
ity

http://whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/visitors?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://whatson.melbourne.vic.gov.au/visitors?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


On Now 
On now
Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child 
Princess Theatre 

 + harrypottertheplay.com 
On now 
THE LUME Melbourne 
Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre 

 + thelume.com 
On now
Triceratops: Fate of 
the Dinosaurs and 
Open Horizons: Ancient 
Greek Journeys and 
Connections 
Melbourne Museum 

 + museumsvictoria.com.au 
On now
HAMILTON 
Her Majesty’s Theatre 

 + hamiltonmusical.com.au 
On now
2022 AFL Premiership 
Season 
Various locations 

 + afl.com.au 
Until 12 Jun
RISING: A Miracle 
Constantly Repeated by 
Patricia Piccinini 
Flinders Street Station Ballroom

 + rising.melbourne
Until 17 Jul
2022 Bendigo 
International Collection – 
Elvis: Direct from 
Graceland 
Bendigo Art Gallery 

 + bendigoartgallery.com.au 

Until 21 Aug
Queer: Stories From the 
NGV Collection 
NGV International 

 + ngv.melbourne 

June
1–12 Jun 
RISING 
Various locations 

 + rising.melbourne 
1 Jun – 31 Aug 
Winter Night Market 
Queen Victoria Market on Wednesdays

 + winternightmarket.com.au
5 Jun
Lightweight  
World Title Fight  
George Kambosos Jr v 
Devin Haney 
Marvel Stadium

 + wbaboxing.com
From 10 Jun
Melbourne Winter
Masterpieces® – The 
Picasso Century
NGV International

 + ngv.melbourne
From 16 Jun
Melbourne Winter
Masterpieces® –
Light: Works from  
Tate’s Collection
ACMI

 + acmi.net.au
16–17 Jun 
ALWAYS LIVE -  
Cate Le Bon
Corner Hotel, Richmond
Theatre Royal, Castlemaine

 + alwayslive.com.au

17 Jun 
Six the Musical
Comedy Theatre

 + sixthemusical.com
18 Jun 
Hume Winter Lights 
Festival
Town Hall Broadmeadows precinct

 + hume.vic.gov.au
18–19 Jun
Truffle Melbourne Festival
Queen Victoria Market

 + trufflemelbourne.com
24 Jun – 7 Aug
Lightscape
Royal Botanic Gardens

 + melbournelightscape.com.au

July
3–10 Jul
NAIDOC Week
Various locations

 + naidoc.org.au
10–31 Jul
9 TO 5 THE MUSICAL
State Theatre

 + 9to5themusical.com.au
15 Jul
Manchester United v 
Melbourne Victory
MCG

 + manutd.com/tour2022
19 Jul
Manchester United v 
Crystal Palace
MCG

 + manutd.com/tour2022

August
4–21 Aug
Melbourne International
Film Festival
Various locations

 + miff.com.au

What’s On

What’s On

Triceratops: Fate of the Dinosaurs at Melbourne Museum Eugene Hyland

Truffle Melbourne Festival

Winter Night Market
Queen Victoria Market

Lightscape, Royal Botanic Gardens
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Coming Soon 
2–4 Sep
DreamHack Melbourne
Melbourne & Olympic Parks

 + dreamhack.com/melbourne
3 Sep
White Night Bendigo
Various Bendigo locations

 + whitenight.com.au/bendigo
8–11 Sep
Melbourne Writers 
Festival
Various locations

 + mwf.com.au

22 Sep – 2 Oct
Melbourne Royal Show
Melbourne Showgrounds

 + royalshow.com.au
8 Oct
White Night Geelong
Various Geelong locations

 + whitenight.com.au/geelong
14–16 Oct
Australian Motorcycle 
Grand Prix 
Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit

 + motogp.com.au

16 Oct – 13 Nov
ICC Men’s T20 Cricket 
World Cup 2022
Kardinia Park, Geelong, and MCG

 + t20worldcup.com
1 Nov
Melbourne Cup 
Flemington Racecourse

 + vrc.com.au
18–20 Nov
2022 MOTUL FIM 
Superbike World 
Championship
Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit

 + worldsbk.com.au

What’s On

Melbourne Cup Carnival

Come Rain 
Come Shine

AN MTC NEXT STAGE ORIGINAL

BOOK BY  

Carolyn Burns
LYRICS BY  

Tim Finn &  
Simon Phillips

 MUSIC BY  

Tim Finn
BASED ON THE STORY BY  

Kazuo Ishiguro 
DIRECTED BY  

Simon Phillips 

a boutique new musical
from the team behind ladies in black

ON STAGE  
FROM 20 JUNE

MTC.COM.AU
BOOK NOW

MTC is a department  
of the University  
of Melbourne Made possible by MTC’s Playwrights Giving Circle

Presenting Partner Major Marketing Partner
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Winter nights (and days) 
will never be the same, 
as a festival three years 
in the making brings 
art, music, performance 
and ceremony to 
Melbourne’s heart. 

Imagine this… It’s dark. You’re 
walking through a forest where 
nothing is as it seems. Instead 
of trees, there are inflatable 
sculptures. Images are projected 
all around, and a mind-expanding 
soundscape engulfs you. You’re in 
The Wilds; an altered Sidney Myer 
Music Bowl and a centrepiece event 
of RISING (1–19 June).
 
Art is Everywhere
Get ready to see the metamorphosis 
of Melbourne. MONOCHORD is 
a river-wide high-powered laser 
installation by Robin Fox that will 
change how the Yarra looks at 

night. RISING co-director Gideon 
Obarzanek also recommends 
Golden Square, a Chinatown car park 
transformed into three levels of art, 
performance and parades, topped 
by a rooftop bar.“It’s open until late 
every night (except for 6–7 June), 
so it’s a great place to finish up,” he 
says. “It’s also the bar where all the 
RISING artists and staff will end up 
most nights.”

Family Fun
There’s heaps for kids to enjoy. 
They’ll love The Wilds ($12- $22) 
and Rinky Dink, the resumption 
of the bowl’s ice-skating tradition 
supported by an 80s and 90s 
soundtrack sung by RISING’s Night 
Chorus choir. There’s also Fart 
Fabulous, a punk variety show about 
normal bodily functions. Obarzanek 
also loves Anything and Everything. 
“Originally made by kids for an 
adult audience, it’s also brilliant for 

young people,” he says. Kaleidoscope 
occupies the Arts Centre Melbourne 
Forecourt. Scaling up the prismatic 
toy to epic proportions, allowing  
you to step inside a constantly 
shifting illusion. A breathtaking 
mirror maze of light, sound and joy. 
(1–19 June, $15).
 
Music & Food
Marking Melbourne’s first 
international music festival line-up 
in over two years, RISING’s music 
program traverses the globe from 
Japan to Switzerland, South London 
to Saskatchewan. At the Sidney 
Myer Music Bowl precinct sits The 
Lighthouse, a glasshouse bistro 
celebrating the sustenance the earth, 
fields and oceans provide. Other food 
favourites include Thornbury’s 1800 
Lasagne and Shannon Martinez is 
bringing her celebrated, plant-based, 
Fitzroy diner Smith & Daughters.

 + rising.melbourne

The Wilds, Monster by Tin & Ed Image: Eugene Hyland

Winter 
RISING
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See art in a different light at ACMI’s 
new Melbourne Winter Masterpieces 
exhibition, direct from the UK.

Celebrate light, as both subject and medium, when 
ACMI’s newest exhibition opens. Light: Works from Tate’s 
Collection (from 16 June) features ground-breaking work 
from the past 200 years, all of it direct from the prestigious 
UK art institution, Tate. More than 70 works feature in 
this exclusive blockbuster exhibition, spanning a range 
of media, including paintings, photography, sculpture, 
installation and the moving image. 

Art History
See how some of the most famous artists understood the 
qualities of light and how they used that knowledge to 
capture atmosphere and beauty on the canvas. There’ll be 
works by great Romantic painters, such as J. M. W. Turner, 

John Constable, Wassily Kandinsky and Josef Albers, as 
well as pieces by much-loved Impressionists, including 
Claude Monet, Camille Pissarro and Alfred Sisley. 

Immerse Yourself
These extraordinary paintings are juxtaposed against 
equally incredible works from modern and contemporary 
artists. Marvel at the infinite reflections created by Yayoi 
Kusama’s kaleidoscopic sculpture The Passing Winter 
(2005) or stand beneath Olafur Eliasson’s hanging 
crystalline sculpture Stardust Particle (2014) and see how 
it casts reflections around the gallery space. Sure to be 
popular is James Turrell’s immersive Raemar, Blue (1969), 
which challenges the viewer’s experience of perception.
While you’re there, don’t miss ACMI’s free exhibition, The 
Story of the Moving Image.

 + acmi.net.au

Explore the ongoing 
influence of Pablo Picasso 
at NGV International’s 
latest blockbuster 
exhibition.

In a world premiere, NGV 
International has worked with 
the Centre Pompidou and Musée 
National Picasso-Paris to present 
this year’s Melbourne Winter 
Masterpieces® - The Picasso Century 
(from 10 June).

An Artist’s Life
Born in Spain, Pablo Ruiz Picasso first 
trained as an artist under his father, 

but moved to Paris in 1900 – at first, 
on a part-time basis –  and worked 
in different styles and mediums 
(painting, sculpture, printmaking, 
ceramics) across decades. But he 
wasn’t just prolific; he also gathered 
a group of influential friends who 
included other artists as well as poets 
and intellectuals. 

Creative Contemporaries
The exhibition, says curator Didier 
Ottinger of Centre Pompidou, isn’t only 
about Picasso but shows his work in 
context: “He is the major figure of the 
twentieth century, and this show will 
explain why Picasso is so versatile.” 

Divided into 15 thematic sections, 
the exhibition will display more 
than 70 of Picasso’s works alongside 
more than a hundred pieces from his 
contemporaries, including Braque, 
Giacometti and Dalí. The Picasso 
Century will allow guests to see how 
he worked with and took inspiration 
from his peers and offer an eye-
opening journey through Paris and its 
art scene in the twentieth century.

 + ngv.melbourne

Shine  
Bright

Modern Art’s Lasting  
Presence

Stardust particle, 2014, Olafur Eliasson
Tate: Presented by the artist in honour of Sir Nicholas 

Serota 2018 © Olafur Eliasson. Photo: Tate

Pablo Picasso, Spanish 1881–1973, worked in France 
1904–73, Woman reclining on a blue sofa (Femme 
couchée sur un divan bleu) 20 April 1960, oil on 
canvas, 89.0 × 115.5 cm, Centre Pompidou, Paris, 
Musée national d’art moderne-Centre, de création 
industrielle, Donated by Louise and Michel Leiris, 
1984 ,(AM 1984-639), © Succession Picasso/Copyright 
Agency, 2022, Photo © Centre Pompidou, MNAM-
CCI/Service de la documentation photographique du 
MNAM/Dist. RMN-GP
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Melbourne International 
Film Festival (MIFF) 
celebrates its seventieth 
year in 2022 with a 
world-class program of 
screenings and events.

It’s one of the oldest events of its kind 
in the world, and the Melbourne 
International Film Festival (4–21 
August) continues breaking records, 
inspiring filmmakers and wowing 
audiences as it enters its eighth decade.

The Platinum Edition
To celebrate its special anniversary, 
MIFF will present Melbourne on 
Film as part of its program. This 
major retrospective will include a 

definitive portrait of our city on screen 
– historic movies, rediscoveries and 
unearthed gems, alongside attending 
filmmakers who have helped to craft 
a portrait of cinematic Melbourne 
across the decades. 

Feature Prize
New this year is the MIFF Film 
Competition, which will offer one 
of the most substantial prize pools 
of any festival in the world. Up to 10 
films will be in the official selection 
for the Best Film Award supported 
by VicScreen, which will net the 
maker of the winning entry, decided 
by a jury of prominent international 
and Australian festival guests, a 
prize of $140,000. Two other awards 

– the Australian Innovation Prize, 
recognising an outstanding local 
creative, and the MIFF Audience 
Award – will also be bestowed.

See It Now
Eighteen days of MIFF represent 
the only time many of the bold and 
original films appearing will be seen 
on the big screen. This year also sees 
a record-breaking number of MIFF 
Premiere Fund-supported films, all 
of them having their world premiere 
with filmmakers and film talent in 
attendance. This year, MIFF will also 
be expanding its reach, travelling to 
nine towns in regional Victoria.

 + miff.com.au 

MIFF Dean Walliss

Happy Birthday, MIFF
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History Retold
Since opening in March, HAMILTON 
has been embraced by Melbourne 
audiences. Lin-Manuel Miranda’s 
acclaimed musical, which has won 
Tony, Grammy and Olivier awards, as 
well as the Pulitzer Prize, retells the 
history of one of America’s founding 
fathers, Alexander Hamilton. The 
score blends hip-hop, jazz, R&B and 
Broadway, and the cast features some 
of Australia and New Zealand’s finest 
new talents, including Jason Arrow 
as Hamilton and Matu Ngaropo as 
George Washington. 

 + hamiltonmusical.com.au

Ancient History
For the first time, Australians can see incredible artefacts 
from the prestigious National Archaeological Museum in 
Athens, with Melbourne Museum hosting Open Horizons: 
Ancient Greek Journeys and Connections (until 14 August). 
Take a journey through Ancient Greece and explore how 
the trade of goods and ideas influenced that civilisation’s 
culture and, in turn, the rest of the ancient world. The 
44 ancient works date from the Early Bronze Age to the 
Roman period, and include an impressive marble sphinx 
with the head of a woman and the body of a winged lion.

 + museumsvictoria.com.au

The Big Kick
By the time winter is in full swing, so is the 2022 Toyota 
AFL Premiership season. Teams have settled, new stars 
are rising, and fans are contemplating their teams’ finals 
chances. When the days and nights are crisp, there’s no 
better place to be than in the MCG stands or at Marvel 
Stadium. The best part of the footy, though, is the ritual: 
wrapping yourself in a scarf, meeting friends before 
the game and walking to the ground as part of one of 
Melbourne’s unique tribes. 

 + afl.com.au

Above: Open Horizons: Ancient Greek Journeys and Connections
Image courtesy of National Archaeological Museum and Hellenic Ministry of Culture 
and Sports. Photographer Valtin Von Eickstedt

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Gareth Copley-ICC

2022 Toyota AFL Premiership season AFL Media

Mark Make a Date

Make a 
Date
Are you ready for sport, 
theatre and more? Get out 
your diary and book your 
tickets to Melbourne’s 
greatest events.

The World Cup Returns
After being postponed in 2020, the ICC Men’s T20 
World Cup arrives this October. All the cricket action starts 
on 16 October, with a double-header – Sri Lanka v Namibia 
and the United Arab Emirates v a qualifying team – at 
Geelong’s Kardinia Park Stadium. On 23 October, India and 
Pakistan play at the MCG, while the following week on 28 
October, traditional rivals Australia and England face off. 
The competition culminates in the final at the MCG on 13 
November. Be sure to buy tickets early because it’s sure to 
sell out.

 + t20worldcup.com

HAMILTON Daniel Boud
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Close to the Market
Filled with bright and provocative 
artworks, Blender Lane is a favourite 
of the street art community. 
An incubator of ideas for many 
underground street artists, the 
lane was named after the now-
relocated Blender Studios, which was 
influential in the development of 
Melbourne’s street art movement. In 
Kulinbulok Lane around the corner, 
be sure to look up at the large-scale 
murals on both sides of the laneway. 
While you’re there, visit Queen 
Victoria Market, the largest open-air 
market in the Southern Hemisphere. 
With fresh produce and speciality 
shopping, you’re sure to come away 
with a bargain. 

 + qvm.com.au

So Frenchy, So Chic
Scott Alley is only a tiny laneway off 
Flinders Lane, but it’s packed full of 
flavour. Check out Roule Galette, 
serving up a little piece of France, 
including sweet and savoury crepes. 
Roule Galettes’ little brother, Croque 
Monsieur, is also here, specialising 
in freshly made French toasties. For 
more French-inspired flavour, stop 
by Heartbaker BunMee, serving up 
their signature banh mi, a popular 
Vietnamese baguette combining 

Asian and French ingredients, as well 
as other authentic Vietnamese dishes. 
Around the corner from Scott Alley is 
the Nicholas Building at 37 Swanston 
Street, a cornerstone of Melbourne 
ingenuity and style. You’ll find bespoke 
shoemakers and milliners, artists, 
purveyors of magic and much more. 

 + roulegalette.com.au
 + croquemonsieur.com.au
 + facebook.com/heartbaker 
bunmeemelbourne

Roule Galette Dan Castano

Landmarks &
Laneways

Birthplace of the 
coolest bars and edgiest 
street art, Melbourne’s 
laneways are always 
worth exploring. Uncover 
shops, galleries and cafes 
and more.

Queen Victoria Market 

Landmarks & Laneways
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CBD Street Art Tours 
Everyone knows Melbourne is famous 
for colourful and ever-changing street 
art, but did you know that famed 
street artist Banksy called our art 
“more diverse and original than any 
other city in the world”? The best way 
to find it is with a local Melbourne 
artist. On this tour, you’ll go beyond 
Hosier Lane and into secret laneways 
where the paint is still drying. Then, 
head to Blender Studios to see 
resident artists in action.  

 + melbournestreettours.com 

Hidden Secrets Tours 
Melbourne is full of hidden gems just 
waiting to be found. If you’re unsure 
where to start, a Hidden Secrets 
tour might be just what you’re after. 
Uncover the quirkier side of the city 
while you weave through stunning 
laneways and arcades. Discover 
independent designers, local makers 
and specialty stores.  

 + hiddensecretstours.com 

Discover 
Melbourne’s  
Laneways 

Laneways Map

Click here to 
discover more  
hidden gems
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Don’t Walk Alone
The city’s nineteenth-century underbelly is the inspiration 
for Melbourne Historical Crime Tours. On the Gangsters, 
Brothels & Lolly Shops Tour, hear about Melbourne’s slum 
quarter, Little Lon, now home to a craft gin distillery of the 
same name. Police drama fans can discover Fitzroy’s dark 
past as “the home of Melbourne’s criminals and the home 
of criminals generally” on a Fitzroy True Crime Tour.

 + melbournehistoricalcrimetours.com

More is Always Better
If you have limited time in the city and can’t decide where 
to eat, join Hidden Secrets Tours’ Progressive Degustation 
Walk. Instead of trying one restaurant, you get to visit 
three. At each, you’ll taste three dishes with matching 
wines, accompanied by a little introduction. These are 
some of the guides’ favourite spots, so expect to enter 
restaurants you may not have discovered otherwise.

 + hiddensecretstours.com

Raise a Glass
Apparently, there are more than 15,000 drinking spots in 
Melbourne, and you’ll visit some of the best of them on 
the Boozy History and Hidden Bars Tour. A guide will lead 
you through the laneways while dishing the dirt on past 
Melbourne luminaries who didn’t mind a tipple. Along the 
way, you’ll stop by three bars where you’ll wet your whistle. 

 + drinkinghistorytours.com

Looking Forward
Join the Urban Eco and Sustainability Tour if you’re ready 
to see how Melbourne is preparing for a greener future. 
Discover green nooks, community spaces, urban gardens 
and sustainable architecture. The guides will also discuss 
Aboriginal landcare practices and finish up at a restaurant 
where you’ll taste native Australian foods. 

 + waywardwanders.com.au

Melbourne Historical Crime Tours

Hit the Streets 

You won’t get lost when 
you join one of these 
excellent guided tours. In 
fact, the best of Melbourne 
will be revealed. 

Hosier Lane Ain Raadik 
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It’s game time. Melbourne is 
the undisputed sporting and 
entertainment capital of Australia, 
and the freshly renovated Pullman 
Melbourne on the Park is your home at 
the epicentre of the action. Positioned 
adjacent to the MCG and close to Rod 
Laver Arena and AAMI Park, it puts 
you right in the field of play to explore 
all this precinct has to offer, including 
AFL matches, exciting concerts, WWE 
Live and the new Disney on Ice show.

Discover contemporary rooms 
that provide a haven from the city 
outside. Each one features a neutral 
palette, elegant appointments and 
a view of either the city, MCG or 
verdant Fitzroy Gardens.

Before or after the game, take a seat 
at The Cliveden Bar & Dining. Named 
after the formal restaurant located at 
this address in the 1980s and 90s – 
Melbourne A-listers Bert Newton and 
Barry Humphries loved it – offering a 
menu with some of the best Victorian 
produce, using traditional European 
preparations and Australian native 
ingredients. From the bar, expect 
local spirits transformed into seasonal 
cocktails alongside a selection of 
Victorian beers and wines.

All this and just a short walk or tram 
ride to all the CBD and nearby suburbs 
like Fitzroy and Richmond have to 
offer. Our world is your playground. 

Tram: Route 75 & 48 to stop 11 
Train: Jolimont Station

192 Wellington Parade, East 
Melbourne
t 03 9419 2000
w pullmanonthepark.com.au
Find us on:    

MCG and Australian  
Sports Museum

Tram: Route 
48 or 75 to 
stop 12 or 70 to  
stop 7C  
Train: To 

Richmond or Jolimont Station 
MCG Tours: Daily, every 30 
minutes between 10am and 3pm 
Australian Sports Museum: 
Daily from 10am to 5pm
Alternative trading hours apply 
on event days. Please visit our 
website for information.
Gate 3, MCG, Yarra Park, 
Jolimont
t 03 9657 8879 
w mcg.org.au
w australiansportsmuseum.
org.au
Find us on:     

Step on the hallowed turf 
of the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground and discover 
a much-loved venue 
celebrating Australian 
sporting history.

Follow in the footsteps of 
greatness at the MCG
Ever wanted to see behind the scenes 
at the mighty MCG? Experience an 
unforgettable MCG tour with an 
access-all-areas walkthrough in the 
steps of great sporting legends.
Take in the player change rooms, 

the Ron Casey Media Centre and 
members-only areas of the Melbourne 
Cricket Club, such as the Long Room, 
then walk along the sidelines of the 
hallowed arena.

Discover more at the 
Australian Sports 
Museum
The Australian Sports Museum is no 
ordinary museum. It’s an exciting, 
interactive and ever-changing 
experience where the latest technology 
has been used to create immersive 
exhibits and galleries.

Take in historic and quirkyfacts and 
tales about cricket, Australian football, 
the Olympics, Sport Australia Hall of 
Fame and Victorian Racing Gallery. 

Then test your own skills in the 
reimagined Game On! interactive space.
Collect your sweatband, interact with 
the exhibits and register high scores, 
as you learn and immerse yourself in 
Australian sporting culture.

Pullman 
Melbourne  
on the Park
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The Tea Rooms 
1892
Located in the Block Arcade, The Tea 
Rooms 1892 is home to the original 
Hopetoun Tea Rooms. Indulge in a 
truly unique experience, from the 
historical settings to the delectable 
selection of savouries and sweets. 
Book your high tea online. 

Open: Mon – Fri 8am to 5.30pm, 
Sat – Sun 9am to 5.30pm

Shops 1 & 2, The Block Arcade, 
280 Collins St, Melbourne
w thetearooms1892.com.au   
Find us on:     

W Melbourne
W Melbourne on Flinders Lane 
takes its design cues from the city’s 
laneway culture. Its 294 bold rooms 
and suites peel back the layers and 
revel in the city’s history. There’s also 
fi ve bars and restaurants, as well as 
the WET© pool and FIT gym, available 
to amp up your stay. 

Open: Daily

Tram: Number 58 to Collins Street 
or 109, 11, 12 or 48 to William St/
Collins St.

408 Flinders Lane Melbourne  
t  03 9113 8800 
w  wmelbourne.com
Find us on:    

Port Phillip Ferries
Escape the city and take a cruise to 
the coastal towns of Portarlington or 
Geelong. Enjoy wineries, seafood and 
the charm of Portarlington on the 
Bellarine Peninsula, or the vibrant 
cultural city and attractive waterfront 
of Geelong. The experience is beyond 
just a ferry service. Think onboard 
licensed cafe, free Wi-Fi, free bike 
racks, charging stations, friendly staff  
and endless scenic views. And there’s 
always a chance to spot a dolphin, seal 
or penguin.
Tram: Route 35, 70 or 75 to stop D3  
Train: To Southern Cross Station
Schedule: Visit portphillipferries.
com.au for the most up-to-date 
schedule.
131 Harbour Esplanade, Docklands   
t  03 9514 8959   
w  portphillipferries.com.au   
Find us on:     

SKYDECK

VOYAGER THEATRE 

EDGE
PLANK

BAR 88

MELBOURNE  

ON ANOTHER 

LEVEL See the city alive with immersive and 

interactive experiences from ground  

floor all the way up to level 88.

 
Book your visit today
MELBOURNESKYDECK.COM.AU 
(03) 9693 8888
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Visit the Shrine of Remembrance and 
discover the real-life stories of Australians 
in wartime, find peaceful reflection and 
view breathtaking vistas of the memorial 
gardens and Melbourne.

A PLACE  
TO REMEMBER
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SHRINE.ORG.AU

OPEN DAILY 10AM–5PM 
FREE ADMISSION

Little Lon Distilling Co Jake Roden

Discover a part of the city that’s existed 
since the 1850s when you visit the only 
distillery located in the CBD.

From the outside, you might find it hard to believe that 
fine spirits are distilled behind those brick walls. It looks 
like such a tiny space, but in one of the last remaining 
single-storey buildings in Melbourne’s CBD, Little Lon 
Distilling Co is creating small-batch gins, vodkas, whiskies 
and liqueurs that celebrate the rich history of this block.

History Bottled
In the 1850s, this patch of Melbourne was notorious for 
attracting dubious characters. In fact, a sly grog shop and 
brothel once called the Casselden Place terrace, where Little 
Lon is now located, home. And the distillers pay tribute to 
those original inhabitants every day with their unique spirits.

Naming Rights
Take part in a masterclass to learn about the history of 
the block and taste the gins. They’re created from a base 
spirit made on the premises – a process rare among craft 
distillers – that’s then distilled again with juniper and other 
botanicals. Their names give an insight into a person who 
was once part of the neighbourhood. Little Miss Yoko, for 
example, is a lychee-infused gin named after the madam 
who lived in the house in which the distillery now resides.

In the Mix
It’s also possible to visit Little Lon Distilling Co and simply 
let the bartender take care of you. A selection of cocktails 
allows the flavours of the individual spirits and liqueurs to 
shine. Take a seat in the intimate bar space or head outside 
to gather in the garden. 

 + littlelondistillingco.com

Melbourne Distilled
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Waterfront Wonders
Set on the Yarra River in a historical 
area where tall ships once berthed, 
you’ll discover South Wharf. At this 
entertainment precinct, many of the 
restaurants, cafes and bars are located 
in restored nineteenth-century cargo 
sheds. A favourite venue in this part of 
town is BangPop, where hawker-style 
Thai food is served in a fun space 
overlooking the city. 

If you’re craving something more 
European, Plus 5 specialises in wood-
fired pizza and tapas. There’s also a list 

of signature cocktails that includes the 
Smoked Maple, combining Woodford 
Reserve, maple syrup and walnut 
bitters presented under a glass dome. 
When it gets late, head to the Tessie 
Pearl Hotel, where you might find a 
pool comp, drag bingo or DJ to keep 
the party going.

 + bangpop.com.au
 + plus5bar.com.au
 + tessiepearl.com.au

New in Town
In a two-storey building built in the 
1920s, you’ll discover Patsy’s. Wine 
leads the way here, with the meat-free 
Mediterranean menu developed to 
complement the list showcasing the 
best varietals from abroad. 

It may be called Grill Americano, but 
this spot is all about Northern Italy. As 
the name suggests, the grill is hot, but 
the kitchen also boasts a bespoke wood 
oven. The menu features handmade 
pasta, braises and elegant classics.

Filipino flavours have arrived in a 
minimalist laneway space. Serai 
Kitchen is chef Ross Magnaye’s 
homage to his place of birth, a 
country where culinary influences 
come from Malaysia, China and 
Spain. Yes, there will be lechon 
(roasted suckling pig), but there’ll 
also be a raw bar, wood-fired dishes, 
natural wines and cocktails.

 + patsys.com.au
 + grillamericano.com
 + seraikitchen.com.au

Patsy’s Annika Kafcaloudis

Eat & Drink

Grill Americano Adrian Lander                                                                                                     

There’s nothing quite 
like Melbourne’s food 
and drinks scene. 
From tasty noodles at 
any hour of the day 
to impressive tasting 
menus with matching 
wines, it’s got everyone’s 
tastes covered.

Eat & Drink
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If you’re craving the first 
cup of the day, taste is all 
that matters. But once 
it’s in your hand, you 
may wonder about the 
history behind our city’s 
obsession.

The story of Melbourne coffee walks 
alongside the history of the city. In 
the 1830s the temperance movement 
needed to attract patrons away from 
the pubs. Ornate ‘coffee palaces’ 
offered the hotel experience, sans 
alcohol. Today’s Hotel Windsor served 
as the 400-room Grand Coffee Palace 
between 1886 and 1897. On the streets 
outside, coffee stalls began servicing 
the city’s on-the-move workers.

But our real caffeine kick came with 
the immigration boom of World War 
II. Craving a taste of home, Italians 
brought espresso coffee, and with it, 
a cafe culture of cosmopolitan cool. 
Mid-century, Melbourne coffee shops 
became the hangouts of bohemians, 
artists, musicians and free thinkers. 
This influential scene ensured our 
daily drop would forever come with 
a sense of pride and sit alongside our 
city’s renowned art, entertainment, 
creativity and style.

In the late 1980s, when the pull of 
the suburbs threatened to turn the 
CBD into a nine-to-five corporate 
wasteland, urban activists led the 
city council and state government to 

reinvigorate the city and improve the 
walkability of Melbourne laneways. 
The impact was nothing short 
of transformative. Our laneways 
are a major draw today; visitors 
and locals are spoilt for places to 
meet, reconnect, breathe in the 
atmosphere, and drink coffee. The 
gentrification of the 1990s and early 
2000s delivered the final pieces of the 
puzzle – disposable income and the 
time to spend weekend mornings at 
the right brunch spots with friends. 
Good coffee was often the decider 
as to which place. Committed to 
innovation, Melbourne coffee roasters 
played their part by sourcing single 
origin beans and preparing signature 
house blends for cafes all over the city.

So, it’s safe to say we’re serious about 
coffee. Outsiders may rightly call 
us coffee snobs, but we wear such 
criticism like a badge of honour. 
Melburnians figure no one can 
compete with our independent cafes 
– the ones that have been getting it 
right for so long. Perhaps this was why 
there was no great sense of surprise 
or loss when global giant Starbucks 
closed three quarters of its Australian 
outlets in 2008. 

Continues overleaf

Presented by RMIT Marketing 
discipline. Written by Professor Francis 
Farrelly,  Associate Professor Bernardo 
Figueiredo and Ben Ice. This is the first 
in a series of stories on Melbourne’s 
coffee culture. Look out for coming 
editions to read more.

Why is Melbourne Coffee so Good?

Federal Coffee Palace 1890s

Why is 
Melbourne 
Coffee so 
Good? 
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Coffee connects us. It 
is part of our shared 
identity. Our love of coffee 
(and our capacity for 
innovation) is spreading 
around the world.

Travelling Melburnians know the pain 
of not finding good coffee in the US, 
but if they walked into expat-owned 
Bluestone Lane or Little Collins in 
Manhattan, they’d encounter excellent 
coffee and sharp decor similar to a 
Melbourne cafe – and that’s to say 
nothing of the fact they know how 
to make a flat white. It goes beyond a 
morning cuppa. 

St Ali, a big name in Melbourne 
coffee, now applies its meticulous 
sourcing and roasting to ready-to-
drink products like its cold-brew cans. 
For those who expect cafe quality 
all the time, says managing director 
Lachlan Ward, it’s about “how these 
products can fit in with the rest of 
your life – because you don’t spend 
your whole life in a cafe.” But don’t 
worry; Melbourne cafes aren’t going 
anywhere. “You can’t replace going to a 
cafe and having a chat with a mate, or 
the fact your local barista knows your 
name and your order,” says Ward.

Bakemono Bakers Ain Raadik

Why is Melbourne Coffee 
so Good? Continued
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Starting from Scratch
In the months leading up to the 
opening, Saravia spent time crossing 
the state and seeking out producers. 
He utilised the farmers’ markets in 
each region as an entry point, getting 
to know who was doing what.

But it was farming’s new generation 
that surprised him. “These young 
farmers don’t just grow carrots,” 
he explains. “I’ve met a couple of 
people who were farming seagrass 
and another who was growing carob. 
There are also producers who are 
visiting Europe and coming back 
with expertise of making cheese, 
for example. Everything I’ve seen is 
boutique, is specialised, goes back 
to the traditional ways, doesn’t cut 
corners, and I think that is why 
Victoria is so special.”

 + victoriarestaurant.com.au

Victoria on 
a Plate

Alejandro Saravia Jana Langhorst

Alejandro preparing lamb al asador Paul Crock

At a stunning new Fed 
Square venue, chef 
Alejandro Saravia is 
showcasing his love of 
produce from the regions.

When he opened Farmer’s Daughters 
in 2021, Alejandro Saravia wanted to 
bring Gippsland, a region to which 
he’d felt instantly connected, to 
Melbourne diners. The immediate 
reaction was resoundingly positive, 
with guests invested in the story and 
provenance of the ingredients they 
were eating.

But it was another response that led 
directly to his new project. “I started 
to receive emails from farmers and 
producers in other regions presenting 
their products and their experience,” 
he explains. “That’s what made me 
think: now we have experience in 
how a true farm-to-table restaurant 
works, maybe it’s time to think 
about other regions and how we can 
support them as well.”

Region by Region
Now, barely a year later, Victoria by 
Farmer’s Daughters will open in Fed 
Square in June. Far from being a mere 
restaurant, however, this will be a true 
showcase of all Victoria offers. It’s a 
collaboration between Saravia and Fed 
Square, and part of a transformative 
project that will bring outdoor dining 
to the riverside while celebrating Fed 
Square’s unique architecture.

The opening two months will feature 
the best produce from the entire 
state. Following that, the focus will be 
on a specific region for a set amount 
of time.

“We’ll celebrate the main actors in 
the region, so we’ll be inviting chefs, 
winemakers, distillers, brewers 
and farmers,” says Saravia. “We’ll 
even invite restaurant operators to 
collaborate with us – they might have 
a special dinner or take over our bar. 
We’ll give them a stage to showcase 
here in Melbourne what they do in 
the regions.”

Alejandro’s 
Favourite  
City Bars

Siglo is an institution in 
Melbourne. I love the great wine 
list and the classic cocktails 
made to perfection without any  
pretentiousness. Siglo brings a 
bohemian feel to a perfect late 
night out in Melbourne. 

 + siglobar.com.au

For the perfect small cocktail bar 
that elevates the art of cocktails in 
Melbourne, try Romeo Lane. 
From the personalised service to 
the flavours and innovation in an 
already busy market, it stands out.

 + romeolane.com.au

At the beautiful, well-thought-
out hole in the wall that is Bijou 
Bottle Store, you’ll be transported 
to another place as you enjoy 
the delicious wine on offer or a 
classic cocktail. 

 + bijoubottlestore.com

Romeo Lane

Victoria on a Plate
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Swanston Spirit
Another historical spot, this time at 
264 Swanston Street, is the Denyers 
Building. At ground level is Gong de 
Lin, an Asian vegetarian restaurant. 
Duck in the lift and head up to House 
of Correction. Past residents include 
a manufacturer of death masks 
and a porn cinema, but now it’s all 
about cocktails. The list changes 
seasonally and is served by some of 
the slickest staff in town. Up another 
level is Goldilocks Rooftop Bar. Here, 
Victorian beer, wine and cider make 
a strong showing alongside a fairytale-
inspired cocktail list.

 + facebook.com/gongdelin
 + facebook.com/
houseofcorrectionmelb
 + goldilocksbar.com.au

Single Files
Not all vertical spaces have a mix of 
tenants. One of the hottest spots in 
town is Her, where the mood changes 
across five levels. On the ground floor 
is a French bar and restaurant. Then 
it’s up to the Music Room, with its 
cushy seats, a wide range of spirits and 
hard-to-find vinyl records. BKK is the 
tiny but mighty Thai restaurant, and 
it’s all topped off by Her Rooftop.

Over on Flinders Lane, Japanese 
restaurant Kisumé is spread over 
three levels. As well as the restaurant, 
there’s the Chablis Bar and Chef’s 
Table, offering an intimate dining 
experience featuring local produce 
from land and sea.

 + her.melbourne
 + kisume.com.au

It all started at Swanston Street’s 
Curtin House, a six-storey commercial 
building originally built in 1922 for the 
Tattersalls Club. It has also been HQ 
for the Communist Party in Victoria, 
a group of Catholic organisations and 
the Academy of Modern Greek. Then, 
in the year 2000, it was bought by 
investors and spaces leased to creative 
and hospitality businesses. The term 
‘vertical laneway’ was coined for it, and 
Melbourne has never looked back, with 
up and down the new out and about.

Behind the Curtin
One of the first tenants at the new-
look Curtin House was Cookie, which 
holds a place in many Melburnians’ 
hearts. In this atmosphere-soaked 
environment, with soaring ceilings 
and pockets of privacy, you can down 
cocktails and craft beers or dine 
on Thai dishes. There’s also band 
room, bar and restaurant The Toff 
in Town, Mexican and mezcal 
joint Mesa Verde and, up a final set of 
stairs, Rooftop Bar. 

 + cookiemelbourne.com.au
 + thetoff.com.au
 + mesaverde.net.au
 + rooftopbar.co
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Her Parker Blain

KisuméCookie Robert Blackburn

Most nights, your search 
for the next venue 
might take you down a 
laneway, but these days 
it might only involve a 
set of stairs.

IceBar Melbourne
Keeping things a fun and frosty -10°C 
here in Melbourne all year round!

Get rugged up before you head inside 
Australia’s only ice bar. It’s the perfect 
place to cosy up with a date, party 
with friends or chill with the family! 

Special off er: 15% off  Deluxe Entry. 
Includes snow gear, cocktail and a 
shot. Use code: deluxe15.
Online bookings essential.
The Atrium, Federation Square, 
Melbourne
t 1300 ICEBAR   
w icebarmelbourne.com   
Find us on:     

Icebar
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Mörk Chocolate Brew House
Visit Mörk for an artisan cup of ethically sourced hot 
chocolate. The Campfire Hot Chocolate is the star, re-
creating the nostalgic atmosphere of a childhood bonfire. 
You can pick up a DIY pack to make your own at home, 
complete with house-made marshmallows. 

 + morkchocolate.com.au

Romeo Lane
Romeo Lane is not just a place to enjoy a drink. This tiny 
table-service cocktail bar is a must-visit for its ambience 
alone. With a cosy fireplace at its heart, it offers a beautiful 
balance of comfort and sophistication. Warm up with 
the Factory Setting cocktail. A blend of Irish whiskey and 
coffee liqueur, with the addition of allspice and cream, it’s 
the perfect winter drink.

 + romeolane.com.au

Feeling the chill? Get cosy this winter 
at some of Melbourne’s favourite 
restaurants and cafes.

Mjølner
Vikings, cocktail theatrics and mulled 
wine are a match made in heaven at 
Mjølner. Its Blazing Glögg is a spicy 
mix of cognac, port and cranberry. 
Watch the bartender build a stream 
of fire from your wine glass in front 
of your eyes then serve the warming 
bevvy with a teabag of house spices.

 + mjolner.com.au/melbourne

Trinket
Leave the chilly winds outside and 
snuggle into Trinket. This whimsical 
treasure is known for its hidden 
basement bar, but you’ll find the real 
winter treat at street level. Bag the seats 
arranged around the fireplace and see 
what’s on the menu. We love the hearty 
pizzas and quirky cocktails. Go on, 
indulge your curiosity with the banana 
and whisky cocktail with choc bitters. 
It’s positively heart-warming.

 + trinketbar.com.au

Heartattack and Vine
Friendly neighbourhood spot 
Heartattack and Vine is one of 
Carlton’s quiet achievers. The vibe is 
relaxed European, with a focus on 
warmth and hospitality. The venue’s 
Spanish hot chocolate – an absolute 
winner – is made with house-made 
ganache and chilli orange syrup. To 
add a touch of France, enjoy with an 
almond croissant from Noisette.

 + heartattackandvine.com.au

Winter
Warmers

Mörk Chocolate Brew House Kristoffer Paulsen

Heartattack and Vine What’s On Melbourne / City of Melbourne
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THE SPIRIT 
OF MELBOURNE.

HANDCRAFTED GIN  •   COCKTAIL BAR  •   GIN TASTINGS  •   MASTERCL ASSES 

Step back in time in our heritage cottage-turned gin distillery. Indulge in curated 
cocktails and warm up winter with our Gin Masterclasses complete with tales of 
the rich history of our unique location.

17 CASSELDEN PL ACE  MELBOURNE CBD (OFF LIT TLE LONSDALE ST)     
WWW.LITTLELONDISTILLINGCO.COM              @ L I T T L E L O N D I S T I L L I N G C O

RECEIVE A WELCOME 
DRINK ON ARRIVAL 

ONE PER PERSON. PER VISIT. 
(18+ YEARS)

Queen Victoria Market is an authentic, bustling, 
inner-city market that has been the heart and 
soul of the city for more than 140 years. 
Home to over 600 small businesses, it’s a great 
place to discover the best, fresh and specialty 
produce, handmade and local products, delicious 
coffee and food, and vibrant events.
Shopping at the Market has always been one of 
life’s great pleasures. It’s not just the abundance 
of fresh food and wide open-air sheds, halls and 
laneways; it’s the friendly banter with the traders, 
the vibrant and multicultural atmosphere and the 
sense of belonging that comes with a trip to the 
much-loved Queen Victoria Market.
Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Also open on Wednesday evenings from 
1 Jun – 31 Aug between 5pm-10pm for the 
Winter Night Market. For trading hours and 
what’s on visit qvm.com.au

qvm.com.au

A great way to explore the Market is 
with the Ultimate Foodie Tour, 

a guided walking tour where you’ll 
indulge in some of the best food 

the Market has to offer. 

Bookings essential at 
qvm.com.au/tours

make itmake it
a market daya market day

Queen Vic
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Aboriginal
Victoria

Go Guided
While you can join Indigenous rangers 
and guides to explore both the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Melbourne and the 
banks of Birrarung (Yarra River) near 
the Koorie Heritage Trust, there’s 
also an app that lets you discover 
local Indigenous culture at your own 
pace. Download the Yalinguth app 
(the name means ‘yesterday’ in Woi 
Wurrung) and head towards Ngár-go, 
a culturally significant area in Fitzroy’s 
Gertrude Street. The aim of the app 
is to connect communities by using 
historical firsthand accounts told by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people. Walk your own journey as 
Elders tell stories about the land and 
their people.

 + rbg.vic.gov.au
 + koorieheritagetrust.com.au
 + yalinguth.com.au

Big Flavours
Interest in bush food has been 
growing, but there are still few 
places you can try it. Luckily, chef 
Nornie Bero, who hails from the 
Torres Strait, has opened Big Esso in 
Fed Square. The restaurant’s name 
means ‘the biggest thank you’, and 
you might want to yell it when you’re 

done eating. Bero’s menu features 
dishes like bush tomato pippies with 
samphire, sea parsley, macadamia 
and charred lime sitting alongside 
charred emu with kutjera (desert 
raisin), pepper berry, molasses and 
cassava chips. There’s also a list of 
local beers and wines, including some 
non-alcoholic numbers from Sobah, 
an Indigenous-owned brewery.

 + mabumabu.com.au

Take it Home
When you’re out shopping for 
gifts (even for yourself), consider 
something created by an Indigenous 
maker or artist. The Koorie Heritage 
Trust has a range of products – 
jewellery, art, homewares, gifts, 
books and more – made by Victorian 
Aboriginal people. Australian by 
Design has paintings, prints, ceramics 
and other pieces created by artists in 
Gippsland and further afield. The gift 
shops at galleries are also excellent 
places to look. Craft stocks mainly 
one-off artworks from practitioners 
like Lisa Waup and Cassie Leatham. 

 + koorieheritagetrust.com.au
 + australianbydesign.com.au
 + craft.org.au

Royal Botanic Gardens, Aboriginal Heritage Walk

It’s the world’s oldest 
living culture, and you 
can experience it in the 
heart of Narrm, the Woi 
Wurrung word for the 
Melbourne region. Here’s 
where to go.

Right: Keeping Culture 3/7 by Lisa Waup at Craft.  
Clay, parrot feathers, thread. Image Rob Blackburn

Aboriginal Victoria
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You might have seen 
them already – six 
Melbourne trams covered 
in colourful designs by 
First Peoples artists. One 
of them is the work of 
Jarra Karalinar Steel.

If you’re travelling on the number 48 
or 109 tram routes watch out for a 
brightly coloured streetcar coming 
your way. Last year, as part of the 
RISING festival, six Indigenous artists 
were invited to create a design that 
would completely wrap a series 
of trams. One of those artists was 
Boonwurrung/Wemba Wemba 
woman Jarra Karalinar Steel.

Another Journey
For her design, Karalinar Steel 
chose to represent iilk (eels) and has 

rendered them in bright blue, fuchsia 
pink and burnt orange. 

“As a small child, my mother would 
tell me stories of the iilk and their 
long journey cycles, as well as their 
importance as a food source for our 
people, the Boonwurrung,” she says.

Before the European settlement of 
Narrm, a creek ran through the land 
that is now Elizabeth Street, and the 
eels would make their journey along 
the Yarra River then up the creek.

“The reason for using the iilk is 
because I like the idea of them taking 
back and reclaiming their important 
place in what we call Melbourne 
today. I imagine them all travelling 
along our tram lines as part of their 
journey cycle.”

Go Big
A tram seems like an enormous entity 
to cover with a design, but Karalinar 
Steel likes a challenge. She’s a 
multidisciplinary artist known for her 
large-scale public installations, LED 

works and commemorative signage 
that bring contemporary cultural 
visuals into the public urban spaces. 

But the tram holds a special place in 
her heart, and this year she’s curating 
the new crop of Melbourne Art Trams: 
“I was conceived in Richmond (my 
twin and I are IVF babies) and born at 
Queen Victoria Hospital. I’ve spent 
the majority of my life in Melbourne 
catching and riding trams. Trams 
are my main transport to keep me 
connected, and the sound they make 

would be the background to the 
soundtrack of my life.” 

CBD trams are free to ride from 
Federation Square to Queen Victoria 
Market, and from the grand buildings 
of Spring Street down to the gleaming 
towers and glistening water of 
Docklands, so hop on and off as you 
explore the city.

 + karalinar.com
 + rising.melbourne

Rolling Artworks iilk (eel) by Jarra Karalinar Steel James Morgan 

Plan your journey
 + ptv.vic.gov.au
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Art for the People
There’s no need to head to the 
gallery to fill your eyes with artistic 
inspiration. Of course, Melbourne 
is famed for its street art, but you’ll 
be in awe of the public art on offer. 
Get out in the sun and follow the 
Melbourne Public Art Trail. Start 
at Ron Robertson-Swann’s folded 
yellow sculpture Vault outside the 
Australian Centre for Contemporary 
Art (ACCA) before taking in video 
art, epic sculptures, statues and a 
planted grassland. 

 + acca.melbourne

Glass Slippers Are Back
See a classic tale reinterpreted by 
Opera Australia. The company’s 
lavish production of the Tony Award-
winning Broadway musical, Rodgers 
+ Hammerstein’s Cinderella (until 
26 June) at the Regent Theatre, takes 
classic elements of this timeless fairy 
tale – the pumpkin, the glass slipper, 
the masked ball and more – and 
updates them with some surprising 
twists. Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
most beloved songs, including ‘In 
My Own Little Corner’, ‘Impossible/
It’s Possible’ and ‘Ten Minutes Ago’, 
feature lush Instrumentation and 
performances by an all-star cast that 
includes Silvie Paladino, Tina Bursill 
and Todd McKenney. Young and  
old will adore this funny and  
romantic production.

 + cinderellamusical.com.au

Our Changing Faces
For the first time, the portraits held 
by both the National Gallery of 
Victoria and Canberra’s National 
Portrait Gallery will be brought 
together for Who Are You: Australian 
Portraiture (until 21 August) at 
NGV Australia. This will be a 
diverse collection, featuring both 
historical and contemporary works 
that challenge the way we think of 
the genre. This is also the largest 
exhibition of Australian portraiture 
seen in the country and will include 
Boris Cipusev’s typographic portrait, 
Jeff the wiggle, 2009–2013, Shirley 

Purdie’s multi-panelled evocation of 
biography and Country, Ngalim-
Ngalimbooroo Ngagenybe, 2018, and 
Kaylene Whiskey’s Seven Sisters 
Song, 2021.

 + ngv.melbourne

There’s magic on the 
stage and other worlds 
depicted on gallery walls. 
The arts make up part of 
Melbourne’s lifeblood, and 
there’s so much to see. Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella Carol Rosegg – Original Broadway Production

Arts & 
Culture

Australian Centre for Contemporary Art (ACCA) John Gollings

Arts & Culture
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 Do you have a favourite 
place to take friends 
visiting Melbourne?
You’d probably have to come walk my 
dog with me down the Maribyrnong 
River, followed by dinner at Chin 
Chin (my favourite) and some theatre 
somewhere. 
 
Do you have a favourite 
museum or gallery?
I love Buxton Contemporary and the 
NGV. We’re so lucky to have them. 
 
Do you have a favourite 
hotel to stay in?
I spent my honeymoon at The 
Langham and that was stunning. 
 
Where does the cast like 
to go together?
Sunday nights at Crossley St Cantina 
is our hang, and Parliament Gardens 
between shows is popular. 
 
Anything else to add or 
recommend?
Get out west – Footscray, Yarraville, 
Williamstown… I love it there.

in Melbourne

Pellegrini’s Jake Roden

Gareth Reeves

Gareth Reeves in Harry Potter and 
the Cursed Child Matt Murphy

Harry Potter and the Cursed Child Matt Murphy

Parliament Gardens Josie Withers

24 Hours

Actor Gareth Reeves 
takes us on a tour of his 
hot spots.

When Harry Potter and the Cursed Child 
opened in 2019, Gareth Reeves took on 
the part of the now-grown boy wizard. 
With the play transformed into a one-
part production, Reeves is excited for 
its reimagination. Originally from New 
Zealand and now living in Melbourne’s 
western suburbs, the accomplished 
stage and screen actor – you might have 
seen him in Wentworth or Miss Fisher’s 
Murder Mysteries – is dad to two boys, to 
whom he’s read the entire Harry Potter 
series.

Here, Reeves tells us about some of his 
favourite places around the city.

Where do you get your 
morning coffee?
I often head to Migrant for a coffee 
and bagel in West Footscray after 
stretching out last night’s show at 
Assembly Yoga upstairs. It’s the 
perfect start to a day.

Go-to spot for a quick 
lunch?
I’ll happily grab the weekly special 
from Butchers Diner and sit in the 
gardens at Parliament House.
 
Is there a store you can’t 
resist?
I have to exercise extreme restraint to 
stay out of the Paperback Bookshop 
and Hill of Content Bookshop, which 
are both on Bourke Street.
 
What’s your favourite 
item of Harry Potter 
merchandise?
It’s hard to look past the wands, but I 
do love the Hedwig toy. 
 
Where would you suggest 
the family go for dinner 
before the show?
The Imperial is super handy as it’s 
located close by, and it does a good 
feed. Otherwise, Fonda or Pellegrini’s.
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It’s set to become Australia’s biggest 
celebration of dance. DanceX (20 
October – 1 November), conceived 
and curated by the Australian Ballet’s 
Artistic Director David Hallberg, is a 
new festival bringing together this 
country’s biggest names in dance at 
Arts Centre Melbourne.

Immerse Yourself
Divided into three parts, DanceX will 
feature the work of the Australian 
Ballet, Australian Dance Theatre, 
Bangarra Dance Theatre, Chunky 
Move, Karul Projects, Lucy Guerin Inc, 
Marrugeku, Queensland Ballet and 
Sydney Dance Company. And they’re 
set to thrill audiences with Australian 
premieres, new commissions and the 
most popular works from recent years.

The Beauty of Movement
The Australian Ballet will feature 
across the full DanceX program. 
In parts one and two, it will present 
the Australian premiere of Swedish 
choreographer Johan Inger’s comic, 
romantic I New Then, set to the songs 
of Van Morrison. In part three, a new 
work from Lucas Jervies and resident 
choreographer Alice Topp will hit 
the stage.

Other highlights include a tenth-
anniversary performance of Bangarra’s 
award-winning Terrain, the premiere 
of Chunky Move’s AB_TA_ Response, 
and the first look at Lucy Guerin Inc’s 
How To Be Us, featuring two female 
dancers performing both improvised 
and choreographed moves.

 + australianballet.com.au

A new dance festival 
will bring together 
nine companies from 
around Australia in 
a suite of unmissable 
performances.

United through 
Rhythm

Australian Dance Theatre Jonathan VDK

I New Then Daisy Komen Sydney Dance Company Pedro Greig

Bangarra Dance Theatre Daniel Boud 
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From free exhibitions to cutting-edge 
theatre, Arts Centre Melbourne delivers 
culture to the city.

It’s the centrepiece of the city’s arts precinct, and Arts 
Centre Melbourne hosts world-class performances – 
theatre, music, dance, circus and more – every day.

Culture’s Here
Arts Centre Melbourne has three venues – the Theatres 
Building, Hamer Hall and Sidney Myer Music Bowl – and is 
home to Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, Opera Australia, 
The Australian Ballet and Melbourne Theatre Company.  

On With the Show
Everyone knows the classic Dolly Parton song and now 
9 TO 5 THE MUSICAL arrives at the State Theatre from 10 
July. This guaranteed good time stars Marina Prior, Casey 
Donovan, Erin Clare, Eddie Perfect and Caroline O’Connor. 
RISING is also set to weave its magic, with the forecourt 

making way for breathtaking mirror maze Kaleidoscope 
(1–19 June), while Oscar Wilde’s classic The Picture of 
Dorian Gray (5 June – 17 July) is transformed into a ground-
breaking one-person production starring Eryn Jean Norvill. 

There’s More
The local music scene’s stories are told through digital 
experiences and incredible objects at the Australian Music 
Vault free exhibition. If you’re around on the weekend, 
shop for everything handmade – arts, craft and delicious 
treats – at the Sunday Market.

A Little Bit Extra
Whatever the time of day or night, there’s a place to eat. 
Grab a coffee on the forecourt at Protagonist or make a 
night of it with dinner before or drinks after the show at 
The Barre, a sleek space in the Theatres Building.

 + artscentremelbourne.com.au

Arts Centre Melbourne Mark Gambino 9 TO 5 THE MUSICAL

Beneath the Spire
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Kids can be tough to keep entertained. 
Luckily, the city has so many 
attractions that appeal to everyone in 
the family. Here, we’ve come up with a 
few suggestions to suit all age groups. 
Not only will they have fun, but they 
might also learn something.

For the Big Kids 
Sometimes it can be hard to keep 
teenagers amused after dark. If they’re 
ready for a scare, join Ghosts? What 
Ghosts! at Old Melbourne Gaol. You’ll 
tour the cells and other parts of the 
prison in the dark while hearing grim 
stories gathered over many years. 
If they’re into sport, you can’t go past 
a guided MCG Tour. Go behind the 
scenes and visit the MCC Long Room, 
player change rooms, the media 
facilities and more. Plus, you’ll also get 
a chance to walk out onto the turf.

 + oldmelbournegaol.com.au
 + mcg.org.au

Local Favourites
While you’re checking out the view 
at Melbourne Skydeck, the kids can 
visit the Voyager Theatre, a virtual 
reality experience that takes them 
soaring to some of Melbourne’s 
favourite places, including Luna Park’s 
roller coaster. Spend a few hours 
talking to the animals at Melbourne 
Zoo. Trek through Lion Gorge and 
view the kings of the jungle, as well as 
snow leopards and tigers. There’s also 
the Gorilla Rainforest, where the stars 
of the show are the big primates.

 + melbourneskydeck.com.au
 + zoo.org.au

Learn All About It
There’s always something happening 
at State Library Victoria, but students 
of Australian history, both young 
and old, should check out the new 
display of Ned Kelly’s body armour. It 
sits alongside his Jerilderie letter as 
well as provocative questions about 
truth, mythmaking and nationhood. 
Who doesn’t love a dinosaur? 
Melbourne Museum now has the 
world’s most complete skeleton of 
a Triceratops horridus on display. It’s 
almost three metres tall, eight metres 
long and 67 million years old. See it 
as part of the Triceratops: Fate of the 
Dinosaurs exhibition.

 + slv.vic.gov.au
 + museumsvictoria.com.au

Family Fun

Melbourne Skydeck

Melbourne Zoo

Ready to discover the 
attractions both young 
and old will love? 
Melbourne has it all, 
both indoors and out. 
They’ll have a ball, and 
so will you.

Family 
Fun

Ready to discover the 
attractions both young 
and old will love? 
Melbourne has it all, 
both indoors and out. 
They’ll have a ball, and 
so will you.
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Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne
Entry is free to Melbourne’s number one tourist attraction 
and one of the world’s most beautiful gardens. Home to 
stunning landscapes and fascinating tours, it’s an inner-
city oasis.

Venture inside to explore unusual plants from across the 
globe and rare native species. Wander between succulents 
erupting from the earth at Guilfoyle’s Volcano, enjoy a free 
audio tour, take a moment of peace by the creek in Fern 
Gully, savour a gourmet picnic by Ornamental Lake or enjoy 
a peaceful boat ride.

Entry is free.
Tram: Route 3, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67 or 72 to stop 19
Open: Daily, 7.30am until 5.30pm (1 April to 3 October) 
Daily, 7.30am until 7.30pm (4 October to 31 March) 
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne,
Birdwood Avenue, Melbourne
t 03 9252 2429
w rbg.vic.gov.au
Find us on:       

State Library Victoria
The library is your culture, creativity and learning 
playground in the heart of the city with heritage reading 
rooms, the glorious dome, family programming and 
free daily tours and exhibitions. Refuel at our onsite 
cafe, Mr Tulk, then take your own literary journey with a 
visit to Readings bookshop, in the library’s Russell Street 
Welcome Zone.

To view the full schedule of State Library Victoria’s 
upcoming events and exhibitions, visit:  
slv.vic.gov.au/whats-on
Tram: Route 1, 3, 3a, 5, 6, 16, 64, 67 or 72 to stop 8; and 30 
or 35 (free City Circle) to stop 7 
Train: Melbourne Central Station

Open: 10am to 6pm, seven days a week. Closed Good 
Friday, 25–26 Dec & 1 Jan
328 Swanston Street, Melbourne
t 03 8664 7000
w slv.vic.gov.au
Find us on:     
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Want to immerse yourself in an experience? Melbourne 
has that, too. It’s your last chance to walk among the art of 
Vincent van Gogh at The LUME (until 30 June). Among 
the bright imagery, scaled to fit the room and with an 
accompanying soundtrack, they can sit and watch what’s 
happening or dance and play. 

There’s more art, although of a completely different 
kind, at ArtVo, where more than 80 pieces invite you in. 
How does it work? Well, you get the camera ready and 
your kids position themselves so it looks like they’re 
riding a hoverboard through space, fighting off fiery 
dragons and more.

The Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural Centre, part of 
Melbourne Museum, tells the history and stories of 
Victoria’s Indigenous people. As well as hundreds of 
artworks and artefacts, there is also the Deep Listening 
Space, where you can hear members of the community, 
aged eight to 72, speak about their identity and culture. 

 + thelume.com
 + artvo.com.au
 + museumsvictoria.com.au

Kids love a swing or a seesaw, but some of Melbourne’s 
favourite playgrounds have much more than that. At the 
new Lincoln Square playground in Carlton, the 150-year-old 
Moreton Bay figs have been incorporated into the design. 
There are climbing structures, tunnels, a mega slide and a 
wooden cubby house, as well as the requisite swings.

Set in the Royal Botanic Gardens is the Ian Potter Children’s 
Garden, where kids can discover the world of plants. They 
can dig around the kitchen garden, look for insects in the 
wetland and wander through the bamboo forest.

Melbourne Museum's Pauline Gandel Children's Gallery 
is the place if you've got children from babies to five-
year-olds. The little ones will thrill as they dig, play and 
explore. They can even try out their dance moves at the 
camouflage disco

 + Lincoln Square, Swanston Street, Carlton
 + rbg.vic.gov.au
 + museumsvictoria.com.au

Part of the Action

Grounds for Play

Pauline Gandel Children's Gallery

THE LUME Melbourne Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural Centre Lynton Crabb
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Around and About 
Travel and 
Planning
Around and About off ers an award-
winning ecotourism experience as 
part of its Ultimate 2 day Great Ocean 
Road itinerary. Included on the 
tour is Wildlife Wonders, a wildlife 
sanctuary that off ers guests a unique 
glimpse into the wild Otways. 

Let us show you the Great Ocean 
Road, Phillip Island, Wilsons Prom, 
Gippsland, the Grampians, Mt 
Macedon, Daylesford, Yarra Valley and 
many of the other wonderful places 
Victoria has to off er. Around and 
About Travel off ers you the chance 
to see Victoria on a small group tour 
limited to max of 11 passengers.Book 
now to receive a discount. 

t 0414 637 072   
w aroundandabout.com.au   
e info@aroundandabout.com.au    
Find us on:    

Melbourne Zoo
Explore a world of wildlife, just 10 
minutes from the city centre.

Stroll through the lush rainforest 
and spot the Sumatran tiger, Asian 
elephants, orangutans and more.

Visit the Australian Bush to see your 
favourite locals, including koalas, 
kangaroos and emus, and explore an 
underwater world as little penguins 
and seals swim around you.

Enjoy free keeper talks, lush outdoor 
spaces and playgrounds for the 
little ones.

Kids visit free on weekends and 
school holidays.

Tram: 58 to stop 26 Melbourne 
Zoo  Train: Upfi eld Line, Royal Park 
Station

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm   

Elliott Avenue, Parkville
t  1300 966 784   
w  zoo.org.au  
Find us on:     

Parliament House
Visit Victoria’s Parliament House, 
one of Australia’s oldest and most 
architecturally distinguished public 
buildings. Free guided tours are 
provided on non-sitting weeks, 
Monday to Friday. Groups of six or 
more must book. On sitting weeks, 
come and see Parliament in action.

Public tours: Check website for tour 
times 

Spring Street, East Melbourne
t  03 9651 8911   
w  parliament.vic.gov.au/visit   
Find us on:     

VISIT ONE OF OUR VIC VENUES:
GLEN IRIS • ESSENDON • BLACKBURN • HEIDELBERG 
KEYSBOROUGH • GEELONG • WODONGA

TO BOOK NOW OR FOR MORE INFO VISIT 

BOUNCEINC.COM.AU

Bounce

Around and About
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Find it on Flinders
If you want to update your look, 
head to Flinders Lane, home to a 
number of local designers. Nique is 
a Melbourne label creating simple, 
modern fashions with a focus on 
clean lines and quality fabrics for 
men and women. Set in Chapter 
House, part of St Paul’s Cathedral, 
is Alpha60’s concept store. It’s an 
incredible space, with huge arched 
windows and a vaulted ceiling, where 
you can browse the entire collection 
from brother and sister design duo 
Georgie and Alex Cleary as well as 
exhibitions, projections and artwork.

 + nique.com.au
 + alpha60.com.au

Check out Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods on page 76 for 
more shopping ideas.

The Art Within
The exhibitions are a significant 
attraction, but each of Melbourne’s 
major cultural institutions has 
unique stores where you can shop for 
art and design. 

At ACMI, the store has items aligned 
with what’s on inside and more. Buy 
tea towels by Kaylene Whiskey or 
jewellery modelled on Australian 
flora by Abby Seymour. There are also 
books, DVDs, posters and ACMI merch. 

The NGV Design Store has everything 
you can imagine, from a postcard 
to send home to educational toys 
for kids. You can also kit yourself in 
t-shirts, sneakers and jewellery.

 + acmi.net.au
 + ngv.melbourne

By the Book
Buy something for your brain in one 
of Melbourne’s excellent bookstores. 
Longtime favourite, Readings has 
opened a beautiful new store in 
the heart of the city at Emporium. 
Browse a while in Melbourne’s oldest 
bookstore, Hill of Content. Established 
in 1922, it’s got an excellent selection 
of local fiction and non-fiction tomes. 
If your favourite type of book involves 
food, spend some time at Books for 
Cooks at Queen Victoria Market. 
It’s the only bookshop in Australia 
dedicated to new and old books about 
wine, food and the culinary arts.

 + readings.com.au
 + hillofcontentbookshop.com
 + booksforcooks.com.au

What’s your style? 
Whether you’re a 
dedicated follower of 
fashion or are more 
interested in decking out 
your home, Melbourne’s 
retail experiences delivers.

NGV Design Store

Readings Emporium

Shop

Shop
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Have you noticed that it’s 
become acceptable to 
wear sneakers wherever 
you go? No, not your 
beaten-up runners, but 
a pair that is not only 
comfortable but looks 
cool as well. 

Your eye can’t help but be drawn 
inside when you pass Sneakerboy, 
with its minimalist concrete design 

and walls of the latest footwear. Inside 
you’ll discover the best sneakers from 
around the world, including designs 
by Alexander McQueen, Balenciaga, 
Raf Simons, Chloé and lots more. 

Not quite as focused on designer 
kicks? Try Up There for the latest Vans, 
Reeboks and more. If you’re looking 
for old-school Nikes and high tops, 
this is the place to do it.

If you’ve got a pair of sneakers you 
love, but they’re looking a little 
worse for wear, you’ll do well to 
discover The Sneaker Laundry. 
Take them in for a deep clean or 
restoration, or stock up on storage 
solutions and cleaning gear, like 
stain removers and repaint kits.

 + sneakerboy.com
 + uptherestore.com
 + thesneakerlaundry.com.au

Feet
First

Sneakerboy
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They keep both the sun and rain off 
your head, as well as create quite 
the statement. Don’t save hats for 
weddings and the races, and instead 
choose to finish off your outfit with 
a fedora or trilby. At Grand Hatters, 
you can browse the selection that 
runs from classic Akubra Travellers to 
baker boy caps in a range of fabrics.

It’s almost like entering another world 
when you descend the stairs beneath 
Flinders Street Station to City Hatters, 
established in 1910. And while the 
service is still of the old-fashioned 
variety, the selection of chapeaux is up 
to date. Whether you’re after a wool 
felt bowler or a terry-towelling bucket 
hat, you’ll find it here.

Women with flair should head 
to Wendy Scully Millinery. A favourite 
among entrants for Fashions in the 
Field come spring (you can order your 
bespoke piece now), this colourful 
boutique also has elegant designs 
suitable for winter.

 + grandhatters.com.au
 + cityhatters.com.au
 + wendyscully.com

Top It 
Off

Wendy Scully Millinery

City Hatters
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Lightning Ridge 
Opal Mines
Join the Le Souëf family to learn about the most beautiful 
gemstone in the world. With more than 50 yearsʼ 
experience mining, cutting and exporting opals, we can 
teach you about all eight varieties available in Australia 
and how they are cut, polished and valued.

Visit our showroom for a unique, interactive, obligation-
free lesson, then browse our huge range of internationally 
guaranteed opals.

Tram: Route 19, 57 or 59 to stop 2

Open: Mon–Sat, 10am to 4pm  
Sundays by appointment

94 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne
t 03 9654 4444
w opals.net.au
Find us on:    

Spencer
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Footscray 1

Discover the history of immigration 
to Australia as you tour Footscray’s 
streets on foot. Cultural and culinary 
guide Himanshi Munshaw Luhar 
of Foodie Trails will reveal the 
enduring influence of mid-twentieth 
century Mediterranean arrivals to 
subsequent waves from Vietnam, 
Ethiopia, India and the Middle East. 
Travel to Footscray by train or bus.

 + foodietrails.com.au
 
Gardenvale 2

Take the Sandringham train to 
Gardenvale and join the Melbourne 
Bayside Cycle Tour. Remember: bikes 
should travel in the rear carriage. 
This three-hour tour winds through 
the tree-lined bayside suburbs of 
Brighton, Elwood and St Kilda before 
taking the coastal route home past 
Luna Park and the picturesque 
bathing boxes.

 + vinetours.com.au

Plan your journey
 + ptv.vic.gov.au
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Get out and explore more 
of Melbourne. All you need 
is a myki card to board 
trains, trams and buses 
that will take you just 
about anywhere.

Natural Selection 3

A 50-minute train journey from 
Flinders Street Station along the 
Hurstbridge line will take you 
to Greensborough. Given its name, 
it may not come as a surprise that 

this is a suburb with an abundance 
of parks and reserves. Take a stroll 
along the main street before finding a 
table at Mabel Jones, with its relaxed 
industrial vibe and all-day cafe 
menu. Once fuelled up, head back 
over Para Road and meet up with 
the Plenty River Trail. Stretching 
for 25 kilometres, it follows the river 
towards the city, taking in woodlands, 
bushland and playgrounds.

 + mabeljones.com.au
 + banyule.vic.gov.au

Village Visit 4

If your idea of a good walk includes 
browsing for designer fashion and 
gorgeous homewares, jump on a 
route 6 tram from Swanston Street 
in the city to High Street Armadale. 
With its Victorian streetscape and the 
heritage-listed Kings Arcade, it has 
a true village vibe. Whether you’re 
looking for an outfit for a special night 
or the perfect accessory, you’ll discover 
it here. In fact, covetable New Zealand 
handbag label Deadly Ponies, which 

makes pieces from soft, ethically 
sourced leather, chose Armadale for 
its first Australian store. When you’re 
finished shopping, duck into Victor 
Churchill. Sure, it’s a fancy butcher, 
but there’s also a super-stylish bar 
where you can sit back and taste the 
wares, including pâtés, terrines and 
cured meats from the charcuterie 
counter.

 + highstreetarmadale.com.au
 + deadlyponies.com
 + victorchurchill.com

Fun in Footscray 1

Jump on the Sunbury, Werribee or 
Williamstown line train at Flinders 
Street Station, and you’ll soon be 
getting off again at Footscray. There’s 
plenty to check out here because this 
is a place in transition, with frill-free 
pho joints neighbouring natural wine 
bars. Fill your basket at Mesnoy Injera 
Bakery, Melbourne’s first Ethiopian 
grocery. When you’re hungry, watch 
the cooks prepare your meal at the 
Malaysian restaurant Roti Road. 

Before you head off, stop for frozen 
cocktails, craft beers or a glass of wine 
at Baby Snakes.

 + Mesnoy Injera Bakery,  
77 Irving Place, Footscray
 + rotiroad.com.au
 + babysnakes.com.au

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Tap and Go

Victor Churchill Paul Gosney Deadly Ponies Plenty River Trail

Venture Melbourne Tap and Go

Plan your journey
 + ptv.vic.gov.au
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Melbourne

Plan your journey on the  
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Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Rediscover 
Old Favourites

Johnny’s Green Room Ain Raadik

Venture Rediscover Old Favourites

They’re places everyone 
familiar with Melbourne 
will have heard about, 
but these streets have 
changed, and there’s 
never been a better time 
to revisit them.

An Old Italian Friend 5

For years, Lygon Street in Carlton has 
been known as Little Italy. After World 
War II, Italians migrated to Australia in 
large numbers to Melbourne and this 
neighbourhood. These days, Lygon 
Street is still a nexus of vita Italiana in 
Australia, but it’s so much more. Stores 
that have been there for decades sit 
alongside contemporary boutiques. 
Bars like Johnny’s Green Room 
and Heartattack and Vine attract 
a younger crowd as the sun sets. 
Plus, you can still get a great Italian 
meal. Try DOC Espresso for bowls of 
spaghetti al pomodoro or family-run 
Donnini’s for dishes like burrata with 
roasted bullhorn peppers.

 + johnnysgreenroom.com
 + heartattackandvine.com.au
 + docgroup.net/espresso
 + donninis.com.au

81

C
h

e
ck o

n
lin

e
 b

e
fo

re
 visitin

g
M

e
lb

o
u

rn
e

’s N
e

ig
h

b
o

u
rh

o
o

d
s

https://johnnysgreenroom.com/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://www.heartattackandvine.com.au/?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://docgroup.net/espresso?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
http://donninis.com.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://www.ptv.vic.gov.au?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


@sydneyroadbrunswick
sydneyroad.com.au

Sydney Road 
Brunswick

Sydney Road Brunswick 
is a unique shopping 
strip with diverse 
food, fun and flavour. 
Located just 15 minutes 
from Melbourne CBD.

COME FOR THE DAY, 
STAY FOR THE NIGHT

Going to Chapel 6

Everyone’s heard of Chapel Street, 
and everyone has an opinion. There’s 
no denying it has a reputation for 
attracting the party-hard crowd on the 
weekend, but that’s not all it offers. This 
four-kilometre stretch cuts through 
three suburbs, each with its own 
personality. Start at the South Yarra end, 
where there are glamorous boutiques 
like Scanlan Theodore, Mister Zimi 
and Gorman. Hit Prahran, and there’s a 
slight edge to the surroundings, more 
vintage stores and some excellent 
diversions, including Greville Street 
and Commercial Road, home of 
Prahran Market. Then stroll on to 
Windsor, where Chapel Street becomes 
foodie heaven: try Hawker Hall for 
Asian street food and beers, European-

inspired Ines Wine Bar or the excellent 
pub fare at the Railway Hotel.

 + chapelstreet.com.au
 + scanlantheodore.com
 + misterzimi.com
 + gormanshop.com.au
 + hawkerhall.com.au
 + ineswinebar.com.au
 + therailway.com.au

Fitzroy’s Finest 7

There’s been a change along 
Brunswick Street. It has a rich history 
and, for a time about 20 years ago, was 
considered boho. Now its dining and 
entertainment options are considered 
some of the hottest in town. Stop by 
Pidapipó Laboratorio for the best 
scoop in town while watching the 
makers experiment with and create 

gelato and cakes using fruit, herbs 
and honey grown on the roof. The 
fun really starts at the end of the 
day. Sunset cocktails on the roof at 
Naked for Satan. Beers and $5 pizza at 
Kewpie. French bistro fare at Bon Ap’ 
Petit. Live music at The Workers Club. 
Take your time and enjoy it all.

 + pidapipo.com
 + nakedforsatan.com.au
 + kewpiefitzroy.com.au
 + bonap.com.au
 + theworkersclub.com.au

Pidapipó Ain Raadik

Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Rediscover 
Old Favourites
Continued
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Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Shop Till
You Drop

South 10

It’s only about a 20-minute drive from 
Melbourne’s CBD to Chadstone, The 
Fashion Capital. Be prepared to spend 
the day because there are more than 
500 local and international designer 
stores, all under one roof. As well 
as Australian favourites like Bec + 
Bridge and RM Williams, there are 
luxe brands including Celine, Prada 
and Marimekko. To top it off, there 
are food outlets, restaurants and cafes 
of every flavour, as well as a Hoyts 
cinema complex and LEGOLAND.

 + chadstone.com.au

East 11

If you’re looking for a bargain, get up 
early and head east to the Camberwell 
Sunday Market. If you’re into retro 
treasures and vintage finds, you’ll 
love rummaging through the stalls 
of the many vendors who come here 
each week. A rare rock record. Your 
next favourite leather jacket. A set 
of antique crystal glasses. You never 
know what you might find, but you’ll 
have a lot of fun looking.

 + camberwellsundaymarket.org

North 8

Whether you love vintage finds or are 
searching out amazing ingredients 
for the pantry, Brunswick has you 
covered, with Sydney Road one of 
Melbourne’s favourite places to stroll 
and shop. Start a conversation when 
you shop at Clothing the Gaps for 
t-shirts, hoodies and more that 
celebrate and support Indigenous 
culture. If you’ve sworn off fast 
fashion, try Goodbyes, a consignment 
store selling high quality, preloved 
garments. There’s good food too. 
Not to be missed are the traditional 
Lebanese pastries at A1 Bakery.

 + clothingthegaps.com.au
 + goodbyes.com.au
 + a1bakery.com.au

West 9

It’s one of the villages in the inner-
western suburbs that has undergone 
a transformation over the past 
few years, and Seddon has plenty 
of independent options. Gifts, 
accessories, homewares, fashion 
and jewellery sourced from around 
the world line the stylish shelves 
at Sedonia. At Kith&Kin, a fashion 
and lifestyle boutique, women can 
find beautiful new pieces for their 
wardrobe. If you’re keen to support 
local makers, make your way to Far 
Fetched Designs.

 + sedonia.com.au
 + kithandkinstore.com.au
 + farfetcheddesigns.com.au

Clothing the Gaps Sedonia

Venture Melbourne Shop

Take a trip out of the CBD to discover 
shopping destinations with their own flair.

Ready to find a new spot to spend all your hard-earned cash? 
The suburbs of Melbourne hold many secrets known mainly 
by those who live in them. Often, it’s great retail experiences 
that can be had if only you looked a little deeper. What are 
you waiting for? Sniff out some of them by jumping on 
a train or tram and heading to some of Melbourne’s best 
shopping strips.
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The Rose St. Artists’ Market
In the heart of eclectic Fitzroy, The Rose Street Artists’ 
Market is packed to the rafters with always original art 
and design.

This season, we’re showcasing over 200 new and exciting 
local makers, giving you the opportunity to peruse 
numerous stall displays, collect, source and commission 
unique handmade works; and of course meet, greet and 
speak with artists and designers in person.

Expect to fi nd everything from the wacky to the wonderful. 
From quirky homewares and sustainable fashion through 
to one-off  jewellery pieces and unique paintings. 

So if you’re a lover of all things handmade then look no 
further. Come along and experience it for yourself.

Celebrating 18 years of handmade.

Tram: Number 11 or 96 from city to stop 16 
Open: Saturday and Sunday, 10am to 4pm
60 Rose Street, Fitzroy
t 0414 803 228    
w rosestmarket.com.au   
Find us on:    

St Kilda Esplanade Market
Discover handmade, artisan crafts and local food products 
at Melbourne’s only outdoor market by the bay. 

Set against the backdrop of St Kilda Beach, this vibrant 
makers’ market features one-of-a-kind artwork, jewellery, 
homewares and accessories. The market is the perfect 
place to spend the day with family, friends and fur babies.

This winter come and experience our Winter Warmer 
activation every Sunday in July, including delicious winter 
foods and traditional hot roasted chestnuts straight off  the 
coals. Plus, our undercover, heated seating area is the perfect 
place to sit and enjoy a hot beverage and listen to relaxing 
music while you take a break from market shopping. 

Enjoy winter with the St Kilda Esplanade Market.

Tram: Route 3a, 16 or 96 to stop 138   

Open: Every Sunday from 10am

Upper Esplanade, St Kilda
w stkildaesplanademarket.com.au   
Find us on:     

Luxury resides in the fabric of details

*T&C Apply
Upgrade subject to availability. 
Applies to Classic & Superior rooms only. 

Positioned on the doorstep of Chadstone - The Fashion Capital 

Reserve a luxurious night's stay and receive a complimentary upgrade to 
the next room type available, undercover car parking and          

two drink vouchers at Altus Rooftop Bar & Lounge.

Rates from $319*
Mention 'WINTER OVG' to receive this exclusive offer

Bookings must be made directly with the hotel
Call +61 3 9108 3333 or Email HB2U8@accor.com  
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Venture Melbourne Market

Melbourne’s 
Neighbourhoods

Take it
West

Werribee Public Art Tour

Venture Melbourne Take it West

Some of these suburbs have long flown 
under the radar. Now’s the time to seek 
them out and explore at will.

Flying High in Point Cook 14

After a lengthy closure, the newly renovated RAAF 
Museum at Point Cook reopened in June. This is the 
birthplace of Australia’s air force, with the Point Cook RAAF 
Base established back in 1913. That history has offered 
ample opportunity to build an impressive collection of 
aircraft, including a rare Tiger Moth A17-711 from 1942. The 
new iteration of the museum promises a more interactive 
and immersive experience, with large multimedia and 
touch screens.

 + airforce.gov.au/raaf-museum

Werribee Open Range Zoo
Take an African adventure, right around the corner.

Just 30 minutes from the city, you can jump aboard 
the included safari bus to adventure across an open 
savannah. Spot giraff es, rhinoceros, zebras and more.

Wander the African Trail to come face to face with lions, 
meerkats and the western lowland gorillas. Then explore 
the Australian Trail where you can spot koalas, kangaroos 
and emus.

Kids visit free on weekends and school holidays.

Train & Bus: Werribee Line to Werribee station then Bus 
439 to Werribee South

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm    

K Road, Werribee 
t 1300 966 784   
w zoo.org.au/werribee

Bayside Brilliance 12

You might think you know Melbourne well, but have 
you ever explored Wyndham Harbour? Built around the 
city’s newest marina on the north-western shores of Port 
Phillip Bay, it’s the perfect spot to spend a little time by 
the water. Being part of Werribee South, it’s also only 10 
minutes from Werribee Park if you want to combine a visit 
to both. Stroll around the marina, before taking a seat at 
one of the harbourside eateries – 3030 Boulevard is a local 
favourite. Tuck into pizzas and gourmet hotdogs, along 
with a cocktail, at the outdoor tables. Alternatively, grab 
fish and chips from Sam’s Catch and find a spot with a 
view. Arriving at Wyndham Harbour in July is some fun for 
everyone, with the opening of a new adventure golf course. 
This fun family activity was designed to complement the 
landscape and offers views of the city across the bay.

 + wyndhamharbour.com.au
 + 3030boulevard.com
 + Sam’s Catch, 50 Quay Boulevard, Werribee South

Walk Around Werribee 13

Everyone loves Werribee Open Range Zoo, where visitors 
can travel the ‘savannah’ in a safari vehicle while they spot 
rhinoceros, giraffes and other animals. But there’s plenty 
more to do in the suburb. Explore street art murals on the 
self-guided Werribee Public Art Tour. At each stop, use 
a QR code and your smartphone to hear each artist talk 
about their work. When you’re done, stop by Tocca for all 
your favourite Italian dishes, from chicken saltimbocca to 
all manner of wood-fired pizzas.

 + zoo.org.au/werribee
 + wyndham.vic.gov.au/arttour
 + tocca.melbourne
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Discover the oldest continually operating military 
airfield in the world. Located in Point Cook just 30 
minutes from Melbourne CBD, the RAAF Museum 
features the largest collection of memorabilia and 

aircraft relating to the rich history of the Australian 
Flying Corps and the Royal Australian Air Force.

 Reopening mid-2022 
visitwerribee.com/raaf-museum

A Delightful
LIL’ DETOUR

Discover the oldest continually operating military 
airfield in the world. Located in Point Cook just 30 
minutes from Melbourne CBD, the RAAF Museum 
features the largest collection of memorabilia and 

aircraft relating to the rich history of the Australian 
Flying Corps and the Royal Australian Air Force.

 Reopening mid-2022 
visitwerribee.com/raaf-museum

A Delightful
LIL’ DETOUR

https://www.visitwerribee.com/raaf-museum?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link


Hobsons Bay Visitor Information Centre  
Commonwealth Reserve, Williamstown 3016 
visitorinformation@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au or call 9932 3016

www.experiencehobsonsbay.com
Scan QR code for more information

Truganina Coastal Parklands, Altona MeadowsNewport Lakes, Newport 

HMAS Castlemaine at Gem Pier, Williamstown

A picturesque seaside municipality located just 15-min  
from Melbourne CBD, Hobsons Bay features over 20 kilometres  
of coastal trails and foreshore, lakes and parklands to explore. 

ECODE03733 - OVG Winter 2022 - Press ad - v02.indd   1ECODE03733 - OVG Winter 2022 - Press ad - v02.indd   1 5/4/22   10:19 am5/4/22   10:19 am

Head west to discover 
what may well be 
Melbourne’s next hot 
foodie destination. 15

Good Tastes 
A once sleepy neighbourhood has 
been injected with new life, thanks to 
Grazeland. This outdoor venue plays 
host to more than 50 stalls hawking 
street food from all over the world 
from Friday to Sunday. The menu 
includes Turkish gozleme, Nashville 
hot chicken, Chinese dumplings, 
Spanish churros and heaps more. 
Plus, there are bars serving bubbles, 
beers, mocktails and Aperol spritzes 
to enjoy alongside live music and 
DJ sets. 

 + grazeland.melbourne

Road of Plenty
If you jump off the train in Spotswood, 
you’ll be right on Hudsons Road, 
another foodie hub. Try Candied 
Bakery for awesome pastries and 
cakes and the excellent Lebanese 
fare at Oscar’s Teta. Feeling parched? 
Hudsons Road Wine and Beer stocks 
hundreds of boutique wines and craft 
beers, as well as tasty deli treats, all 
of which you can take home or enjoy 
sitting near the window and watching 
the world go by. 

 + candiedbakery.com.au
 + oscarsteta.com.au
 + hudsonsroad.com.au

Expand Your Mind
Away from food, Spotswood is home 
to interactive museum Scienceworks, 

where the new exhibition Illuminate: 
How Science Comes to Light 
recently opened. Young and old can 
experiment with colours, shadows, 
mirrors, lenses, lasers and more. You 
could also combine a visit here with a 
trip to Grazeland if you hit Planetarium 
Nights on Fridays. These evenings are 
designed especially for adults, with two 
full-dome film screenings. The early 
one at 7.30pm is dedicated to science 
and astronomy, and the later 9pm 
one features an art film guaranteed to 
transport you into unseen worlds.

 + museumsvictoria.com.au/
scienceworks

For more things to do in Spotswood 
visit: experiencehobsonsbay.com

Grazeland Sam D’Agostino

Melbourne’s Neighbourhoods

Spotlight on Spotswood

Venture Melbourne Spotswood
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Explore Daylesford
The picturesque town of Daylesford is  
accessible for the car-free by V/Line 
train to Woodend or Ballan and then 
a bus service.
 
Discover Daylesford’s social, cultural 
and economic history on an organised 
tour with Alice’s Journeys. Step inside 
buildings dating back to the gold rush 
era as you hear the stories of life during 
these times. This family-friendly tour 
engages the young ones as much as it 
fascinates the grown-ups.
 
Next, stroll to Lake Daylesford, where 
local man Brendan Murray has set up 
a GPS Treasure Hunt. Rent one of his 
GPS devices and search for geocached 
clues to uncover the treasure. The 
more adventurous and mobile can try 
one of his Secret Forest Walks in the 
Wombat State Forest.
 
Winter is the perfect time to visit The 
Daylesford Hot Chocolate Company. 
Call in for a steaming mug of rich 
chocolate and individually roasted 
jumbo marshmallows. 

 + alicesjourneys.com
 + secretforestwalks.com
 + The Daylesford Hot Chocolate 
Company, 22 Raglan Street, 
Daylesford

Victoria

For more information within 
regional Victoria, visit the local 
Visitor Information Centre.

 + visitvictoria.com/information/
visitor-information-centres

Regional Map

Plan your 
journey
Use the free PTV app or visit 
the website below to plan your 
journey and get travel updates. 

 + ptv.vic.gov.au

9594
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Fun For Everyone
If steep hills aren’t your thing, try 
cross-country skiing or snowshoeing. 
There are 35 kilometres of trails 
around the village of Dinner Plain, 
all of them free to access and many 
suitable for beginners and younger 
members of the family. Hire gear, as 
well as downhill skis, snowboards 
and toboggans, at Hoys Ski Shop. If 
you catch the cross-country bug, you 
might want to try Mount Stirling and 
the Bogong High Plains, with Falls 
Creek as the base, as well. Mount 
Buller is home to Australian Sled 
Dog Tours. Take your kids to meet 
the huskies, book a short sled ride or 
go on a longer adventure, learning to 
handle your own team of dogs.

 + hoysskis.com.au
 + mtbuller.com.au

At Day’s End
Come down the mountain early, and 
warm up in the steam room at Mount 
Buller’s Breathtaker on High Spa, 
before attending to tired muscles with 
a massage. Get your fix of good times 
and fine drinks at Moosehead Whisky 
and Blues Bar, where live music gets 
Mount Buller’s party started. Over at 
Falls Creek,refuel at Bob Sugar with its 
Asian fusion dishes and cocktails to 
match. New to the slopes this winter is 
Canazei Restaurant at St Falls Resort. 
It has an Italian menu featuring the 
best of Australian produce.

 + breathtaker.com.au
 + facebook.com/
mooseheadwhisky
 + bobsugar.com.au
 + stfallsresort.com.au

Rest Your Head
If you’re looking for luxury on 
the slopes, multi-award-winning 
boutique hotel Astra Falls Creek 
offers ski-in, ski-out facilities, 
cosy European-inspired rooms, a 
sophisticated restaurant, casual bar 
and grill, day spa, magnesium pool, 
steam room and sauna. Got the family 
with you? The two-bedroom chalets at 
the Sebel Pinnacle Valley Resort offer 
split-level living and a full kitchen. It’s 
located in the village of Merrijig, close 
to the excitement of Mount Buller. 
For something completely different, 
stay in an igloo or snowdome on an 
overnight eco tour with Alpine Nature 
Experience at Mount Hotham.

 + astrafallscreek.com.au
 + thesebelpinnaclevalleyresort.
com.au
 + alpinenatureexperience.com.au

Snow Time

When the temperature goes down, whether you’re keen to shred on a board, strap 
on skis or camp in a winter wonderland, it’s time to head to the mountains.

Alpine Nature Experience Fabio Olivera

Howling Huskies Julian Kingma

Regional Snow Time
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When the landscape around them 
turns white each year, the towns and 
villages near the mountain resorts 
take on a real winter ambience. 
Spend a couple of days enjoying it 
all, including log fires, red wine and 
amazing food. Our top tip? If you want 
to experience skiing or snowboarding 
for a day, visit midweek and book lifts, 
lessons and equipment in advance. It’s 
cheaper and less crowded.

Beechworth’s Best
Start the day right, with a coffee 
at Tiny of Beechworth, where the 
menu is short but crowd pleasing. 
Ready to explore? Head to the cellar 
door at Glenbosch Wine Estate to 
sip on chardonnay, sangiovese and 
gins distilled using local botanicals 

and grapes. The estate’s restaurant 
serves up stunning views and a menu 
influenced by South African cooking. 
Take a trip to Yackandandah and 
stop by Backwoods Distilling Co, 
where Leigh and Bree Attwood create 
warming small-batch whisky, as well 
as a collaborative Muscat Gin with 
Rutherglen’s Scion winery.

And Beyond
This part of the world is beautiful at 
any time of the year, but walk along 
the Ovens River near Myrtleford – 
look for the mosaics along the trail 
– to get the blood pumping. Finish up 
with a glass of nebbiolo and a platter 
of local cheese at the Billy Button 
cellar door in the heart of Myrtleford. 
Don’t miss Templar Lodge at 

Tawonga. With its setting on farmland 
in a historic building, chef Emma 
Handley didn’t have to look far for 
inspiration. She’s committed to using 
local produce on her seasonally 
changing modern Australian menu.

Follow the Brewery Trail
There’s a slew of independent brewers 
situated throughout the High 
Country. Some are in townships, but 
others have more unusual settings. 
Black Dog Brewery, for example, is 
located at Taminick Cellars. At Mitta 
Mitta Brewing Company, in a lush 
river valley, owners Alec and Tim grow 
their own hops. Check out the other 
places to visit on the High Country 
Brewery Trail.

 + victoriashighcountry.com.au

There might be snow on the 
mountains, but there’s also plenty 
happening in the towns and villages 
of the High Country. Come for a 
couple of days or stay for the week. Backwoods Distilling Co Bec Haycraft

Templar Lodge Acalia Digital

Regional High on Life

High 
on Life
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Elvis: Direct from Graceland at Bendigo Art Gallery

Long Live the King
It’s your last chance to catch Elvis: 
Direct from Graceland (until 17 July) at 
Bendigo Art Gallery. This blockbuster 
exhibition explores Elvis Aaron 
Presley’s extraordinary life, from 
his humble childhood in Tupelo, 
Mississippi, to his incredible career 
as the most-famous performer in the 
world. See his stage outfits, incredible 
memorabilia and treasured items 
from his home in Memphis.

 + bendigoartgallery.com.au 

Winter Wonders
The Murray will glow when Moama 
Lights (31 July – 21 August) returns 
to Echuca Moama. Each night, the 
red gum bushland and the legendary 
river will be transformed with light 
and sound in a completely immersive 
experience. Ever wanted to walk 
through thousands of illuminated 
native flowers? This is your chance. 

Welcome the return of marine 
mammals to the Southern Ocean at 
the Island Whale Festival (1–3 July). 
At venues right across Phillip Island, 
there’ll be heaps of entertaining 
activities, as well as some that show 
the wildlife and habitats of the Bass 
Coast in a new light.
The East Gippsland Winter Festival 
(17 June – 10 July) celebrates all the 
region has to offer – art, wine, local 
produce and live music – in a series 
of pop-up events, tours, installations, 
lantern parades and workshops.
Comedy, music and happenings 
on the beach and in the forest will 
greet visitors to Apollo Bay during 
WinterWild (12-14 & 26-28 August). 
There’ll even be a huge bonfire and 
fire ceremony.

 + echucamoama.com
 + islandwhales.com.au
 + egwinterfest.com.au
 + winterwild.com.au

The Need For Speed
It’s one of the biggest and most 
challenging off-road races in 
Australia. Spend the weekend in the 
heart of the Mallee at the Hattah 
Desert Race (1–3 July), where 750 
competitors of all ages take to 
motorbikes to conquer the epic 
course that includes mud, dirt, dust 
and sand, as well as plenty of tight 
corners, on a farm outside of Mildura. 
It’s a big weekend of action, with 
some magnificent bushland as a 
backdrop to the action. If your family 
is into motorsport, they’ll love a 
weekend at Hattah.

 + hattahdesertrace.com.au 

Don’t 
Miss 
This
Feel the heat as exciting and entertaining events and 
exhibitions head into regional Victoria this winter. 
You won’t want to miss these. Hattah Desert Race

Regional Don’t Miss This

Left: Elvis on stage in Tampa, Florida in 1955. © EPE. 
Graceland and its marks are trademarks of EPE. 
All Rights Reserved. Elvis Presley™ © 2021 ABG 
EPE IP LLC.
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bendigogastronomy.com.au

Bendigo was designated a UNESCO 
City and Region of Gastronomy 
in 2019, and there’s an amazing 
cast of producers, restaurateurs, 
brewers, distillers, farmers and more 
contributing to the food culture. 
Here are some ways to enjoy the 
region this winter.

Memphis on a Plate
The whole region has been overtaken 
by the spirit of Elvis. Head to Bluebird 
Patisserie for the Blue Suede Choux, or 
check out Ms Batterhams, where the 
Blueberry Shoes cocktail is causing a 
stir. There’s sweetness at Indulge Fine 
Belgian Chocolates, with the addition 

of the American Trilogy, including 
the Big Hunk o’ Love banana split, to 
the menu. Savoury and sweet comes 
together in Hustler’s Fool’s Goldburger – 
it’s got a patty and bacon, raspberry jelly 
and peanut butter on a jam donut bun.

Events Central
Winter brings special celebrations 
to the region. Enjoy exclusive wine 
tastings, food, music and more at 
Heathcote On Show (11–13 June). 
Craft beer is a feature of the region, so 
sample the offerings of local brewers 
and those from further afield at 
Bendigo On The Hop (27 August). 

Your Guide
Whilst in the Region make sure 
to use the online Bendigo Region 
Gastronomy Guide to explore the 
region’s food and drink culture.

 + bendigogastronomy.com.au/
guide

There’s plenty more to see from blue 
suede shoes to fashion parades, as 
well as the Bendigo Festival of Lamb, 
serving up masterclasses, wine 
tastings and speakers.

 + bendigoregion.com.au

Viva Bendigo Sign AJ Taylor

Regional Taste and Creativity Combined

Whether you’re day-tripping to Elvis: Direct 
from Graceland or spending a few days, there 
is so much to discover in the Bendigo region.

Taste and 
Creativity
Combined
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SKI SEASON IN OMEO
Crackling fireplaces, hearty meals and welcoming locals, just 45 mins 

from the slopes of Mt Hotham. Take the Great Alpine Road-less-travelled to 
the ski fields this year, to weave gradually up from the Gippsland Lakes, past 

craft breweries, olive groves and wineries up to the alpine village of Omeo. 
visitgippsland.com.au

During winter, head along the majestic 
Great Alpine Road to historical Omeo, 
one of the best spots to set yourself 
up for hitting the slopes. It’s just a 
short distance to Mount Hotham 
and Dinner Plain, where you can ski, 
snowboard or snowshoe.

Country Classics
Stay and play at the town’s Golden Age 
Hotel. Built in 1940, it has 15 ensuite 
rooms, some big enough for the 
family, as well as six pub-style rooms. 
In the bistro tuck into steaks and pub 

classics. If you’re after old-fashioned 
hospitality, check in to Colonial Motel. 
There are four cosy rooms, each with 
a small kitchenette. But it’s the details 
– like the welcome basket of wine and 
chocolates – that make the difference.

 + visitomeo.com.au/visit

Ready to Ski
You only need one stop to get set 
for the slopes. At Omeo Ski Hire & 
Service Station, you can hire skis, 
snowboards and warm waterproof 
clothing, as well as snow chains for 

the car. You can also arrange your 
entry ticket to Mount Hotham Resort. 

 + omeoskihire.com.au

Lake Life
On the way back from your ski 
weekend, head back down the Great 
Alpine Road to spend some time on 
the Gippsland Lakes. Check out the 
towns and lakeside villages of Metung, 
Paynesville and Lakes Entrance.

 + visitgippsland.com.au

Mountain Magic

Omeo Anne Morely

At the doorstep of the Alpine National Park, Omeo is  
the perfect village to stay in during a winter skiing break.

Regional Mountain Magic
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Ragazzone

Geelong and the Bellarine
Igni sets the standard in Geelong, but 
I discovered an amazing spot called 
Funk by Botanical Brew. It’s a tiny 
cafe with a beautiful vegetable garden 
out the back. They make their own 
ciabatta, work a lot with fermentation 
and serve beautiful coffee. 

 + restaurantigni.com
 + botanicalbrew.com.au

Gippsland
Every time I pass through Warragul 
I go to Hogget Kitchen. Trevor 
Perkins and his team buy direct 
from producers – a lot of them he 
introduced to me and now I’m 
working with them. If you go further 
east, I recommend Sardine Dining for 
a taste of the seafood from that area.

 + hogget.com.au
 + sardinedining.com.au

Ballarat
Ballarat is going to become a clear 
example of what happens when a new 
generation of producers challenges 
the status quo. I was super surprised 
by restaurants like Ragazzone. The 
food was beautiful and they source 
ingredients as locally as possible. 
Renard is a proper cocktail bar stocked 
with Ballarat spirits. I’m a bit of a 
groupie of winemaker Owen Latta. 
His father started Eastern Peake, just 
outside Ballarat. They’ve since opened 
a new open-plan shed cellar door 
where you can sit and try the wines.

 + ragazzone.com.au
 + renardballarat.com.au
 + easternpeake.com.au

Great Ocean Road
In 2020, I cooked at a gala dinner in 
Apollo Bay and, at the time, found 
what I believe is the only working 
fishermen’s co-operative in Victoria. 
At Apollo Bay Fishermen’s Co-op, 
they have a very casual fish and chip 
shop at the pier where the fishermen 
unload their catch. Apollo Bay is also 
famous for rock lobster, and you can 
enjoy one from the source, very simply 
cooked and with the ocean outside.

 + apollobayfishcoop.com.au

Bendigo
On the weekend, Babylon Lounge and 
Garden Bar has cocktails and music, 
starting in the afternoon and going 
late into the night. Choose the garden 
or the lounge and enjoy a Melbourne-
style bar in Central Victoria.

 + facebook.com/
babylonloungeandgardenbar

Northeast Victoria 
Around Beechworth, there are some 
great wineries, like Pennyweight and 
Castagna. In town is the excellent 
Provenance, where Michael Ryan uses 
regional produce to create his menu 
with Japanese influences.

 + pennyweight.com.au
 + castagna.com.au
 + theprovenance.com.au

The State of Taste

Alejandro Saravia Ken Spence

Regional The State of Taste

Our cover star, chef 
Alejandro Saravia has 
been travelling across 
Victoria to discover the 
best produce. Here’s 
what he’s found.

Pennyweight
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Geelong Cellar Door

Regional Winter Warmer

If it’s been a while since you last 
visited Geelong, you might be 
surprised. Victoria’s second-largest 
city is a hot spot for exceptional 
dining, locally produced drinks and 
amazing attractions.

On the Plate
Winter means comfort food, and 
there are many places to enjoy it. 
Head to happening Little Malop 
Street, which is lined with restaurants. 
Slurp on a bowl of nourishing soup 
at Sober Ramen or taste the best of 
seasonal seafood at Felix, tucked into a 
laneway. After some fine flavours just 

like nonna used to make? Try Union 
Street’s Lipari Italian Restaurant, 
where pasta is a specialty.

In the Glass
Back on Little Malop, drop by 
Geelong Cellar Door. This cosy wine 
bar showcases cool-climate drops 
produced in the Greater Geelong 
region, as well as local craft beers and 
ciders. Ready to sip some great spirits? 
At Federal Mills, take a seat at Anther 
Distillery to try its range of gins in a 
tasting or, if you prefer, order a cocktail.

More to Do
Maybe you want to combine 
your weekend away with an 
event? See some extraordinary 
folk and traditional musicians at 
Portarlington’s National Celtic Folk 
Festival (10–13 June). Catch a game of 
AFL, when Geelong plays at GMHBA 
Stadium (throughout winter). There’s 
also the chance to check out the work 
of an important Wiradjuri/Ngunnawal 
artist at the Geelong Gallery when 
Brook Andrew–Hope, Peace, and 
Paradise opens 16 July.

 + visitgeelongbellarine.com.au

Winter Warmer
Ready to spend a 
weekend discovering 
the best of Geelong? 
Here’s how to make the 
most of a mini-break.
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Healesville Sanctuary
Enjoy a bushland haven for Australian wildlife, set in the 
stunning Yarra Valley wine region.

See a variety of native reptiles and amphibians, as well 
as majestic birds of prey and magnifi cent parrots on 
full display at our world-renowned fl ight area. Wander 
through the tranquil trails and spot kangaroos, koalas, 
emus and critically endangered species.

Don’t miss the daily Spirits of the Sky free-fl ight bird 
presentation, or the Wurundjeri Walk, which celebrates 
the life of Elder William Barak.

Enjoy free keeper talks, outdoor picnic spots and nature-play 
areas for the kids.

Kids visit free on weekends and school holidays.

Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm   

Glen Eadie Avenue, Healesville  
t 1300 966 784   
w zoo.org.au/healesville

Furry Friends
If you’ve ever wanted to get close to 
Australia’s native animals, you’re in 
luck. Healesville Sanctuary in the 
Yarra Valley is home to all sorts of wild 
Aussies. Plus, book a special Echidna 
Close-up encounter, and you’ll meet 
one of the shy animals.

You can’t cuddle these koalas, 
but you can tour the veterinary 
facilities and see wildlife experts 
undertaking conservation work 
at the new RSPCA Koala Ward at 
Werribee Open Range Zoo. Sick and 
injured animals are looked after in 
the hospital and rehabilitated in 
outdoor recovery zones.

It’s not just Australian animals either. 
At Ballarat Wildlife Park book a 
Meet the Meerkats tour, and have 
your photo taken with these cuties. If 
you’re fascinated by the world’s tallest 
animal, head to Halls Gap Zoo, where 
you can hand feed the gentle giants 
during a Giraffe Encounter. 

 + zoo.org.au
 + wildlifepark.com.au
 + hallsgapzoo.com.au

It’s a Wild Life
Head to Apollo Bay on the Great 
Ocean Road for a guided walk at 
Wildlife Wonders. The animals run 
free here, protected by a fox- and 
cat-proof fence. What are you likely 
to see? Well, koalas, pademelons, 
bettongs, wallabies and kangaroos, 
along with many varieties of gorgeous 
birds that call the Otways home. 

Winter is a brilliant time to drive the 
Great Ocean Road because it’s whale 
season. From May to September, 
these huge marine mammals arrive 
off the coast to breed and give birth 
to their calves. Find the best vantage 
spots on the Winter Whale Trail at 
Warrnambool, Port Fairy and Portland.

No car? No worries. Around and 
About has a three-day tour that takes 
in the best of the Great Ocean Road, 
including the 12 Apostles at sunset 
and Wildlife Wonders.

 + wildlifewonders.org.au
 + visitgreatoceanroad.org.au
 + aroundandabout.com.au

On the Island
Phillip Island has a plethora of animal 
encounters to enjoy. Of course, 
there are the famous penguins who 
traipse up the beach at sunset each 
day. But Phillip Island Nature Parks 
offers much more. At the Koala 
Conservation Reserve, wander along 
the treetop boardwalks to see them 
in their natural habit. Or follow the 
paths through Churchill Island’s 
Wadjil’garook Wetland to find out 
about Aboriginal culture and see 
magnificent water birds. You might 
also want to join Wildlife Coast 
Cruises on a tour circumnavigating 
the island in search of whales.

 + penguins.org.au
 + wildlifecoastcruises.com.au

Animal 
Encounters
Right across Victoria, there are opportunities to 
get close to some magnificent creatures. Here 
are some of our favourites.

Phillip Island Nature Parks

Ballarat Wildlife Park Robert Blackburn

Healesville Sanctuary

Regional Animal Encounters
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Phillip Island Nature Parks
Watch the world-famous little penguins waddle home 
at Phillip Island’s Penguin Parade. Select from a range of 
viewing options, including the popular Penguin Plus or the 
underground viewing for a closer look.

Get back to nature to discover koalas, wallabies, and 
birdlife in their bushland habitat at the Koala Conservation 
Reserve. At Antarctic Journey, learn stories of conservation, 
climate resilience and what lives in the deep. Visit 
Churchill Island to experience the heritage homesteads, 
peaceful gardens and working farm activities.

Only 90 minutes from Melbourne.

Help us protect nature for wildlife with a 4 Parks Pass.

Open: Daily from 10am. Penguins arrive at sunset.

1019 Ventnor Road, Summerlands, Phillip Island 
t 03 5951 2830
w penguins.org.au
Find us on:     

Ballarat Wildlife Park
Ballarat Wildlife Park is a family-operated park off ering 
guests one of Victoria’s most unique and interactive 
animal experiences.

Only 90 minutes west of Melbourne, guests will enjoy 
hand feeding the free-roaming kangaroos, cuddling one 
of our many koalas, spotting wombats, tree kangaroos 
and snakes, as well as meeting our cheeky meerkats.

See the Tasmanian devils, little penguins, dingoes, emus, 
cassowaries and visit our state-of-the-art tiger sanctuary.

Our tropical reptile house is home to Crunch, the fi ve-
metre-long croc, as well as giant pythons, tortoises, frogs, 
lizards, cobras and Victoria’s only two Komodo dragons.
Open: Daily, 9am to 5pm (except Christmas Day)

250 Fussell Street, Ballarat
t 03 5333 5933
w wildlifepark.com.au
Find us on:    

Got a couple of days to 
spare? Set your sights 
on winter landscapes, 
fine food and wine and 
luxury accommodation in 
Greater Shepparton. 

While the stunning Shepparton 
Art Museum continues to receive 
accolades and attract fans – its major 
exhibition this season, Art in Conflict 
(until 31 July), features a diverse 
artistic response to war from the 
Australian War Memorial – there’s a 
lot more to see and do in the region.

Gourmet Gatherings
Craving excellent Italian fare? Find 
a table at family-owned favourite 
Belcibo & Co, built from a series of 
shipping containers, to enjoy delicious 
pasta, risotto and wood-fired pizza. 
There’s also a cafe menu at breakfast.

Dookie Days
Just 30 minutes from Shepparton 
are the beautiful Dookie Hills. Work 
up an appetite on the Rock Correa 
Interpretive Walking Track, with its 
panoramic views and interpretive 
signage that tells stories from the 
Yorta Yorta traditional owners. 
When you’re done, take a seat at the 

Tallis Wine cellar door and enjoy the 
picturesque outlook while tucking 
into a regional platter and glasses of 
viognier, riesling or shiraz.

Lay Your Head
In the charming town of Tatura, 20 
minutes from Shepparton, book a 
couple of nights at the Storekeeper’s 
House. Fully self-contained with three 
bedrooms, a chef’s kitchen and wood 
fire in the living area, it’s named after 
the original occupants Flanagan’s 
Store, which opened in 1905. Base 
yourself here to explore Shepparton 
and the Goulburn Valley.

 + visitshepparton.com.au

Goulburn Goodness

Regional Goulburn Goodness

Belcibo & Co

Ballarat Wildlife Park Phillip Island Nature
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When taking a break, whether by the 
ocean or in the countryside, indulge in 
a little self-care. Say goodbye to stress 
when you book treatments at Victoria’s 
finest wellness retreats.

Coastal Comfort
On the Bellarine Peninsula, Lon Retreat and Spa offers 
seven luxurious suites where guests can hide away by the 
ocean. The underground mineral water was originally 
accessed to provide hydration for dairy cows, but is now 
pumped directly to the soaking tubs, indoor pool and 
steam rooms for guests’ pleasure.

Winter is whale season in Warrnambool, so take a long 
walk along the beach seeking them out before returning 
to Deep Blue Hotel & Hot Springs to soak in the open-air 
hot springs sanctuary, with its myriad pools, caves and 
waterfalls. There’s also an indoor bathhouse and day spa.

 + lonretreat.com.au
 + thedeepblue.com.au

Regional Relaxation
Get cosy at The Benev at Beechworth, where the cossetting 
wellness suites come with DIY spa treatments. Then ask 
the wellness concierge to book your treatments, from 
feather-light massages designed to help problem sleepers 
to guided breath and sound meditation. 

It was originally built in 1885 but has been substantially 
upgraded and expanded in the years since. Spend some 
time soaking at Hepburn Bathhouse and Spa – there’s also 
private mineral bathing – and book water therapies, a facial, 
massage or body treatment for the ultimate in relaxation.

 + thebenev.com.au
 + hepburnbathhouse.com

A Day to Unwind
At Gippsland’s Brandy Creek Estate, the luxurious, 
contemporary day spa overlooks vineyards. Before resting 
your eyes during a restorative massage, be sure to take 
in the view of the countryside through the wall of glass. 
Choose from a full range of treatments using Australian 
skincare brands Uspa and Alpha H, which include grape 
extracts and plant botanicals as hero ingredients. You 
can also book a session in the Turkish hammam. Plan to 
spend some extra time at Ballarat Sanctuary Day Spa. 
Before your beauty, body or facial treatment, sink into the 
Sanctuary, a communal bathing area with a hydrotherapy 
pool and sauna. It’s the perfect way to kickstart relaxation.

 + brandycreekestate.com.au
 + ballaratsanctuary.com.au

Spoil
Yourself

Deep Blue Hotel & Hot Springs Hepburn Bathhouse and Spa

Regional Spoil Yourself
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Phone (03) 5736 2222 or visit www.mitchelton.com.au 
470 Mitchellstown Road, Nagambie

Situated on the banks of the beautiful Goulburn River,  
Mitchelton is the ideal setting for the perfect winter escape.

D I S C O V E R  M O R E  

A T  M I T C H E L T O N

Warm, inviting cellar door Contemporary, luxury hotel Rustic yet refined dining 

Relax surrounded by 
breathtaking views when 
you soak your cares away 
in a special corner of 
Gippsland.

It’s a region known for its impressive 
coastal lake system, untouched 
wilderness areas and rolling 
farmlands. Below the ground, 
however, is one of Gippsland’s finest 
attributes: mineral-rich, geothermal 
springs. The first bore was sunk here 
in 1929, but now, with the opening 
of Metung Hot Springs, visitors can 
enjoy taking the waters in luxury.

Hot Stuff
Prepare to be wowed as you explore 
a series of pools filled with warm 
mineral water extracted from 500 
metres underground. There are 
also massaging thermal showers, a 
reflexology walk, a cafe, relaxation 
lounges, nature walks and two 
architecturally designed sauna 
experiences, including one floating 
on an inland lake. Book some time 
in the day spa too, where massages, 
facials and body treatments offer the 
ultimate in relaxation.

Stay Awhile
When you’ve had enough heat, check 
in to a glamping safari tent by the 
lagoon. Each one features a king-size, 
four-poster bed, private ensuite and 

a bathing barrel on your own deck. 
You’ll even be assigned a golf buggy 
for the duration of your stay, which 
is particularly handy if you decide to 
play nine holes at the neighbouring 
Metung Country Club.

Beneath the Stars
Overnight guests can also make 
the most of the property’s most 
breathtaking feature, the communal 
bathing area atop an escarpment 
overlooking spectacular Lake King. 
Here, in an area reserved for guests 
aged 16 and older, you can enjoy 
individual bathing barrels, a cold 
plunge tub and a pool that becomes 
a magical star-gazing destination 
after dark.

 + metunghotsprings.com

Metung Hot Springs 
Rikki-Jo MolinaroSoak up the Coast

Regional Soak up the Coast Jayco
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S T A R T  Y O U R  S E A R C H  H E R E

mansfieldmtbuller.com.au
Mansfield Visitor Information Centre
175 High Street, Mansfield, Victoria
Call (03) 5775 7000

M A N S F I E L D
F I N D  Y O U R  W I N T E R  I N

M A N S F I E L D  G L A M P I N G

Delatite Winery

Regional Winter Wonderland

Great Plates
Settle in to the newly built cellar 
door and dining room at Delatite 
Winery. Produce from the orchard 
and permaculture garden is 
supplemented by the wares of local 
farmers to deliver modern Australian 
cuisine with Mediterranean 
influences. Perfect to enjoy while 
sipping a glass of Gewürztraminer 
and looking out over the mountains. 
In the evening, it’s all about fire. Fire 
for warmth and fire for cooking. At 
BO-MA in Merrijig enjoy the rotating 
menu inspired by local produce and 
the skills of Chef Cody Louis utilising 
their huge wood fired oven and grill.

Fill Your Days
Take a deep breath of fresh mountain 
air when you explore the High 
Country Maze. There are two mazes 
to master, as well as beautiful gardens 
and a new art gallery cafe with works 
from local Tony Pridham. Book a tour 
of Swiftcrest Distillery to discover 
how Hank and Carrie Thierry make 
vanilla bean vodka and apple pie 
moonshine in a sustainable way 
entirely off the grid. If you’re in town 
during the winter solstice, take part in 
the Mansfield Lantern Festival (17–19 
June), with its music, performance, 
light displays and market stalls.

Rest Your Head
Recharge your batteries at BullerRoo, 
a luxury farm stay, located 15 minutes 
from Mansfield. You might not be able 
to drag yourself away from the roaring 
fireplace to enjoy the expansive views 
of the rolling countryside. Mansfield 
Glamping is the perfect antidote to 
modern life. The spacious tents are 
cosy, even in winter, and you can sit by 
the fire pit or in a woodfire hot tub and 
watch the sun go down.

 + mansfieldmtbuller.com.au

Winter Wonderland
Heading to the High Country? The vibrant township of Mansfield, just two-and-a-half hours from 
Melbourne, is the perfect place to spend a day or two off the mountain.
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If  you’ve ever met a new baby over Facetime 
or opened birthday presents over Zoom, you’d 
know that milestones lose their vibrancy 
through a screen. 

That’s because nothing beats being there.

In 2022, Melbourne Airport is proud to be 
getting you to more of the moments that 
matter. Whether it’s overdue feasts with 
friends, or long-awaited reunions with loved 
ones, we’re here to help you go the distance.

This year, no adventure or occasion is out  
of reach.

We’ve been busy over recent months elevating the 
travel experience at Melbourne Airport so that the 
adventure and indulgence begins as soon as you 
arrive at our terminals.

Terminal 1

Home to Qantas’ Melbourne domestic aircraft, 
Terminal 1 offers a broad range of products and 
services. Whether it’s the latest fashions, a new 
magazine or just some travel essentials, there’s 
something for everyone. Throw in a number of cafés, 
bars and fast food outlets, and there’s a meal for 
any traveller. We're pleased to announce that Flat 
Chat has now been added to the mix, giving you yet 
another source of specialty coffee in T1.

Terminal 3

Virgin Australia operates from Terminal 3, which 
sits directly adjacent to the International Terminal. 
Experience a variety of boutique cafés, shops, bars 
and eateries that will give you a true Melbourne 
send-off. Earl Canteen has just taken up position 
in T3, giving you an extra serve of freshness before 
your flight.

Nothing beats 
being there

A new runway 
on the horizon

With international and domestic travel 
expected to reach new heights in the coming 
years, Melbourne Airport is determined to 
keep people connected to more of the people 
and places they love. That’s why we’ve unveiled 
plans to build a third 3,000-metre runway 
that, if approved, will support substantially 
more flights in and out of Melbourne 
and 37,000 jobs throughout Victoria.

To learn more and have your say, 
visit melbourneairport.com.au/runway

Your Melbourne Airport 
experience doesn’t have to end 
when your plane touches down. 
Follow us on Instagram to keep 
up to date on all the exciting 
developments and terminal 
additions touching down this year.

@melbourneairportau

Terminal 4

Terminal 4 features an expanded departure lounge and 
a large selection of shopping and food choices. Have 
a bite in some of Melbourne’s favourite eateries, cafés 
and bars – all a great way to spend your time before 
flying off on your Jetstar or Rex flight. Joining a throng 
of new arrivals at T4 is also WHSmith, Tech2Go and 
Lego, which means you’ll want to arrive early on your 
next trip to give yourself enough time to explore them!

Terminal 2

The international terminal showcases the 
sophisticated essence of Melbourne. Enjoy tax-free 
shopping before you take off, at the next-generation 
Melbourne Airport Duty Free. Some of the most 
desirable brands in the world, open access lounges 
and an array of tempting dining experiences await.

+  melbourneairport.com.au

Your next 
escape awaits
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What do you love most about Melbourne's 
culinary landscape and what do you think 
makes it so unique?

Diversity and authenticity. Our culinary scene is a 
true reflection of what our city is – diverse – and the 
food is a real representation of that. A vibrant collage 
of cultures represented by the incredible food that’s 
served. It’s a very liberated food scene. 

What flavours can travellers expect 
from Middle Ground at Melbourne Airport?

Unrestricted Middle Eastern flavours. They’re infused 
in everything I do and every restaurant I own. It’s a real 
melting pot of culinary flavours with a strong Middle 
Eastern essence. The menu is packed with fresh fruit 
and veggies, giving people a lighter option. Not every 
traveller likes flying after a bag of hot chips – I don’t 
mind it – but it’s not for everyone. 

Apart from your own, which three venues 
should every visitor in Melbourne try?

Easy, any one of Andrew McConnell’s venues. Gimlet 
in particular is one the best. You also can’t come to 
Melbourne without getting some grub at a really good 
pub, like The Botanical. If you’re looking for something 
high end and hyper local, Ides on Smith Street in 
Fitzroy is a must-visit.

 

Why do you think dining at the airport 
has become such a treat for travellers?

It’s a moment. All those moments add up to the 
journey. It could be the first moment, a moment in 
transit or the last moment. Whichever it is, dining at 
the airport creates a brilliant moment on that journey. 
People are looking for more now. Sure, they still 
want a fast feed sometimes, but most also want nice 
experiences. 

+  melbourneairport.com.au

A bite-sized chat with 
Shane Delia, Middle 
Ground
Shane Delia is a celebrated Australian chef and 
restaurateur with no less than a book, TV show, 
food delivery platform and five restaurants 
under his belt. One of those restaurants is 
Middle Ground, located right here in Terminal 2.  
We recently sat down with Shane to talk about 
his own culinary journey and Melbourne’s 
arrival at a new era of global cuisine.

You can taste Shane Delia’s incredible fare for yourself at any one of his four 
Melbourne restaurants – Maha, Maha East, Maha Bar and Biggie Smalls.  
At the airport, Middle Ground can be found in Terminal 2.

Nothing beats  
value parking

Park with ease at Melbourne Airport

Planning your next trip? Melbourne 
Airport Parking offers a seamless 
parking experience for all budgets 
that is safe and flexible.

For just $12 a day*, our Value Car 
Park is officially the lowest single 
day airport parking rate in the 
market. 

Convenience is the key with our 
Terminal Car Parks, situated only a 
few minutes' walk from check-in for 
just $49 a day. 

With Premium, you're spoilt 
for choice, providing ultimate 
ease – self park or valet for just 
$79 a day.

All bookings are fully flexible. 
You can cancel any time prior 
to arrival free of charge.

For ultimate ease and 
peace of mind book now at 
melbourneairport.com.au

Overstay Guarantee

For a small fee, the Melbourne 
Airport Parking Overstay 
Guarantee* offers you peace of 
mind and prevents any additional 
parking charges accruing due 
to unforeseen travel changes 
in certain circumstances.

*T&Cs apply.

Save more when you pre-book online.

Airport 
Parking from

$12
a day*
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Transport Maps
Straight to your phone 

Click here 
to download

Regional train 
and coach 
network

Victorian train 
network

Melbourne tram 
network

SkyBus Airport Transfers
SkyBus Melbourne City Express is famous for running 
24/7, 365 days a year and every eight minutes during 
peak times. Our Southbank, Docklands, St Kilda, 
Peninsula Express and Western Express services operate 
seven days a week. We also service Avalon Airport. 
Enjoy free wifi  onboard and unlimited luggage. Ticket 
booths: Melbourne Airport at kerbside, CBD and SkyBus 
Gateway Terminal at Southern Cross Station. SkyBus 
Link free transfer service between Southern Cross 
Station and accommodation in Melbourne’s city centre 
is available to all Melbourne City Express and Avalon 
City Express passengers. 

Open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. For tickets 
and fare information visit our website.

Melbourne Airport at kerbside (T1, T3 & T4) CBD 
SkyBus Gateway Terminal at Southern Cross Station 
t 1300 SKYBUS
w skybus.com.au
Find us on:     

Avalon Airport
If you want to touch down and drive straight out to enjoy 
the sights, choose Avalon Airport. Avalon is the most 
effi  cient and economical airport in Australia.

It’s only 40 minutes from Melbourne’s CBD, which is now 
easier than ever to reach on the SkyBus Avalon City Express.

Avalon Airport is also the closest international airport to the 
Great Ocean Road, Bells Beach, Geelong and the 12 Apostles.

Drive straight up the highway, park out the front, grab a 
drink or meal and stay connected with free wifi , while 
charging all your devices in comfort right by the gate. 
It really is fl ying made easy.

Bus: SkyBus Avalon City Express to/from Southern Cross 
Station via Werribee, or SkyBus Geelong Express to/from 
Geelong, the Bellarine and the Surf Coast

Open: Daily, 4am to midnight

80 Beach Road, Lara
t 03 5227 9100
w avalonairport.com.au
Find us on:     

Transport Maps
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City Map



This guide uses paper from internationally 
certifi ed sustainably managed forests and 
is printed at a plant that holds the ISO14001 
Environmental Management System certifi cation.

Keep up to date with the latest events, 
attractions, activities, food and drink with the 
Melbourne and Victoria Offi  cial Guide online:
visitvictoria.com/offi  cialguide

Published by Visit Victoria
Victoria’s Tourism & Events Company
visitvictoria.com 

Get in touch with the team today: ovg@visitvictoria.com.au or fi nd 
out more at corporate.visitvictoria.com/resources
To order guides contact ovgorders@visitvictoria.com.au

While every attempt has been made to ensure accurate information at the time of going to press, the publishers accept no responsibility for supplied 
information or omissions.

Melbourne Offi cial Visitor Guide is supported and endorsed by the following organisations:

Get seasonal
deals straight 
to your phone

Click here

Coupons

https://bit.ly/371dI2g
https://bit.ly/3MtSUPT
https://www.visitvictoria.com/officialguide?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://www.visitvictoria.com?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
https://corporate.visitvictoria.com/resources?utm_source=issuu&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=winter-2022-ovg-en&utm_content=pdf-link
mailto:ovg%40visitvictoria.com.au
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